
P o s t O ' ^ ' - r ' i c c

Ie^haps it vrould-ba a.^ood idea to .n-ivo aCevr salient facts about t^.e -^nito^|

Sta tes post o ffice depar tnent before cor incnt in r * on our ovm loca l post o ffice,

p o s t o f fi c e d e p a r t m e n t i s t h e l a r g e s t e n t e r p r i s e i n A m e r i c a , c l o s e l v

fol lov;-ed by the American Telephone &Telerraph Co and General I 'otOTS. last

year over SO bi l l ion p ieces of mai l was handled by the most office

p a y r o l l s , T h e h t p e a n n u a l d e fi c i t c o n t i n u e s t o r > - r o v 7 a n d w i l l

continue to do so as lony as this department is po^jitically dominated,^
Farley, who v.;as 'postmaster yeneral under 1‘Vanilin 7‘oosevelt claimed to have

balanced the post office budget {methinks he must have done alot of”juperlin'r-'
}3enjamin Frankl in was our first postmaster general , he havinr been a

t h e fi r s t C o n t i n e n t a l C o n c - r e s s . L a v n : ' e n c e O ^ B r i e n i s o u r r r e s e n t n . m . r e n e r a l .

^i th these facts safely stored away, we can nov.?- confine our remarks about

the local post office.The first post office was established in 1^50, vdi i le
the vi l lage v;as knovm as issabet. .mory Maynard v/as our first postmaster . is

. . t i n y o f fi c e v r a s l o c a t e d o r p o o s i t e t h e B & M r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n O t h e r

follovred in this order. Asa !3alcolm,lorenso Kaynard, John ’'arriman,
Ben Jopnson, Geo Fl^od, Bn ' 'all

Frank Bheri ' ian, and

law v ;h ich insures cont inu i ty in o ffice prov ided no mal feasance ex '^s ts d .ur inm

t h e i r t e r m i n o f fi c e . . To s t o f i c e s a r e d i v i d e d i n t o f o u r c l < a s s e s . ‘ ' i r s t , s c o r n - ' ,

t h i r d a n d f o u r t l i . F o u r t h c l a s s - o f fi c e s v r e r o a n d a r c u s v i a l l ^ ^ f o u n d i n s ’ ^ ’ n l l

V . ,

T h o

d e ^ - a r t n c n t

a n d i t s 7 0 0 . 0 0 0

J a m e s

o i n t e - ' ^ b ’ ’ ’

p o s t ' ’ a s t e r s

‘ ’ b e X " a n r i m r

Arthur h^alker,Arthur Coxiyhlan, Stockvrel l ,
J o h n K o v. ' i c ’ c , t h e l a s t t v / o c o m i n y u n d e r t ^ e C i v i l J e r v i c c

i

c o u n t . r y s t o r e s . ' 0 ' - > e r r i s a m o v e m e n t o n f o o t t o e l i m i n a t e t ’ " ' o s'-p-’ 11 o-,-^
f» !

b u t I p r e d i c t i t v r i l l n e v e r t a r ' " o n , T b c b o y s i n C o n y r o s s ■ '!n . l i t o t ’ " t .
! ^ (■ ' s t r ’ r s t ^ . - r s i n ' I ' d / f t ' ' ' c l a s a r c o n d f r o - t ’ - ' p i r s t a - ' " ' '■ c a n c o U r t i o n s .

r 'OSt O. - repco C- ’ov^ COO.SP . ' t ' - ' ^o fJ n . s t b e f o r e 1 o - n t o r o d t ^ e r ' c s t - p l s e r v i c e t ' p o

acl '■' r '*"Champagne,r t ' - n r' r . ■a ] " ' , ’ ' c r t ' - p c s t c r , J o ' ^ n A - n n d o r l a n d a s s ’ t ' . ,

r t t i i r ' d a r t r a r t t i m e c l e r ’ . ' f v ; i l 1

r \
y

' c r i l o i : - 'r . n o p - ^ n f o r b i sa l ' - ' a - ' - ' - . s be b ' ' s t

! r i d e d o v / n t h e ! ' s s e h e t fi . v e r i n a f r a g i l e c a n o e ’ ’ ' b o n t h e c ^ ’ c s t o f t ' ^ c o n p o : - ]

v / a s a t i - t s h i y h c s t .
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It ’ - ! - - ' ros t o ffice personnel ^vrhen

r ‘ f t ^ r ^ radna t i np : f r om Maynard I l i ^ rh !

My mind i s a t r i fle nebu lous concern ing-

^ e n t e r e d t h e s e r v i c e i n 1 9 0 5 , s h o r t l y

T h e . n o s t o f fi c e \ f a s l o c a t e d - i n t h e l a s o n l c 3 1 o c k , M r. H a l l w a s o o s t m a s t e r a n d

h e l e f tIda, his wife was assistant, Arthur Chmrr,-nG and Iwere clerks
a b o u t a y e a r l a t e r a n d t h r u h i s e f f o r t s

t h e o f fi c e v ; e n t s e c o n d c l a s s , I c a n r o - ' . e n b e r

g iven by At torney Thomas Hi l l i s * Th is

S e r v i c e , S p e a k i n g a b o u t S u l l y, I m u s t

cost me my job. Anegrees employed as amnid by Keyes Hall of Stow came to

i

'! r t h .u r Su l l i van rep laced ' h im , ' ^hen

S u l l y a n d I t a k e n t h e o a t h

t i c e i l y p l a c e d u s u n d e r C i v i l
f ^

t o l l v o u a b o u t o n e i n c i d e n t t h a t n e a r l y

a v . t o "

A t t h a tI f

the stamp windovr one day and asked for

m o m e n t S u l l y c r e p t o n h i s h a n d s a n d

f a r v e t v ; - o c e n t s t a m p s

f a r v e t w o c e n t s t a m p s

f r o m o u t o f n o w h e r e , d i r e c t l y

I b e c a m e h y s t e r i c a l a n d

composed h imse l f and gave the

B u t t h i s w a s o n l y

w a s - r - r e s i ' - " i t o f a l a r g e i n s u r a n c e c o n c e r n i n

k n ^ ' e s

I fMu n d e r m y f e e t s a y i n g

dropped help less ly to the floor. Sul ly final l
g r e a t l y e m b a r r e s d c u s t o m e r ' h e r

^ r

I ff f f a r v r t o o c e n t s t a m p s

t h e b e g i n n i n g . K e y e s H a l l w h o

' B o s t o n b o u g h t a l l - h i s s t a m p s f r o m t ^ ' O ■

other person v/as r-'^sponsibl^.e for advancing ^o’^nard to asecond class offiee.

■ ’ H e c a l l e d n e x t d a y i n a fl a m i n g r a ^ e o n

: y < ' ’ d o f fi c e a n d h e m o r e t h a n a n y

t h e o i o s t m a s t e r v ; h o w a * ^ t h e c l e r k

o f c o u r s e v ^ a s i g n o r a n t o f t h eM r . ^ a ] lv / h o w a s d i s c o u r t e o u s t o h i s m a i d . y

asked Kgyes to describe the cl‘-^rk. The guy with the curly hair he
M r . H a l l e x c l a i m e d . I t o o k t h e

H n . s i n e s s w a s i n c r e a s i n g r a p i d -

i n c i d e n t y

r ep l i ed . Don ’ t eve r l e t t h i s happen a^a in J im

e n t i r e b l a m e a s I d i d n o t w a n t t o I n v o l v !> u l l y.

t o t h e c l e r i c a l f o r c e .' O f \ly and soon Tim Moynihan, agreat fo l io ’ -- w's



- —

< 7 X. D u r l n r : ] - ' r H a l l ’ s v/hich by the v/ay lasted
. s e c o n d K e v r fi x t u r e s

r e y i m e ,

jumped f rom th i r r ] c lass to
seventeen years, t h e o f fi c e

were installed and acancelling
. i n n o v a t i o n

m a c h i n e t h a t cancelled lOOO letters aminute, before this i w e h a d

cancel all mail by hand,
,make some rejT'^'rence to the Rural

we even had to stamp all incoming nail. 1 s k o u l d

Proe Delivery v;hich w a s e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1 9 0 2 .

Sudbury, Nine ^■■The oriyinal route included part of 3to-^
C o r n e r t h e ? o w d < ^ r K i l l

Lov;er Vill^fre^ No.
F le tcher Corner d is t r ic t .

! ‘ - c r e

a n d T h e r o u t e w a s t w r ' n t ' ^ r t w o
m i l e s i n l e n r t h . ( R e * ^ i n d m e t o t e l l y o u

t h i s m o n o r r a p h ) A f e v ;

most doubled.Tv7o horses were used and Ihave

t v i o o r t h r e e s t o r i e s c o n n e c t e d v . d t h
t h e R . F , D . f o i l o v r i n r r

y e a r s l a t e r , t h r o u t e w B . s a l -

t he ca r ' r i e r, a r fi i ^ a ts e e n V r , R - i c e

the post office vn.th alighted lantern vrhi’ch h e w a s f o r c e d t o u s e i n t r y i n g

Along day, youto decipher the addresses on the later part of the
■b u t d o n ’ t f o r p r t t h b t

T h e - b u s i n e s s

r o u t e .

use to have to V7ork from 6

when wo started closino- st 6,r

any mai§/\( no pun intended) accordl

s a y ,

a,m, until g.RO p.
I n t h o s e

— i n y l y a l m o s t a l l

^■eford, Fay Ledgard, Millie

w e c l e r k s
m .

men were much d isp leased

w a s d i f fi c u l t t o h i r e
! !

d a y s i t

Sĵ bstitutes cane from the ’distaff aide.Claire
ima Greenhalye and A

' - a l k e r,

n a m e s I r e m e m b e r,

r e c a l l . B e f o r e l e a v i n g

very hot' day, I-
ivras nearby and had my hair scalred. Re-

! - ' r a d f o r d P a r k e r* r s . a r ° a m o n g s o m e o f t h e

was aregular or asub ,I do notwhether Robert Sherids

t h e o l d r e s t o f fi c - ^ :

slid out to Bariteaus Barber shop which
u r n i n y t o t h e

n

?-asonic Block, Imust tell you how on a

y r

p o s t o f fi c e ,

-L ivery v. r ind.ov; .

I d i s c a r d e d my office coat, and r̂esento'̂  m'̂ sel̂ ' atr r e n e r a l d e l - J
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Inever thought i t v ;ou ld v jork , hovrever,
*'r?V *;

t h e r e w a s a n y m a i l f o r S a m r s o n , - ^ ’ e

the Fcner 'O . de l y sec t i on and i n t i t e . i ' t ; .

turned around.and sa^.; me., h.e .iusfe vrort ’
, V " .

s a w f o r h o i m m e d i a t e l y v r e n t t o B a i t e e - ’ ' . ;

n o t ’ t o b e O T i t d o n e a l s o y o t c l i ' - e -

i n c i d e n t s i n t h a t o l d m o s t o f fi c e , y e t ,

r e l a t i n g a b o u t M r . H a l l ’ s p e t o b j e c t . I f

i ns ta l l ed i n t he sa fe and the b i y be l ]

alarm.He vrould teat it every morniny ro1 ird on.sly, Fortunately
p r e v i o u s

used,although there had been one/^breah,

alarm. It v;ent o.f'f one day by mistake 'tn'i -

goodly crov7d l iad gathered to assist ' in er tediny the burglarc-

Mr, Hal l d ied on Apr, I4 , I9 I I and vras

o f t h e s a m e y e a r , H i s s a l a r y v / a s a l u c r o i

M r . h a l h e r o n l y l a s t e d t h e u s u a l f o u r

s e r v i c e w a s i n a u g u r a t e d . E l e v e n p o u n c h s i ' -

a s t h e o u t g o i n g m a i l v m s c a r r i e d i n a t ' : o e l

y/m MacAuslin, and Connie Moynihan wer' i:;

o d s . I t v ; a s n o t u n u s u a l t o s e e t h e m a c a - "

F i n n i s h o r 1 ‘ o l i s h e x t . r a c t i o n . O n t h e i r r c . -

o f . fi c e b o x n u m b e r o f t h e r e l a t i v e s . r f t

w o u l d t a h e t h e f o r e i g n e r t o ’ ^ i s o r h r - i ‘ !

to s " 'G the i r tu rned nr boots , ' ^ 'he B& I ' ' i . -

g o v e r n m e n t a l l o t e d t h e r a i l r o a d e i t h

c ' a n g e d v o i c e a n d a s k e d i f

d ' O ' ’ t o l o o i ' t t p o i i g h t h e X e t t o r a i n : /

. 0 I ■u t o n r . y c o a t , ' . h . e n } ' o

t r- ! e m u s t ^ ' a v e l i k e d v / ^ a t - h e*, < ! a o c e s .

' ; a d t h . e . s a m e o'^-eration '!erfor^'^od ^

S u l l y r n

. - i ? - o r e w e ' ^ e s o m a n ^ t u m o r o u s

^ p n - n o t c l o s e i t s d o o r s w i t h o u t

a b u r g l a r a l a r m t h a t h e h a d

t o p o f - M a s o n i c ' h a l l t h a t r a v e t h eo n

i t v r a s n e v e rf

p r o m p t e d T - ^ r , H a l l t o i n s t a l l t h e

t o t h e p o s t m a s t e r s c h a g r i n a

- s u e c ' i d o ' b y A r t h u r o n J u n e I d

h O O O , F o l i t i c s b e i n ; v / h a t t h e y n r ^O '

11 vi h i s t e rm , pa rce l pos t '■ ) j

! . - e i p - t t l i m i t , " ^ h e i n c o m i n - a s

C'Lt̂
!■^an !^ower^d vehicled Jack’ Fel lv.

f . t h i s d u t y a t v a r i o u s p e r i -

‘ b y a n i m m i g r a n t , u s u a l l y o f

t i e d a t a g w i t h t h e r o s t

c ' ■

■V ' *

(- h o

i l ! H s t r i b u t e dv.na s v ^ e

! r i n a t i o n . I t v r a s n u i t e a s i

. f o r t h e m . t h e1 n
>

O l g ’ ' t t ’ ' ’ o u s e n d d o " ! 1 a r sr > r

f o r c a r r y i n g ' t h e m a i l . a n n u a l l y b e t w o ' - - ■ '■ r l b o r o . M i r ' ’ r - r ; . ^ r v .

e l l v r e m u s t fi n a l l y I ' a v e t ’ e o l d ’ . h o n i o i . i r ' " a y t o o u r n e v ;)

p o s t o . f . r - i c e l o c . a t e d i n '■ ' ay lo rs H lo ^ 1 !

. e r ’ ; i n r , o 1 - . t o t b r b i n e ’ ' .

i h e n o w h o s t o ' ’ ^ ' c e ’ " v a s o e o n f o r i n s - / -

’ /■ an- ’ ’ 1: ’' o. ' o r j T ' l , . - w o r r e
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i - l e a s e d t o n o t e t h ? 5 t t h e e n t r a . n c o v / a s o n t h e r r o u n d l e v e l . h e w fi x t u r e s w e r e

installed and we novr had ’^ore cal.l and combination box^s exceeding

those o f t he o l d . ' l o s t o f fice .On Ju l y / _

i n n u m t e rf T

J i M e x - r e p V ^ ' J . S u l l i v a n h e a d e d a

pe t i t i on requ i r i ng 50n names fo r t he pu rpose o f ob ta in i ng c i t y de l i ve ry,

he were ent i t led to car r ier serv ice two years before th is net . - i t ion v /as

t% > i

c i r c u l a t e d b u t n o o n e s ' - - e m e d t o v / a n t t o t a k e t h e i n i t i a t i v e . T h e p e t i t i o n m e t

i r t h u r C o u . y h l a n

.was postmaster and deliveries were started on Jan,'-23/ 1920. There vrere bnly
w i t h g r e a t s u c c e s s a n d c a r r i e r ' s e r v i c e b e c a m e a c e r t a i n t y.

M a y , I

t w o , c a r r i e r s t o s t a r t v fi t h Harold,Sheridan and James Eaton, later because of
! \

' { ^

c o n t i n u e d g r o v ; t h t h e n a m e s ^ b f E d v / a r d W h i t e a n d W i l l i a i S w e e n e y v / e r e a d d e di u

Chester. Savr /er v ;as the rura l .car r ie r mak ing a to ta l o f five car r ie rs . Cnee

a g a i n t h e p o l i t i c a l p e n d u l u m v / a s s v ; i n g i n g

h r , G o u g h i a n ,

x p e r i o n c e d a h e a l t h y m r o v r t h .

R u r i n g t h e l a s t

a n d W i l l i a m S t o c k v r e l l , a R e p u b l i c a n -
t h r ' ^ - e

a S e m o c r o t , D u r i n g M r . S t o c ' c ' - r o l l s t e r m s , t h e o f fi c e2^^ rs u c c
)

H e v - r a s f o l l o v r e b } ^ i ' r a n k . S h e r i d a n i n 1 9 3 5!

ear o f h is fi rs t te rm he was p laced under C iv i l Serv ice as^ r

V

a r e s u l t o f a n e v ; r u l i n g , w h i c h g u a r a n t e e d t e n u r e i n o f fi c e u n t i l r e t i r e m e n t

age. hostal receipts continued to grow and it became necessary to seek new q
\ ' !

quar ters . , accor ing ly the post o ffice was removed to Ha 'son 3 t , near the junct ion

Summer and bason 3t.It v^as aenarent that this old shack v/as not afit place

fo r aUn i ted S ta tes 'pos t o ffice . Severa l su - "ges t ions fo r anpw s i te waneo f^ ' ^e red

by vie]. ! meanirr- - ' 'oople but they el l had certain drawbacks.Einal ly, the si te ' ' - - f

lected and I' laynarA. has nowr amodern, up-to- date ^ost

o f f j . e e w d i i c h s h o u l d m e e t _ a l l ’ ^ o s t a l r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r y e a r s t o c o m e . J o h n

Nov7 ick i s the p resen t pos tmas te r, and be ing acomparq . t i ve l y youn^^ man v.mt> '

C i v i l S e r v i c e ’ p r o t e c t i o n s h o i i l d c o n t i n u e j n o f fi c e u n t i l r e t i r e m e n t a . g e . I s h ? y .

t h e o l d t o v . ^ n - o u s e v r a s s r

a l w a y s f e e l t h a t I l i a d a t l e a s t s m a l l p a r t i n t h e . s e l e c t i o n o f a s i t e f ^ - rs o m e

n e v ’ n o s t o ' ' ” ’ ' ' ‘ ‘ i c e , D u ^ ^ i n ' " o n e r ’ - ’ t ' o v i e ’ ' ' l v ! ' w e t j . n - s ' " ' f t h o . s e l ' ' c t fi e n t v j o)

f n

h o a r d !r e y ^ e n t . “ p , t " i . v e s ’ o 1 ' 'o O- i n h w i t r i e p a - ' - e e r e ' . ’ ' a - V G O; I O ' . r! a ‘ ' ’ ' n . ' ' i r
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obta in th is locat ion for apark in, '^ ar<^a, Ivms o-p^^osed to th is sufcrost lon

a s I f e l t t h i s p l a c e t o o v a l u a b l e a s n o t f o r a p r i v a t e p a r k i n g l o t ,

J thoup:ht I t v. rou ld be an adeal s i te for the oost o ffice and the other
a h e a d

members ap;reGd,But Iam pett inp ahaad of my story, I -ots return to the

period when Bill 3tocla'/e].l displaced Arthur Courhlan.There v;as asteady in¬
c r e a s e i n b u s i n e s s a n d i n t h e m e a n t i m e f r a n k F i n o c c h i h a d b e e n a d d e d t o

t h e c l e r i c a l f o r c e , I t h i n k t h a t i t w a s i n 1 9 2 7 t h a t t h e t o v m s p e o p l e v r e r e

shocked by the nev/s of Tim I'oynihans untimely passing on Thanks^^ivinp eve,

John Trench advanced from substitute clerk- carrier to remu'^ar
v ; h i l e i n t h e fi r s t a n d s e c o n d

c l e r k i n 1 9 2 ^ .

O t h e r s c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e l o c a l p o s t o f fi c e

class and vrho have since passed away are Arthur Sullivan, Ed,ffhite ,Chet

Savprer, A1 Sul]ivan,Chris Wilson,Harold Sheridan, and possibly ot^^ers,They
were comparativl.y younr men vrho never had a'chance to enjoy avrell earned

' ^ r e t i r e m e n t , .

\
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r ) y a r e . fi n d i n r a n y f a u l t

do carp and

v r i ] . l c o o l t h e n o f f a b i t * ' - f ' e v ^ o r k e d

I d o n ’ t t h i n k t h e t h e ^ o s t o f fi c e c l e r k s o f t o - d a ^

c o n d i t i o n s a n d s a l a r y , h o w e v e r ,v ; i t h t h e i r v / o r k i n ; o n ^

ctri-}rKi?.e. perhap sthe following facts

to ̂ p.rn. there v;-as ncjsuc’"
to be prepared to take charr^e of any v;indow

one !windovr; "-’e hada t h i n y a s n n e c l e r ’ :f r o m 6 * a . mI

noneTr o rders , s tampr e / r i s t r y fi

w e e v e n h a d t o t a k e t u r n syen. dely,later cam'^ the is'nie of vrar bonds,
i n M a s o n i c B l o c k .

windov7,

i r i s w e e p i n r u p
v / h e n t h e p . o . v / a s

the office,F ive mai ls^ were d ispatched dai ly and a l l . incoming

adated receive stamps,-^dd to the above

c o n s i s t e d o f - ^ u t t i n y 9 0 0 c a r d s ,

r o p e r , f o r t y fi v e r a i l r o a d r u n ?

vre ha dn a i l - h a d t o b e b a c k s t a m p e d w i t h

t o t a k e a n a n n u a l c a s e a x a m i n a t i o n . T h i s

5

r

i l l i n c o m i n yo n t h er e p r e s e n t i n y l e t ' v e r s

mail had to be sorted for the many boxes and later .yiven to the box ovmer s.

■> !
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