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palr>te(5 vhlte vltb abrlcU-red tr5m, -ci-nc' thc-pe colorF v.ere borne for
Tb' f ’ rec i v ’d#? ov€Tl«^^ ld vr l th p ; rey to

T h e c l o f V v. a p T p j . d e b y t h f j

fi f t y y e a r s , i i n t H V o i ' l d W a r I T .

!raVe It r n r i e p i r u o u e f r o m t h e a i r .

.1 r. t . i u : l n -3 - ■5 'c iFp;, wc*^-ar(? C1o<^V Co!!!r:ir.;; ir ITiltbri’p, Harr Ar.bnp.ette.

set up and Ir.Gtallr'.Vlcn of tbe iriac hl v a s h e e u r . o n O c t o b e r 1 1 ,
I h e f o u r f a c e e o f t b e c l o c k ^ e r e j n s t a l l e d t h e f o l l o w i n g w e e k1 P 9 2 .

a n d a l l t h e r - t a c l n . o w a p t e n i ' o v r d o n C c t c b e r 1 7 , i r - 9 2 . ( l ' b l P c h . ^ i m l r g

b i t o f ? e r - 0 7 - i l n a ■A fi ' C t r e d I n I b e C o n c o u l E n t e r r r i s e u n d e r t h e M a y -

r \ ^ . r 6 n€T V £ I t e r F o n O c t o b e r 2 ? , l f ^ 9 ?

c l o c k c - n t h e i r 3 1 1 t o v e r

p r o v e s t o h e o n e o f t h f g r e a t e s t c o n v e n i e n c e s 3 n o u r v i l l a g e a n d

t h e c v a l l t y o f t h ev h r n o t r 3 b 5 n g c a r - b o h e a r d a t q u i t e a d l r t a r c e ,

t o n e r o f t h e b e l l b e l n r r i c h , p e n e t r a t i n g a n d p l e a s a n t . T h e n e w

d y n a n o f e r l l a - h t l n , ; \ h e t o w e r w o n t I n t o o r o r a t l o n h o n d a y e v e n i n g ,

(Octob^T 7'^, irb?)a:~d t, orea^tor tv-^. doc}' v!ll >-e ' r i - a t e d a l l

ll-e c c ' T . p a n y a r c { ^ t i l l e d t o t h e t h a n k s o f * 0 1 t h e c o c i -r » 1 0 h t .

r p u n i t y f c i t h . l F y r e a t p u b l i c b l o e r - l n g .

T h e r t . i ? r K a y s t o t h e l . o ’ - ^ o r n v ’ ^ b e r o l g ^ ' t l A n d l n p r t h r e e c f

t h e u e f r o i n t h e fi f t h f 1 o o r ( h e l < ' " t o f t h e t n - O r . h u t 1 d ^ n r ) a n d h e a r t

324 ntnp*'5 -^rd Is P r : r o o t , f r o n t h e . ' ^ r o u n d . T h e s t a i r e I n t h o r « a i n

c f n c r r a l v i d t h , b u t t h e n e a r e r t o t h e t o p , t h e n a r r e w -bv 11 cling *r A

T h e w c : o d e n t c » * ' s r fl o o r I s t w e l v e f e e t a c r o s s . I n t oe r t h e y t e c o ; n e .

e a c h o f f o u r c e r n e r s a r e l r r y t . a n e d h e a v y I r o n i c d r w h i c h d e s c e n d t w o

T h e r e r o d s a d d s t r e n g t h t o t h e w o o d e nfl o o r s d o v . * n I n t o t V ) e t o w e r .

e d i fi c e a n d h a v e r r o t r e t e d I t f r o m b e i n g M o w n a w a y b y h i 3 . f f e t l n . g
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w i r j f ^ s . T h e c l o c k m e c h e t n l s m I s I n t h e m l c ’ d l e c f t h e t o x e r t i n d e x t e n d ¬

i n g f r o m t h e c e n t e r o f t h e r i L i C h l n e t c e ^ c h I n d i v i d u a l f a c e a r e f o u r

m e t a l s h a f t s . \ s m a l l c l o c k , n i n e I n c h e s i n d i a m e t e r I s u s e d t o a d ¬

j u s t a n d s e t t h e c o n t r o l s o f t h e l a r g e c l o c k , s i n c e t h e o u t s i d e o f i t

I s n o t v i s i b l e f r o m t h e i n s d l e o f t h e t o w e r . T h e r e a r e t w o w i n d e r s

w i t h c a b l e s - t r d w e l ' h t s - - o n e f o r t h e t i m e r a n d o n e f o r t h e s t r i k e r .

T h e y a r e w o u n d w i t h a c r a n k - t y p e h a n d l e r e q u i r i n g m u c h h u m a n m u s c l e

T h e o o s r a t l n g m a c h i n e r y I s a n e l « r h t - d a y m e c h a n i s m

N i n e t y t u r n s o f t h e c r a n k a r e r e q u i r e d
n o d o u b t

to wind the t imer and 330 t imes to wind the str lker( wh.ich/explalns

why the st r iker doesn' t s t r ike much any more!) The complete winding

J o b t a k e s a n h o u r - m d a h . i l f .

a n d e l b o w g r e a s e .

s o m u s t b e w o u n d e v e r y w S o k .

T h e c l o c k f a c e s a r e n i n e f e e t i n d i a m e t e r - i n d t h e s i d e s o f t h e

t o w e r a r e t w e l v e f e e t w i d e . F e h l n d e a c h f ‘ . c e i s a m e t a l s h i e l d

e i e h t f e e t i n d l a r r e t e r a n d t h r e e a n d c n s - > i a l f f e e t f r o m e . i c h f a c e .

These sh ie lds he ld five 60 Wat t bu lbs ap iece and l l s 'h t the c lock
f a c e s .

Or ig ina l ly the pov:er for the c lock l ights was operated by a

w a t e r V ' h e e l w h i c h g e n e r a t e d 4 C c y c l e s ,

to 60 cycles in 1929 the c lock l ights were not converted

u e d t o b e l l j r h t e d b y w a t e r p o w e r u n t i l t h e fl c c d s o f H u r r i c a n e D i a n e

I n 1 9 5 7 i n fl i c t e d d e v a s t a t i n g d a m a g e t o m a n y o f t h e fi r s t fl o o r m i l l

Much re-03 ring was necessary and while this was being

done the clock l ights were put on the regul^^ir 60 cycles,

o r e d t h a t D i g i t a l i s a r r a n g i n g t o e l e c t r i f y t h e i r r a r e p o s s e s s i o n .

h h e n t h e t e v ^ e r w a e c o n v e r t e d

i n d c o n t l n -

b u l l d l n g s .

I t I s r u m -
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I c l a s e l f y S t a s a r a r i t y b e c a u s e c i o s t o t h e r t o w e r c l o c k s o f t h e s a m e

v i n t a g e h a v e b e e n d e s t r o y e d c r b e c o m e v i c t i m s o f a u t o m a t i o n . C e r ¬

t a i n l y t h e l a t t e r I s m o r e c o n v e n i e n t ^ v n d a c c u r a t e a n d t h e w h o l e t o w n

■w h o u l d o p e r a t e o n t h e s a m e t i m e .

S o , t M s I s t h e s t o r y o f t h e " T o w n C l o c k ” . N o m a t t e r w h o o w n s

I t , s u p e r v i s e e I t , c a r ® f o r I t — p e r h a p s e v e n d e s t r o y s I t , I t w i l l

a l w a y s a f f e c t l o n a l l y b e M a y n a r d ’ s T o w n C l o c k " . L o n g m a y i t t l c k l

C r e d l t g
C o n c o i - d E n t e r p r l r e , 1 ^ 9 2
M r . I r v i r r P e r g , f o r m e r r e s l f ^ e n t m a n a g e r o f t h e M a y n a r d I n d u s t r i e s

f o r I n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e w a t e r w h e e l .
M r . i l r t h u r D a w s o n , r e t i r e d m a i n t e n a n c e s u r « » r l n t e n d e n t .
A n d e s p e c i a l l y t o M r . P t t r l r V M u r r a y , I c n v - t l T n e M a y n a r d r e s i d e n t ,

and maintenance nan for the mill proferty who patiently
ansv;ered abarrage of questl'^np evor atwo weei perlcd and
p r o v i d e d t h e s t i t l r t l c s a n d e s c r l r t l o n e .

I n c ● *



In I892, the fine ”Town Clock” on the mill was given by lorenzo Maynard and
placed in position in the Fall of that year. The tower was erected by the
Assabet Manufacturing Cou^iany. The clock is still operating and it serves as
alandmark for folks of yesterday and today.
Dull times and poor business during 1893-189^ and later, finally drove the

coirpaJ^ into solvency on Dec«nber 3l« 1898* Receivers were appointed kept
the mills running on areduced output until MAy. 1, I889, idien the American
Vfoolen Conqjany bought then for $400,000. At that time it was the largest woolen
mill in the IMited States, with sixty-six sets of cards and three hundred and fifty
b r o a d l o o m s .

The American Woolen CoD5)any soon after began to improve the property, replacing
the old machinery with new and increasing its capacity. (Note: ^The Assabet
Manufacturing Conpany while in operation had conducted aform of savings bank
vhere the operatives,as well as others, deposited their money. When the company
failed the bank did also. The Assignees on August 12, 1899 paid the depositors a
25 per cent dividend, and on October 13# 1899 asecond divideid of 33 P«n cent.
This was the final. The Town of Maynard was among the depositors and lost $3#333*33»
The General laws now prohibi t this type of banking.


