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f o r t h e F a y n a r d H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y

Rober t Burns* famous phi losophy " the wel l - la id p lans of mice

and men gang a f t ag lae

t i m e s .

hac proven true to most of us many, many

It came to my mind when Iuncovered this story of an event

which took place in Faynard exactly 50 years ago.

The year 1915 was the fiftieth anniversary of the end of the
C i v i l W a r , Although there was no such town as "Maynard, Massachu-

setts" in 1861, the village of Assabet made up of parts of Sudbury
and S tow sen t th i r t y -s i x men in to the war o f rebe l l i on . S e v e r a l

G . A . R . m e n s e t t l e d h e r e s o o n a f t e r t h e w a r . O n e o f t h e s e w a s

A. D, Holt, who became commander of the Isaac Davis post, G.A.R, of
A c t o n . His daughter, Anna, atalented musician and teacher of piano,

conceived the idea of raising enough money to erect amemorial in

honor of the men who served from this area in the Civil War and the

Span i sh -Amer i can War o f 1898 . S h e h a d g i v e n t w o c o n c e r t s , o n e i n

1915 and one in June 1916, and donated the proceeds to such afund.

Afew public-spirited citizens became interested in her project and
o f f e r e d t o h e l p . Acommittee was organized under the chairmanship
of the Rev. A. K, Osgood, minister of the Maynard 7/^ethodist Church.

Others on this committee were K. J. Bwinells, Miss Anna Holt,

A. B, Hol t , Mr. Howard V/ i lson, and J* . J , Hi l fer ty.

M r .

T h e y p e t i t i o n e d

the t rus tees o f t he Me thod i s t Chu rch to secu re apo r t i on o f t he i r

l a v m a t M a i n a n d S u m m e r S t r e e t s . T h i s p e t i t i o n w a s a p p r o v e d i n

August 1916, vfhen the church agreed to deed to the town agrass

p l o t o f a b o u t P C f e e t a t t h e l o w e r e n d o f t h e i r l a w n .

By now the fund was about :t^700,00. The cos t o f the monument



w a s e s t i m a t e d a t $ 2 5 0 0 . 0 0 .

A t fi r s t i t w a s s u g g e s t e d t o c a n v a s t h e w h o l e t o w n t o r a i s e

Th is was de le ted by many p rominen t bus inessment h e e x t r a m o n e y .

w h o c a m e u p w i t h t h e i d e a o f c e l e b r a t i n g t h e O c t o b e r 1 2 t h h o l i d a y

^ w i t h a g a l a F i e l d D a y a n d P u b l i c B a r b e c u e , t h e p r o c e e d s t o b e

g i v e n t o t h e M o n u m e n t F u n d . T h i s i d e a w a s e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y a p ¬

p r o v e d a n d a B a r b e c u e C o m m i t t e e w a s f o r m e d : C ! ( X ! L y n c h , P ! J .

S u l l i v a n , A l b e r t B a t l e y , J a m e s B e n t a n d W i l l i a m U a y l o r .

E v e r y o n e i n t o w n w a s u r g e d t o m a k e t h i s a s u c c e s s f u l a f f a i r .

A l l S o c i a l , f r a t e r n a l a n d l a b o r o r g a n i z a t i o n s w e r e c o n t a c t e d t o

g e t t h e i r i d e a s a n d s u g g e s t i o n s ,

A p a r a d e w a s p l a n n e d t o o p e n t h e f e s t i v i t i e s ,

game at Crowe Park, fol lowed by ashort speaking program, then

the dinner, an afternoon of sports, and an evening of dancing,

K r . O s g o o d d e s c r i b e d i t t o b e

s i o n f o r t h e t o w n , ”

T h e n a b a l l

a g r e a t h i s t o r i c a n d s o c i a l o c c a -

K r, L o u i s A r i g o n i , ' b a r b e c u e m a n f r o m C a n t o n w a s c o n t a c t e d

a n d a g r e e d t o s u p e r v i s e t h e b a r b e c u e ,

n o o r d i n a r y c o o k - o u t j

U n d e r s t a n d , t h i s w a s t o b e

M r , A r i g o n i w o u l d r o a s t a n 8 0 0 p o u n d s t e e r j

A f e w w e e k s p r i o r t o t h e a p p o i n t e d d a y, h e m e t w i t h c o m m i t t e e m e n

a n d m a r k e d o u t a s p o t a t C r o w e P a r k n e a r t h e b a s e b a l l b a c k s t o p s u i t ¬

a b l e f o r a r o a s t i n g p i t . K e d i r e c t e d t h e p i t t o b e d u g b y t h e s e

9 f t , X 7 f t X 2 f t . a n d l i n e d w i t h b o u l d e r s .m e a s u r e m e n t s : H e a l s o

o r d e r e d t h e s e s u p p l i e s :

1 5 b u s h e l s o f c o r n

3 0 b a g s o f c h a r c o a l

2 0 p o u n d s s a l t

2 p o u n d s p e p p e r



5 b a r r e l s o f p o t a t o e s

5 0 p o u n d s o f b u t t e r

1 2 0 l o a v e s 1 0 c e n t b r e a d !

O c t o b e r 1 2 , 1 9 1 6 w a s a b e a u t i f u l w a r m f a l l d a y , i d e a l f o r

T h e s t e e r w a s p u t o n i r o n s a n d t h e fi r ea n o u t d o o r c e l e b r a t i o n .

A t e n t 1 2 0 f t . X 3 0 f t . w i t hs t a r t e d a t 7 : 0 0 t h e n i g h t b e f o r e .

seat ing capaci ty of 500 was a lso erected the prev ious af ternoon.

T h e t o w n w a s g a i l y d e c o r a t e d w i t h fl a g s a n d b a n n e r s s t r u n g a c r o s s

t h e s t r e e t s .

The parade started at 9:30 from Paper i^ill Corner (Y^al-
tham and Parker Streets) up l^ain Street to Sudbury Street and

James Kull in led the parade on horseback.

Included in the line of march were the police, the National Band

t h e n c e t o C r o w e P a r k .

Company 1of Concord, Alice Newton as asoldier girl, Robert Jack-
,as Uncle Sam, Francis Coughlin as asailor, G.A.R.

s c h o o l c h i l d r e n , I ^ a y n a r d F i f e

m e m b e r s ,e o n

K i s s H o l t z s m u s i c c l a s s w i t h fl a g s .

Summer Hill Lodge, Holy Name Society, "Eagles, Pol¬a n d D r u m C o r p s ,

ish Society, Scouts from Kaynard and Acton,

Atall-game wae played at 10;CP A.W. followed ty ashort program
ICr. Osgood introduced the following:

S e n a t o r N a t h a n T u f t s

o f s p e a k e r s .

Congressman John Jacob Rogers
c a n d i -Dr. John F. (Honey Fitz) Fitzgerald who was then a

He was well-lcnown and likedd a t e f o r t h e U . S . S e n a t e .

t r e m e n d o u s o v a t i o n .in Maynard and received a

Sherman Hoar was the final orator.E x - S e n a t o r

Then the dinner was announced.

Following the dinner was an afternoon of sports snd games, and an

About 800 people were fed.



»■ -

Everyone enjoyed fhe i r ise lves but the affa i r

A f t e r m e e t i n g e x p e n s e s o f $ 9 0 0 , 0 0 , o n l y

T h i s g a v e t h e l ^ o n u m e n t E u n d a t r e a s u r y o f

e v e n i n g o f d a n c i n g .

! V 7 a s a s o c i a l s u c c e s s o n l y .

$ 2 5 0 . 0 0 w a s r e a l i z e d .

$ 1 , 0 2 9 . 0 0 .

The committee again suggested ahouse to house canvas for

funds, but i t was decided that the townspeople were al ready bur-

T h e y d e c i d e d t o e n t e r a n a r t i c l e

on the warrant at the spr ing town meet ing for an appropr ia t ion of

B e f o r e t h i s w a s c a r r i e d o u t , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s e n t e r e d

Al l p lans and ideas were temporar i -

d e n e d w i t h t o o m a n y e x p e n s e s .

$ 1 5 0 0 . 0 0 .

t h e G r e a t V / o r l d W a r i n E u r o p e .

ly dropped, the money deposited in the bahir, and eventually applied

to the expenses of the present monument in l^’emorial Bark.

F o r m e , I m o w i n g t h e s t o r y

W e a l l

ho ld great respect for these memor ia ls ,

of Kiss Anna Holt ’s patr iot ic endeavor, my respect goes even deep-

Her plan did not materialize as she expected, but she was re¬

sponsible for one of the greatest celebrations ever held In Kaynard.

e r .


