
P L E A S U R E B O AT S O N T H E A S S A B E T R I V E R
b y R a l p h L . S h e r i d a n

May 23t 1906 alicense was granted to two enterprising Maynard men,

M r , P e t e r W i l c o x a n d M r , F r e d C h a n d l e r , w h o p u t a h . p . s t e a m l a u n c h

n a m e d “ Q u e e n t «

o n t h e A s s a b e t R i v e r f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f t a k i n g p a r t i e s

f r o m M a y n a r d t o W h i t m a n ’ s c r o s s l n g ( n e a r B o o n ’ s P o n d ) a n d r e t u r n ,

n e w l a u n c h w a s a s g o o d a s m o n e y c o u l d b u y, w o u l d c a r r y a t l e a s t t w e n t y

p a s s e n g e r s , a n d w o u l d t r a v e l o v e r t h e r i v e r a t a r a p i d c l i p ,

h o u s e a n d l a n d i n g w h a r f w a s b u i l t a t t h e r i v e r i n t h e r e a r o f t h e C o n ¬

co rd , Mayna rd and Hudson S t ree t Ra i lway ca rba rn on Grea t Road ,

T h e

A b o a t -

A l a n d i n g

whart was a lso bui l t a t Whi tman’s crossing for those who desired to get

off for Boon’s Pond, which was aquar ter-of -a-mi le walk away, and where

t h e p a s s e n g e r s c o u l d b o a r d t h e l a u n c h " P r i n c e s s ” f o r a r i d e a r o u n d t h e

ent i re Boon’s Pond or to any of the several landing p laces. A t fi r s t

regular tr ips were made on Sundays and Saturday afternoons.(Note:-No day¬

l ight saving t ime In those days and the working day ended at 6P.M,

l a t e r . ) .

o r

Later one trip per day each way was made on weekdays. The cost

o f t h e r i d e u p t h e r i v e r w a s t w e n t y - fi v e c e n t s . T h e t r i p s e e m e d t o fi l l

a p o p u l a r w a n t a n d w a s e n j o y e d b y m a n y. A m o n g t h e s c e n i c a t t r a c t i o n s

along the t r ip was the "o le* swimming hole" or "Cutchies", where most of

the boys and young men of the town learned to swim; Bent’s Icehouse, a
s h o r t d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e D u t c h i e s " , v ; h e r e t h e a d v a n c e d s w i m m e r s c o u l d

the ioerun and the "stump" nearby for diving and to enjoy the waves from

the passing launches; Russel l ’s br idge, where a l l on board the boat had

to duck their head as they passed underneath; Comeau’s ice-house, just
b e y o n d t h e b r i d g e ;

b e a c o n b e f o r e t h e b e n d i n t h e r i v e r a t C r o w I s l a n d .

u s e

N a n n y G o a t R o c k " , w h i c h s t o o d o u t o f t h e w a t e r a s a

In September I906, the company puichased anew steam launch, the
G e r t r u d e " , t o b e o p e r a t e d w i t h t h ef t

" Q u e e r ) " o n t h e r i v e r . I t w a s t w e n t y



t l2 ~ R L S - ^ P l e a s u r e B o a t s o n A s s a b e t R i v e r ,

I t w a s b u i l t i nf e e t l o n g a n d w o u l d a c c o m m o d a t e t h i r t y - fi v e p a s s e n g e r s ,

the barn of Mr. George Whitney and was named the "Gertrude

T h i s n e w a d d i t i o n w a s f o u n d n e c e s s a r y b e c a u s e

i n h o n o r o f

M r . C h a n d l e r ’ s d a u g h t e r .

W i t h t h e a d d i t i o no f t h e d e m a n d f o r a c c o m m o d a t i o n s o n t h e r i v e r t r i p ,

of another boat trips were made every hour on Sundays from 8a.m. to 7

On weekdays aboat lef t Maynard for Boon’s Fond at 2p.m. and re-p« m.

t u r n t r i p t o M a y n a r d l e f t a t 3 P * n i .

In May 1910, the firm name changed to Chandler and Ho?:^ward by the

purchase of one-third interest in the business by Mr. Allan Howard.
W i l c o x s t i l l r e t a i n e d h i s i n t e r e s t i n t h e b u s i n e s s , b u t t h e o t h e r t w o

M r .

A t h i r d b o a t " T e d d y " w a s p u t i n s e r v i c em e m b e r s o p e r a t e d t h e l a i m c h e s .

i n 1 9 1 0 .

September 10, 1910 the "Queen" was sold to Lake Boon part ies. In

Ap r i l 1912 t he fi rm dec ided t o se l l ou t and o f f e red agood p ropos i t i on

t o a n y b o d y .

t o t h e U n i o n C a r b i d e C o m -O n J u n e 1 2 , 1 9 1 4 t h e y s o l d t h e " G e r t r u d e

I t w a s u s e d o n L a k e B o o n f o r a s h o r t t i m e a n d t h e np a n y o f C a n a d a .

s h i p p e d t o S a u l t S t e . M a r i e , M i c h i g a n .

July 12, 1916, Mr. C. C, Murray of Maynard obta ined a l icense to

H e o p e r a t e d a v e r y s h o r t t i m e .o p e r a t e m o t o r b o a t s o n t h e A s s a b e t R i v e r .

A l l w h o t o o k t h i s d e l i g h t f u l t r i p u p t h e r i v e r a n d b a c k s t i l l h o l d

i t a s o n e o f t h e i r m o s t c h e r i s h e d m e m o r i e s .

D a t e s a n d f a c t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n o b t a i n e d f r o m c o p i e s o f t h e " M a y n a r d N e w s "
t h r o u g h t h e c o u r t e s y o f t h e " A s s a b e t Va l l e y B e a c o n " .
P h o t o g r a p h w i t h c o u r t e s y o f M r . A r t h u r L . W i l c o x , s o n o f M r . P e t e r W i l c o x .

^ o n e o f t h e o r i g i n a l o w n e r s o f t h e b o a t c o m p a n y .


