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F i r s t N a t i o n a l C o o p e r a t i v e A s s o c i a t i o n o f M a y n a r d .

T h i s a s s o c i a t i o n w a s b o m a t t h e F i n n i s h C o n g r e g a t i o n a l C h u r c h o n

Walnu t S t ree t i n Oc tober, 1915 , w i th achar te r membersh ip o f fo r t y - two .

(Maynard News, Oct. 22, 1915.) As was mentioned in our paper on the

United Cooperative Society of Maynard, this group of forty-two refused to

go along with the vote of the Maynard Milk Producers' Cooperative to

a f fi l i a t e w i t h t he Un i t ed Coope ra t i ve Soc ie t y. The i r r easons s temmed

mainly from political differences as the United Cooperative Society leader¬

ship of that period had socialist leanings. The Rochdale principles of

cooperation did not apparently prevent the dominant group from throwing

i t s w e i g h t a r o u n d .

T h e fi r s t s t o r e o f t h e F i r s t N a t i o n a l w a s j u s t a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t

The comer s tore present ly occupied byf r o m t h e U n i t e d C o o p S o c i e t y

Milk was processed sorae'where on Maynard Hill for

It opened in March, 19l6, approximately as the

W e s t e r n A u t o S t o r e .

h o m e d e l i v e r y a n d t h e s t o r e .

First Annual Report and meeting of the Society was reported in the Maynard

The building (owned by the Naylors',) housed also

Banders Clothing Store, which later became the New Idea Store of Sam Lerer.

Afire, reported Sept. 15, 1916 caused considerable damage to both establish-

News of March 2 , 1917»

m e n t s b u t w a s n o t f a t a l .

The Associat ion bought the Somerset Hotel property on the comer

T h i sof Main and River Streets (Mar. 26, 1920) and moved in June 11, 1920.

T h e m i l k r o o m a n d b a k e r ys tore is present ly occup ied by Jacob 's Market .

M e m b e r s h i p fl u c t u a t e da d d e d t o t h i s a t t h e r e a r o f t h e b u i l d i n g .w e r e

S o m e o f t h e m a n a g e r s w e r ea r o u n d t h e t w o h u n d r e d m a r k t h r o u g h t h e y e a r s .



L a u r i K o s k i , W a i n o W i l l i a m s , A l e x S o p a n c h , To i v o K i e k i , T u e v o K r e k u l a a n d

Mr. Kaikkonen (first name missing).

The Association went bankrupt in 19^1, due mostly to the leniency

o f t h e m a n a g e m e n t a n d b o a r d o f d i r e c t o r s d u r i n g t h e G r e a t d e p r e s s i o n s t a r t i n g

i n 1 9 2 9 . M e m b e r s c h a r g e d o r h a d t o c h a r g e t o f e e t h e m s e l v e s a n d u n a b l e

fi n a l l y t o p a y f e l t t h e A s s o c i a t i o n ( w h i c h w a s t h e i r s , o f c o u r s e ) s h o u l d

A n d s o p a s s e d i n t o M a y n a r d h i s t o r y a n o t h e r c o o p e r a t i v es u p p o r t t h e m .

a l o n g s i d e t h e R i v e r s i d e C o o p a n d t h e P o l i s h C o o p .

A l l d a t e s a r e f r o m t h e M a y n a r d N e w s , I a m a l s o i n d e b t e d f o r

add i t iona l in fo rmat ion to Ra lph Sher idan, Mrs . Rache l Aho, and espec ia l l y

t o V e e t i Ta i v a l , s i x t e e n a n d a h a l f s e c r e t a r y t o t h e A s s o c i a t i o n .

Read at the November 1968 meetirig of the Maynard

H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y - B . R . K o s k i .


