
S T. B R I D G E T ’ S C E M E T E RY

Tiie St. Bridget's Cemetery land \jas bought and laid out in I869 t\/o years

before St, Bridget's Catholic fhrisli (1871) came into being and while still a

m i s s i o n o f t h e M a r l b o r o R a . r i s h .

Accord ing to Gut ter idge 's H is tory o f I 'h ,ynard many bur ia ls o f Assabet Vi l lage

Catho l i cs took p lace in Saxonv i l l e as par t o f S t . George 's Par i sh , However, there

a r e a f e w s t o n e s i n S t . B r i d g e t ' s C e m e t e r y i n d i c a t i n g t h a t s o m e C a t h o l i c s w e r e

buried on that land prior to I869 or interred later; O’Donnell, dated l^y 28, 1959^

Hurley, I863; Ovsens, 1865; Doyle, Sept. 12, 1866. T h i s w o u l d f u r t h e r i n d i c a t e t h a t

ptior to 1857 when Union Hall 'ivas built -and which the village Catholics used

u n t i l 1 8 6 6 - C a t h o l i c s ^ Ta l k e d t o S a x o n v i l l e f o r s e r v i c e s a n d h a d a t i n t e r v a l s

m a s s e s i n h o m e s - l i a d n o f o r m a l o r g a n i z a t i o n .

The fi rs t pe rson in te r red in S t . B r idge t ' s Cemetery a f te r i t \?as la id ou t w ’as

James Heffernan, aCivil War veteran -date April 12, I87O.

Tlie Town meeting of March 10, 1873 voted to appropriate $300 to fence the

Catho l ic Cemetery - then voted to re-cons ider the vote grant ing money to fence

the Catholic Cemetery and passed over the article. (Apparently municipal money

could not be appropriated for any but amunicipal cemetery)

January I9 , I9OO -S t . Br idge t ' s Phr ish to improve the cemetery by the e rec t ion

of asuitable enti*ance and stone fence -Architects McGinnis, Walsh fi: S\illivan(Boston),

February 23^ I9OO -Plans for gate and ent rance nears complet ion - fence a lso

T h e e n t r a n c e w i l l b e 3 5 f e e t w i d e - m a s o n r yt o b e b u i l t p r o v i d e d a n y f u n d s l e f t .

o f fancy br ick wi th l imestone t r im and surmounted wi th hood of ant ique oak.

I ^ i a r c h 3 0 ^ 1 9 G G ~ B r i d g e t ' s N a t i o n a l F e s t i v a l t o t a k e p l a c e a t M u s i c H a l l

B o o t h s o f a l l s o r t s f o r s a l e o f g o o d s .t o r a i s e f u n d s f o r c e m e t e r y f u n d s .

s t a r t s w o r k o n n e w t o m b f o r S t . B r i d g e t ' sJ u l y 2 5 , 1 9 0 2 - J o l m K e l l y, C o n t r a c t o r,

C e m e t e r y,

May 2^^, 1938 -Voted at town meeting the sum of :’)700 to be paid to St. Bridget's

R i r i sh fo r the pe rpe tua l ca re o f seven ve te ran 's g raves a t S t . B r idge t ' s cemete ry.



( 2 . )

This appropriat ion not approved by Commission of Corporat ions and Tfeixat ion for whi le

y o u m a y a p p r o p r i a t e m o n e y f o r t h e c a r e o f t h e s e l o t s n o a u t h o r i z a t i o n e x i s t s w h i c h

woh ld a l low the to^m to es tab l i sh perpe tua l care funds fo r such apurpose,

1939 -Voted to rescind the action taken under Article 16 at toim meeting of

May 24, I938.

194Q -Care of veteran*s lots at St. Bridget's. 9I6.

1941 -Voted sura of $25 to provide for care of veteran's lots at St. Bridget's,
in accordance with Chapter 115j Sect ion 22 G,L.

Iam indebted to Gutteridge's History of Nfeynard,“all dates from 1900-02,“-

1/fe.ynard News,“and Ralph Sheridan for research in the Toi'm I-feeting records.

Read at the I'ferch, 19^9 Meeting of
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