Post 09?ic¢
Iew%éps it . would® be a cood iﬂma to sive a few salient facts about the United
States post office department before commentins on our owvm local nost office,
The post office department is the larsgest enterprise in America, closely
followed by the American Teleﬁhone & Teleﬁraﬁh Co and General lotors, Tast
year over 80 billion pieces of mail was handled by the rost office derartment

and its 700.000 pay rolls.The htee annual deficit continues to rrow and will

continue to 4o so as long as this department is politically ddminatedillhwms
Farley, who was nostmaster general under Franklin Roosevelt claimed to have

balanced the post office budget ( methinks he must have done a lot of"juspglinz"

T

Benjamin Franklin was our first postmaéter ﬁenéral,'he havine been arnointed bv
the first Continental Congress., Lawrence O'Brien is our present p.m. ﬁenerﬁl.
With these facts safely stbred'away, vie can now confine our remarks sabout

the local post office.The first post office was éstabiisheﬂ in 1850, while
Mthe village was known as issabet. ‘mory lMaynard was our first postmaster . is
\.t}ny office was located opposite the B & M railroad statién Cther mostmasters

followed in this order. iAsa Balcolm,lLorenzo Maynard, John “arriman, ‘'bel “amnes

Ben Jognson, Geo sflood, im "all, Arthur Walker,Airthur Coughlan, “m Stockwell,

Frank Sheridan, and John liowick, the last two coming under the Civil Service
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law which insures continuity in office provided no malfeasance exists durine
their term in office..Fost offices are divided into four classes.First, second,
third and fourth.Fourth class offices were and are usuallv found in small

count.ry stores.There is a movement on foot to eliminate theses smnller officrs
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but I predict it will never hap»en, The boys in Congress will sere to that.

£
J

gostmasters in tho Lth class are »nid from their stamn’cancedlations.

Just hefore I entrred the rostal service the rost office crew consisted of

1 b

¥r., Hall, rostmaster, John Sunc

erland, ass't, ‘rthur Champagne, clerk, and

rthur Hart part tine cler'., 'rthur will alwavs be best knovn for his -~erilons
-ride dovn the issabhet Biver in a fragile canoe vhen the crest of the flood

was @t its highest,

\
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My mind is a trifle nebyloﬁs concernin~ the rost office personnei\when I

"™ entered fhe service in &905, shortly after rraduating from Maynard High ¢ 7

' The. »ost office was lécated<in the Masenic Block. Mp, Hall}was nostmasﬁer and
Ida, his wife was assistant, Arthur Chamrarne and I were clefks,.he left
about a year later and tﬁru his efforts ‘rthur Sullifan replaced'him.ﬁhen
the office went second clasé, I can remember sSully énd I taken the oath
given by Attorney Thomas Hillis. This automaticedly placed us under Civil

i
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Service. Speaking about Sully, I must tell vou about one inciéent that neariy
cost me my job. A negress émployed as a nmaid by_Keyes Hall of Stqw came to

the stamp window one day and asked for " farve two cent stémps" At.that
moment Su11y crépt dn'his hands and meers from out of nowhere, directly
-under ny feet sayiﬁg " farve two cent stamﬁs"j £ Became hysterical and

drbpped heiplessly to the floor. Sullv finallv composéd himself and gave the’
Ereatly embarresd cﬁstomef:her v‘farvr twe cent stamps"' But thié was only
the beginning. Keyes Hall whb.was rreai? nt of a large insurance concern in
‘Boston bought all-his stamps from the Mavnard office and he mbre tﬁan any
othef peréon was reosponsible for advancingz “amard to a second class offiee,
"He called next day in a flaming rare an’' ase” the nostﬁaster who wa= the clerk
who was discourteous to His maid, Mr. tall ,of course was igﬁorant of the
\incident, asked Kéyes to describe the clerk. The guy with the curly hair he
-replied. Don't ever let this happen a~ain Jim, Yr, Hall exchaimed. I took the
entife blame as I did not want to involv. Sully, “usiness was increasing rapid-

ly and soon Tim Moynihan, a great fellow- wrs added to the clerical force.



During Vr-'Hall‘s regime, which'by thé(way'iastéh seventeen years, the office
jumped from third class to second Kew fixtures were installed and a cancelling
machine that cancelled I000 ]ertera a minute, 5efore this 1nnovatlon, we had
#™ cancel all mail by hand, we even had to stamp all incoming mail, I should
make some reference to the Rural Free Delivery which was established in 1902. f
The original route inclﬁded;rart of Stow Lower Villape, No. Sudbury, Nine icre
Corner:,the Fowder ¥ill and TFletcher Corner district, The route was twentv two

iles in length.( Remind me to tell you two or three stories connected with

the R.F. D, followine this mondgraph ) A few vears later, the route vas al-

] éMn«m"”*

most doubled,Two horses were used and I have seen Mp, Rice, the carrier, arfmﬁa at
%—thé post office with a lirhted lantern which he was forced to use in trvlna
r to decinher the addresses on the later rart of the roube. Along day, you say,
but don't forgct thht we clerks use to have to work from 6 a,m, until 8,30 Pam,
;The~business men were much dismleased'ﬁhen we stdrtoo c1oJ1nw at 6.pr.. Tn those
| davs it was difficult to hlre any maiéA( no pun 1nfendeﬂ) aécordinglm almost all
Substltutes care from the distaff side.Claire Réford, May Ledgard, Millie “alker,

— g Vo7 Ay :
ma Greonhalve and Trq. 'raaford Farker ars among some of thé names I remember,

whether Aobert oherldpn was a refular or a sub ,TI do not recall,Before }33V1ﬂ?

the old rost office Iy lasonic Block, I must tell vou how on a very hot day, I

slid out to Bariteaus Barber obOD which was nearby and had my hair scalred., Re-

57 o 5 . N X
urning. to the prost office, I dlscarded my office coat, and rresnntod.m"solftat

L

“he reneral delivery window, L S ' =
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I never thourht it would work, however, ' c¢aneed mv voice and asked if
) ¢ :
A~ . ” /7’/0 ) . T
there was any mail for W, Sampson. e st -te? to look throush the letters ind
the genersl dely section and in the mcsicti-e I put on my coat, ¥When he
turned around.and saw me., he Jjust went % ieces, He must have liked what .he
saw for he immediately went to Baitears 7° ' had the. sime orneration rerformed
Sully not to be outdone also got cli-:ed,Tyepg were so manv humorous
incidents in that old v»ost office,yet, ' ..,-not close its doors without
relating about Mr. Hall's pet object. Iy .28 a burglar alarm that he had
installed in the safe and the big bell o= to; of Masonic Yall that rave the
alarm.He would teat it every morning ralirionsly. Fortunately, it was never
previous
used althouﬁh there had been onefbreals, that rrompted Mr. Hall to install the
alarm, It went off one day by mistake and rwuch to the postmasters chagrin, a

goodly crowd had gathered to assist'in catching the burglate——=-=-a

,.pr. Hall died on Anr. Tu, 19LL and_ras ssneececrded by Arthur falker on June I6

of the same yoar His salary was a lucrstivy 2000, Folitics being what thev are

Mr. Halker only lasted the usual four ver '5,%wrins his term, narcel post‘

service was insugurated. Eleven pounds wa: t'. weight limit,The incominr as we
= 3 7 1
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the outroing mail was carried in a twe ° @1 man roweréd vehicle. Jack Fellv,

fim MacAuslin, and Connie Moynihan wer: in i~ » - f this duty at various peri-

ods., It was not unusual to see them acac ~-n’ ? hy an immiecrant, usually of

)

Finnish or Folish extraction., On their ccst © 1 he tied a tag with the post

office box number of the r@luthPS G 55 4 : ¥ nall was distributed, we
-would take the foreigner to his or her - '~ #sstination. It was quite a sich
Ut ) 4 1 Y . .
to sece their turned u» boots,the B& I’ h ‘o thins goine for them,the
cmovernment alloted the railréad eitheo: 20,000 eicrhty thonsand dollars
for carrying the mail annually hetwern v ~oton anil Farlboro. Fure gravy,
-~ ) ) _ _ :
ell, we rmust finally lrave t'e old ' wend our way to our new

nostof' fice located in ilavi Bl aoils s :
! cat i1 ylors Bloclk + adjunct to the block,

2 new nostofCice was oren for ins TO1A and the reonle wems
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~cleased to note that the entrance was on the ground level.llew fixtures were
installed and we now had more call and combination boxns.exceedinﬁ in number
those Qf the old wost office.On July:h, LiIé, ex-renﬁA?J.ﬁﬁllivan headed a
petltlon requiring 500 names for t“; purpose of obtaining city delivery.
ife were entitled to carrirr service two years bhefore this ﬂ@t1t1on was
circulated but no one Sﬂemed to want to take the initiative. The petition met

with. great success and carrler service hecame a certainty. Arthur Cousrhlan
4 ' May, I : :
was postmaster and deliveries were started on Jdan,—23/ 1920. There were only

two carriers to start with Harold Sheridan and James Caton, later becauqe of

“,

-
vc0ﬂt1nued growth the names _6f Edward White and u1111a“ Jweeney were added, ifrq
Chester. oawver was the rural carrwer maklng a toLaJ of fjve carrierss. Cnce

again the political pendulum was swinging and dl]llam StookweWJ a Republican
' : : “three :
succ¥ed Mr., Coughlan., a Democrat.During }r. Stockwells B33 terms, the office
xperienced a healthy srowth. He was followed by Frank oherldan in: 1935,

During -the last year of his first term he was placed under Civil Service as
. L : =

a result of a new ruling,which suaranteed tenure in office until retirement

age. Fostal receipts continued to grow and 1t became necessary to seek new q

Y

quartérs.; accoringly the nost offlce was removed to Fason St, near the Junction
Summer and Hason St.It was anrarent that this old shack was not a fit place

for a United States post office. Several surrestions for a new site Wezeoffered
hy ﬁel] meanine- neople but they all had certain drawbacks.Fimally, the site ~f

the old town house was sclected and Maynard has now a modern, ur-to- date nost

office which should meet‘all ~ostal requirements. for vyears to come., John
Nowick is the nresent postmaste er, and bheingz a comparitivelv youne man with

Civil Service nrotection should continne in office until retirement age. I shal:

always feel that I had at least some small part in the selection of 2 site fer
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new postoffice.Durin~ one of tre woe%ly maootin-~s of the sel~ctmen, two

; s ~oT - 5 . Ty P S W L e, L L1 o s (I
represrntatives of Mavrard Industries ar»eared belove ¢ yoard, They wante

I
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’\obtaiﬁ this location for a parking area. I was oprosed to this sugrestion
as I.felt this place was too valuable a spot for a private parking lot.
I thought 1t would.be an adeal site for the post office and the other.
: ahead |
members agreed.But I am petting akemd of my story. Lets return to the
period when Bill Stockwell displaced Arthur Coughlan.There was a steady in-
crease in business and in the meantime Frank Finocchi had heen added to
the clerical force. I think that it was in I927 thét the tovmspeonrle were
shocked by the news of Tim Foynihans untimely passing on Thanksgi?inﬁ eVe.
Joﬁn Twench advanced from substitute clerk- carrier to reguar clerk in I1928&.
Others connected with the local post office while in the first and second
class and who have since passed away are Arthur Sullivan, Ed.¥hite ,Chet
Sawyer, Al Sullivan,Chris Wilson,Harold Sheridan, and possibly ot*ers.They
were comparativly YOﬁng men who never had.a'chance to enjoy'a well earned

™ retirement. .
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I don't thin% the the rost office clerks of to-day are finding any fault

with their workins copditions and salary, however, igéomn do carp and
~ - | :

.ctrifzize. rerkars the following facts will ccol them off a bit., e worked
v from 6.2.m to & p.m, there was n#suc? a thing as nne clerk, oné-window; we had
3 to be prepared to take charge of any window, registry, money orders, stamp
winaow, gen, dely,later.camm the-issue of war bonds, we even had to take turns

- when the p.o. was in Masonic Block.
i sweeping up the office.Five mails were dispatched daily and all incomins

T e

mail - had to be backstamped with a2 dated receive st mps.idd to the above, we had
' ﬁ to take an annual case axamination.This consisted of mutting 900 cards,

: fepreéeﬁting'lethers—‘on the proper forfy five éailroad tuns, All incoming
mail had to be sorted for the many boxes and 1éter-ﬁiven to the box owner s,

Ve were among.the first ten offices in the country relative to postal savings
deposits.On a Friday and Saturday the corridor in unending streams would bhe-

packed with foreigners senyding money to,the old country, ¥hen the incoming

(

~ mnail arrived, we would put dovn all fourcwindows and leave dovn @ntil all the
mail had b“been placed in the boxes. Then up would go the windows and the

shout, " get your mail and get out"
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. Thus , we have seen our local post office grow from a lowly littlr office,
which was usuzlly housed in sore merchants store to ~ modern building

e <
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doins a business of well over a one hundred thousand dollar husipmss,under the

v i . 3 T . .
postmasterships of Fpank Sheridan an” John liQwick. _ :

Humorous side lirhts,

RePoD.: Ted Williams,
- Ga&ana,
Fat Stone.
Jead Souirrel
Turkey raffle. F.

I win . : :
13 have to credit mvself writh being a bit nrorhetic.You will recall that
at tre.herinnineg of this monorrarh; I stSted that the pr.o. dent is nolitically
~~dominated.Yesterday Postaster, Gen. C'Brien su-reste? that the =.n., dent he
%hOllshed,ﬁwscwntinno the cabinet office of nostmaster ceneral, and anroint a
3 A X $ : i i g
doard of Dirrctors to he vvn nlone the lines of o rrivate
‘.-,‘-' 15 . . o & % ot 5 K g ' )
I think it is an excellent icdea,the denartrent wonul”’ he aelf sustainine ~n-
the hure defecit that i MBI e A e 7 i N WNFLALNIN !
R .eCl nat inereases eact wear wonls hHe a tvlin- of the rast
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