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" A S S A B E T P I L L S ”
Ta h i s tory of*^

C o m p l 3 , e d b y H a l r h L , S h e r i d a n

T h e r e a l t h r e a t o f t h e s e t t l e m e n t o f A s s a b e t

Village to supersede both Stovj and Sudbury began in 1646,

when Araory ilaynard and Wil.llam Knight began the opera¬

t i o n s w h i c h e s t a b l i s h e d t h e i r w o o l e n m l ' L l s o n t h e A s s a b e t

R l v a r . T h e V i l l a g e b e g a n t o a s s u m e n e w l i f e . T h e w a t e r

p owe r wh i ch had bee n u se d o n l y b y Asa Sm i t h ’s comb ina t i on

saw, gr is t and c ider mi i l located near the br idge on what

i s n o w c a l l e d K i l l S t r e e t , a n d a f t e r w a r d s c a l l e d J e w e l l * s

K i l l " , w h e r e s p i n d l e s f o r t e x t i l e m i l l s w e r e m a d e ,

purchased. On November 24, 1845, Kr. Knight purchased
f r o m A s a S m i t h t h e " J e w e l l M i l l

w a s

a n d t w o h o u s e s n e a r b y a t

M i l l S t r e e t a n d S u m m e r K i l l L a n e ( n o w c a l l e d S u m m e r H i l l

R o a d ) . In the house now owned, by

M r . M a y n a r d m a d e h i s fi r s t r e s i d e n c e .

M r . K n i g h t f o r some years had. owned and opic^rated

acarpe t fac to ry a t Saxonv i ] . le (a sec t ion o f nearby Kraminfi ' -

h a m ) , and w’hich had recently been destro3^ed by fire.

M a y n a r d h a d l e f t s c h o o l a t t h e a g e o f f o u r t e e n t o e n t e r t h e

i i r .

sawmi l l owned by Isaac t i r ^ynard ,

M a r l b o r o ,

h i s f a t h e r , a t F o r t M e a d o w,

' . I s o h e l p i n g o n t h e f a r m . T h e e l d e r M a y n a . r d d i e d

the boy took charge of the business,

t a t t i n g o n b u i l d i n g a m d c o n -

v : h e n . A m o r y w a s s i x t e e n ;

c a r r y i n g i t o n s u c c e s s f u l . l y ,

t r a c t i n g a n d w ; i t } i i n a s h . o r t t i m e w a s e - n p l o y i n g a b o u t s i x t y
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I n t h i s w a y h e C ' - ’ M e i n c o n t a c t v ; i t h h r . K n i p h t , f o r 'm e n .

w h o m h e h o . d ^ d o n e s o m e b u i l c i n . ' j : , n d t h i s r e s u l t e d i n t h e i r

p a r t n e r s h i p f o r t h e m a n u f a c t u r e o f c a r p e t s ,

o f B o s t o n t o o k o v e r F o r t r . ' e a . d o w F o n d , t h e s a w m i l l l o s t

w h e n t h e C i t y

l t * s w a t e r r i ? ; h t s , a n d K r . K a y n a r d . t u r n e d t o A s s a b e t V i l -

l a . p e a s t h e s c e n e o f h i s l u r r . h e r o p e r a t i o n s .

1 8 4 6 , h e m a d e h i s fi r s t l a n d p u r c h fi s e f r o m I l b e n S .

O n h a y 1 9 ,

B r o o k s ,

t h i s l a n d b e i n ? o n b o t h s i d e s o f t h e l i i i l s i b e t h ” E i v e r .

L a n d w a s a l s o b o u g h t a t t h i s t i m e f r o m T h o m a s K . a n d S i l a s

F. B r o o k s , a n d o f K a m a n , G e S m i t h ,

t i n u i n ^ h i s p u r c h a s e s u n t i l h e c o n t r o l l e d a l l t h e a v a i l ¬

a b l e w a t e r p o w ’ e r , w a t e r i n p - h t s ' ‘ n d m i ] . l s i t e s i n t h i s v l -

In Ju ly 1846 , no less than th i r t y - fou r deeds

c o n -

c i n i t y . a r e

r e c o r d e d , cover ing h is purch ' . ' ces,—n map of November 1846

shows tha t he owned one hunr red and n ine acres o f cho ice

l a n d i n t h e h e a r t o f t h e V i l o r e . ' . . i t h i n a f e v j y e a r s h e

h a d c o n t r o l o f t h e w a t e r

P o n d ( S t o w O a n d t o F o r t l a . - ' - d o v

F l - v S u p t h e r i v e r t o B o o n e ’ s

i o n d ( F ' - r l b o r o u p h ) .

Mppro'-'C‘--.d .-.- ■'■■n Smith regarding a

I t i s r e ¬

lated, v. ’hen Kr. Mayns'.rd

l a r < ’ - e t r a c t o f l a n d h e d c t r i r o d t c T - u i c U a s e , h r . S m . i t h v ^ a s

n o t f a v o r a b l y i m p r e s s e d i - y h i s 1 : - .nd doubted h is be ing

- ' h i l i t y t o p a y f o r t h e

' i ■

a d e s i r a b l e c i t i z e n a n d s t i . C ' - j 1 i rP U :

l a n d .

T o ^ a k e t h e 3 i ' - r a b l e s o u r c e o f p o w e r

h e b c u h t a s t r i p o f 3 ' > n d o . ' i i i t h , t v v ' o a n d o n e -

h a . l f ' ^ ' o d s w i d e , f r o ? i i t h e t ( ! ' - ' t i s w o v e t h e m i l ]

pond; a c - a n a l a n d . V r * L f w ' ‘ e r i . - c e h a t t h e n a l o : : .■! / a s

s w ’ r r n p y h o l l o w w i t h a t - ! - - i ^ r t " r r o u : h . i t . T h e
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t r ^ ^ C t v ; - a s c l e a r e d o f t r e e s , a n e a r t h e n d a m b u i l t a c r o s s

f r o m t h e T h o m p s o n S t r e e t s i d e t o t h e M a i n S t r e e t s i d e ,

n e a r K h e r e t h e p r e s e n t r a i l r o a d c r o s s i n g i s l o c a t e d , m a k ¬

i n g e v e r y t h i n g r e a d y f o r t h e e r e c t i o n o f t h e m i l l b u i l d ¬

i n g s , f o r w h i c h h i s e a r l y t r a i n i n g h a d fi t t e d h i m .

(Note:- Artemas Whitney, v-’ho was born in ths.t part of

S tov j , wh i ch i s now Mayna rd , was obse l y assoc ia . t ed w i t h

M r . M a y n a r d a s a f r i e n d a n d a d v i s o r , t o o k t h e c o n t r a c t t o

b u i l d t h e ( B e n S m l t h * s ) d a r a a c r o s s t h e r i v e r a n d d i d t h e

fi r s t d a y ' s w o r k o n i t a l o n e . A l s o , h e l p e d t o b u i l d t h e

p r e s e n t M i l l p o n d , a n d l a i d t h e f o u n d a t i o n f o r t h e fi r s t

100 houses bui l t to accommodate the mi l l operat ives.)

The Ben Smi th Dam hav ing been th rown across the

r i v e r , t h e . w a t e r l e d i n t o t h e i l l p o n d , w a t e r w h e e l s b e ¬

i n g I n s t a l l e d , t h e y w e r e r e a d y f o r t h e m i l l s ,

b u i l d i n g w a s a w o o d e n s t r u c t u r e , 5 0 x 1 0 0 f e e t ,

l o c a t e d a t t h e c o r n e r o f w h a t w a s l a t e r c a l l e d M a i n S t r e e t

(No te t -There v ras no Ma in S t ree t when Mr.

T h e fi r s t

a n d w a s

a n d V . ' a l n u t S t r e e t .

M a y n a r d c a m e t o t h e v i l l a g e ,

a p p o i n t e d a c o m m i t t e e * ' t o c o n t r a c t f o r t h e b u l l d i n "

On September 22, 184-8, Stow

o f a

new road and br idge as ordered by the County Comr^i s£.; ioners

o n t h e o e t l t 3 o n o f V i i l l i a m H , K n i ' - h t a n d o t h e r s . S u d b u r y

v o t e d o n A p r i l 2 , 1 8 4 9 t o r a y f o r t h e r o a d a n d b r i d < e a t

K n l a h t * s f a c t o r y . ) 1 , 3 1 0 . T h e b - i i d p e w a s a t w o - s r a n w o o d ¬

e n o n e r e v S t i n g o n a c e n t e r p i e r o f s t o n e ,

o r i - . i n a i . l y b u i l t o n ^ t h e s o u t h s i d e o f t h e r i v e r f r o m

* b ' i n S t r e e t t o T h o : ^ p s o n S t r e e t .

W a l n u t S t r e e t

v r a s

I n 1 8 ? 2 , i t w a s n e c e s s a r y

t o u s e t h i s l a n d f o r - a d d i t i o n a l m i l l b u i l d i n g s , a n d U a l n u t
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s t r e e t \ u i b r e l o c a t e d o n t h e n o r t h s i d e o f t h e r i v e r a n d a n

i ron b r idge Ie rec ted . )

I n t he Sp r i ng o f 1B4? , t hey began t o moke y. ^ ' r n ,

a n d s o o n a f t e r c a r p e t s . ( M o t e : - ' l h e f o r m e r M a r y k o o d , m c t h -
M A B r i e f H i s t o r y o fe r o f W i l l i a m K . G u t t e r i d o e , a u t h o r o f

t h e To v m o f M a y n a r d , 1 9 ? 1 " » K o u n d t h e fi r s t " b o b b i n i n t h e

R o b e r t G u t t e r i d g e , h i s f a t h e r , v : a s a c a r p e t

V v o r k e d s i x t y - s i x h o u r s p e r w e e k , 6 : 3 0 A . M . t o

6 : 3 0 P. K . , w i t h f o r t y - fi v e m i n u t e s r e s t a t n o o n . ) ( N o t e : -

f a c t c r y .

w e a v e r .

A p i e c e o f t h e fi r s t c a r p e t m a d e a t t h e f a c t o r y i s n o w

o v : n e d b y t h e M a y n a r d H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. ) T h e c o m p a n y w a s

g r o . n t e d a c h a r t e r o f i n c o r p o r a t i o n b y t h e G e n e r a l C o u r t i n

I n 1 6 5 5 » t h e i n d u s t r y w a s c o n t a i n e d , i n t h r e e w o o d e n1849.

b u i l d i n g s , a n d c o n s i s t e d o f e l e v e n w o r s t e d c o m b e r s , f o u r

s e t s o f c a r d s a n d fi f t y - t w o h a n d c a r p e t l o o m s a n d e m p l o y e d

( i v o t e : - O n e o f t h e s eo n e h u n d r e d a n d t w e n t y - fi v e h a n d s .

t h r e e b u i l d i n p ' s w a s u s e d a s a w ’ o o l s h o p ; i t w a s m o v e d , t o
w h e . P e i t p r e s e n t l y s t a n d s ,

Ma in S t ree t , / nov j number I 65 - I 6? , !■■-■nd conve r ted i n to a fac¬

t o r y b o a r d i n g h o u s e a n d t i ' e n i n t o s e p - > . r a t e t e n e m c - n t s . )

A t I ’ i r . K n i < ^ h t * s r e t i r e ’ ^ o n t A t . M a y n a r d t o o k O v e r

t h e e n t i r e b u s i n e s s a n d r a n i t s u c c e s s f u l l y u n t i l t h e p a n ¬

ic of 1657 crippled him so badly h e f a i l e d , n d t h e

m i l l s w ’ e r e s o l d a t a u c t i o n . i n c o n d u c t o f h i s m i l l s .' t / -

M r . M a y n a r d ’ s t w o s o n s , L o ' ^ ' ^ ' n ' ^ ^ o ' . i ^ l i a m w e r e a s s o c i a t -

In D.&59» he a . s e e i ' r o m t h e C i t y o f H o s ¬e d w i t h h i m .

t o n t h e B ' o r t M e a . d o w ( i H i r l h C ' m ! n v c ' . i r c o n t a i n i n r t h r e er ■

h u n d r e d a c r e s , !'n 1646,n d h e h a d ■n \ . i o n , < o b t a i n e dj > '
t ” t

e n t i r e c o n t r o l o f B o o n e ’ s . < ( ' u d s o n ) , c o n t a i n -
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i ng two hund red ac res by h i s l and pu rchases and flov^a .ae

r i . 9 : h t s , a d d i n . ^ m a t e r i a l l y t o t h e i r v a l u a t i o n ,

t h e m i l l s V 7 e r e r e o r g a n i z e d a s a c o r p o r a t i o n , w i t h t h e

I n 1 8 6 2 ,

n a m e A s s a b e t M a n u f a c t u r i n g C o m p a n y, P. A . G o d d a r d , P r e s i ¬

d e n t ; T. Q u i x i c y B r o w n , Tr e a s u r e r : A r a o r y M a y n a r d ,

T h e s m a ] . l b u i l d i n g s w e r e r e p l a c e d b y o t h e r s o f m o r e s u b ¬

s t a n t i a l a n d e n l a r g e d c a p a c i t y .

A g e n t ” .

M e w m a c h i n e r y V 7 a s i n ¬

sta l led and the manufacture of carpets dropped,— blank¬

e t s , fl a n n e l s a n d c l o t h b e i n g s u b s t i t u t e d ,

was in progress and large Government orders V7ere executed,

w h i c h e n a b l e d t h e c o m p a n y t o u n d e r t a k e a n e x t e n s i v e r r o -

T h e C i v i l M a r

g ram o f expans ion . (No te : - In 1864 , a la rge b r i ck i cehouse

w^ith 40,000 tons capacity, vrhich had been erected in I850
by N.J. Wyeth where the Front Street houses nov: stand,

ice cut from the Mil l pond and shipped to Boston,

chased by the Assabet Manufacturing Company,

l o n g e r b e i n g u s e d ,

b r i c k s u s e d f o r m i l l c o n s t r u c t i o n ,

keys tone may be seen ove r t he doo r o f No .

a . n d

w a s p u r -

a s i t w a s n o

T h e b u i l d i n g w a s t o r n d c w n a n d t h e

T h e g r a n i t e a r c h a n d .

1 2 m i l l o n M a i n

Street(The building in which the Dlp;ital Corporation of
fi c e s a r e n o v j l o c a t e d . )

a n d s e v e r a l l a r o : e b u i l d i n g s w - e r e

The number of employees became

house them had to be built by the
l a i d o u t a n d

T h e b u s i n e s s c o n t i n u e d s u c c e s s f u l

d d e d f r o m t i m e t o t i m e .C K

s o o r e a t t h a t t e n e m e n t s t o

c o m p a n y , s t r e e t s w e r e

a n e n t i r e c o ? ^ m u n i t y l i f e g r e w u p a r o u n d t h e

f a c t o r y .

M r . Mayna rd con t i nued as a ren t un t i l f a l l i ng

health in IP85 necessitated relinquishing the position to
( 5 )



h i s s o n L o r e n z o , v ; i t h h i s r ^ r a n d s o n , W i l l i a m H , M a y n a r d ,

I n 1 8 4 ? t h e v a l u a t i o n o f t h e b u s i n e s sa s S u r e r i n t e n c e n t .

w a s s e t a t ^ ^ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 , a n d o n t h e d e a t h o f M r , M a y n a r d i n

l 8 9 0 ( M a r c h 5 ) . i t v j a s ^ 1 * 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 .

I n 1 8 8 6 , t h e p r e s e n t r e d b r i c k c h i m n e y, t v ; o h u n ¬

d r e d a n d s e v e n f e e t h i c ? h , w a s e r e c t e d . I t i s s t i l l i n

d a i l y u s e .

I n 1 8 9 2 , t h e fi n e " l o w n C l o c k i r o n t h e m i l l w a s

A i v e n b y L o r e n z o M a y n a r d a n d p l . a c e d i n p o s i t i o n i n t h e

F a l l o f t h a t y e a r . T h e t o w e r w a s e r e c t e d b y t h e A s s a b e t

( M o t e : - I t i s s t i l l o p e r a t i n g a n dN a n u f a c t u r i n g C o m p a n y.

i t s e r v e s a s a l a n d . r a a r ] ! : f o r f o l k s o f y e s t e r d a y a n d t o d a y. )

D u l l t i m e s a n d p o o r b u s i n e s s d u r i n g I 8 9 3 - I 8 9 4

a n d l a t e r fi n a l l y d r o v e t h e c o m p a n y i n t o I n s o l v e n c y o n

D e c e m b e r 3 1 » I 8 9 8 . R e c e i v e r s w e r e a p p o i n t e d w h o k e p t t h e

m i l l s r u n n i n g o n a r e d u c e d o u t p u t u n t i l M a y 1 , I 8 9 9 , w h e n

the American Woolen Company bou'- .ht them for ^^400,000. A t

t h p . t t i m e i t w a s t h e l a r g e s t w o o l e n m i l l i n t h e U n i t e d

S t a t e s , v : i t h s i x t y - s i x s e t s o f c o . r d s a n d t h r e e h u n d r e d a n d

fi f t y b r o a d l o o m s . T h e A m e r i c a n W o o l e n C o m p a n y s c o n a f t e r

b e g a n t o i m p r o v e t h e p r o p e r t y , r e p l a c i n g t h e o l d m a c h i n e r y

V7lth new and increasin,*: c - ’ r a . c i t y . ( i ‘ o t e : - T h e A s s a b e t

M a n u f a c t u r i n g C o m p a n y ' '■ ’▶w. l o i n o r e r a . t i o n h a d c o n d u c t e d a

s a v i n g s b a n k w h e r e t h e o p e . 1 l i v e s , a s w e i l a s o t h e r s , d e ¬

p o s i t e d t h e i r m o n e y . . . I e n t, !; f c c ' p n r y f a . i l e d t h e b a n k d i d

a l s o . The Ass i^ -nees c - ; .b ' us i 12 , 1 '99 pa id to the c 'ep .os -
c "i t o r s a 2 5 / - d i v i d e n d , 1 8 9.!!■'d Of: Lctober 13>

! V » - >■ * ( K

i ■ e

a s e c o n d
f

o w n o f M a y n . o r d w a s

V <

J 1^ r v . f '
T h i s ? i

t. !>< ^ ? 0 ( T .
d iv idend o f 3? ! ! 1 .

(< )



a F i o n n - t h e d e p o s i t o r s a n d l o s t v 3 3 3 3 * 3 3 *

noT ’J p roh ib i t t h i s t ype o f ba .nk ing . )

T h e G e n e r a l L a w s

I n K a y 1 9 0 1 , t h e m i l l o f fi c e w a s e n l a r g e d a n d .

n e w r u l e s f o r e n t e r i n g t h e m i l l i n e f f e c t . T h e n e w

" H i v e r s i d e b u i l d i n g c o n s t r u c t e d , — t h e fi n i s h i n g r o o m

l o c a t e d o n t h e b o t t o m fl o o r a n d t h e fi n i s h b u r l e r s o n t h e

I n 1 9 0 2 , a n o t h e r fl o o r w a s a d d e d t o t h i s
t h e

w i t h i t s m o d e r n w i n d o w s t h t s b u i l d i n g l o o k e d

s e c o n d fl o o r .

b u i l d i n g .

w e l l f r o m t h e S u d b u r y S t r e e t - b r i d g e .

I n 1 9 0 1 , t o m a k e r o o m f o r t h e n e v ; w e a v e r o o m ,

t h e f r e i g h t s h e d s n e a r t h e o l d s a m i l l w e r e m o v e d a c r o s s

V / a l n u t S t r e e t t o c o m p a n y o v m e d l a n d o n H i l l s i d e S t r e e t .

T h e s a v / m i l l t o r n d o w m a n d r e b u i l t o n t h e r i v e r b a n k n o t

f a r f r o m t h e f r e i g h t s h e d s o n W a l n u t S t r e e t .

J u n e 1 9 0 1 f t h e H e a r d o n e s t a t e o f f P a r k e r S t r e e t

p u r c h a s e d t o b u i l d s i x t y t e n e m e n t s .

Ju l y 1901 , Agen t Amory Maynard , 2nd , and Super¬

i n t e n d e n t G e o r g e K i n c h c l i f f e a s s i s t e d i n l a y i n g t h e fi r s t

s tone o f t he nex^J Mo . 5M i l l on Thompson S t ree t ,

b u i l d i n . r ^ \ - : h e n c o m p l . e t e d w i l l b e t h e l a r g e s t w o o l e n m i l l

i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , — 6 4 0 f t . l o n g , 1 0 6 f t . v i d e a n d

T h i s

fi v e s t o r i e s h i g h . T h e p o w e r h o u s e a d . d s fi f t y f e e t m o r e .

I t v ; i l l b e k n o v n i a s a 1 0 0 s e t m i l l . D y n a m o s r e p l a c e d t h e

T h e b u l l d i n r w a s c o m p l e t e d I n i . a r c h 1 9 0 2 ,

(Mote: -S lnce i ts b i r th the p lant has been under the

g a s o m e t e r .

s u r e r

v i s i o n o f t h e M a y n a r d f a . m l l y, n n c x i t i s b y s i n f ^ u l a . r c o i n ¬

c i d e n c e t h a t t h e m a n w h o n o x ^ s t a n d s a t t h e h e a d o f t h e

m a m i n o t h t e x t i l e e s t a b l i s h ^ * e n t s l i o i O . d b e ^ - . r t h e n < a m e o f t h e

( 7 )



E e I sw h o P a v e I t l t * s ' b i r t h , t h n t o f A m o r y I ' a y n a r d .

t ] i e l a s t o f t h e f a i o i l y c o n n e c t e dt o r e t i r e o n O c t o b e r 1 ,

c r y M a y n a r d , 1 s t , u n t i l 1 8 8 5 ;v ’ i t h t h e A s s a b e t M i l l s - -

L o r e n z o , h i s s o n , S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ; i i l i a i n M a y n a r d , 1 s t ,

A s s i s t a n t S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ; . . i l l l a m M a y n a r d , 2 n d , S u p e r i n ¬

t e n d e n t ; A m o r y M a y n a r d , 2 n d , S u p e r i n t e n d e n t a n d a l s o t h e

fi r s t A g e n t u n d e r t h e A m e r i c a n Wo o l e n C o m p a n y. )

I n 1 9 0 1 , a I r . r y e b o a r d i n g h o u s e w i t h e i g h t y

r o o m s w a - s b u i l t o n M a i n S t r e ^ e t , a n d a n o l d m i l l b a r n w a s

t o r n d o w n t o m a k e r o o m f o r i t . T h i s w a s l a t e r k n o w n a s

t h e A s s a b e t a n d . M i d d l e s e x h o u s e s , a n d i s n o w t h e s i t e o f

t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s P o s t O f fi c e .

I n 1 9 0 2 , t h e i h e . h o n e y e s t a t e o f V i a l t h a m S t r e e t

p u r c h a s e d a n d s t a k e d o u t f o r t e n e m e n t s . I n a l l o n e h u n d ¬

r e d a n d s i x t y e r e c t e d . A l s o , s e v j e r a g e s y s t e m , i n s t a l l e d

b y t h e C o m p a n y t o t a k e c a r e o f t h e s e t e n e m e n t s . T o e r e c t

a n o t h e r b o a r d i n g ' h o u s e n e a r t h e C e n t r a l H o u s e o n u i r e r

M a i n S t r e e t , V T h e r e a s i m i l a r s t r u c t u r e w ^ a s j u s t c o m p l e t e d .

( M o t e : - T h e s e v j e r e t h e ■ . i n t o I C ' U s e a n d t h e W e s t E n d

E c u s e . O n e v ^ a s E E X ^ i n t E i y d e s t r o y e d , b y fi r e s e v e r a l y e a r s

a g o a n d t h e o t h e r i s n e w o c c u p i e d p - ‘ r t l y b y B u s c e n i i ’ s i r ' * r -

ket.} A] s o , b u i l t fi v e n t i : ' l . o c k s , t w o o n S u d b u r y C o u r t

a n d t h r e e o n c o m p a n y r r o D e o f t : , a ' r t h e P a r e r M i l l d a m .

' ! / i t h t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n o < ' r i y r - f ' " c s i r t h e n e w p o w e r p l a n t ,

e l e c t r i c t y b e c a m e a v a i l / - . . b ] e ' ' - j d o n S e p t e m b e r 1 , 1 9 0 2 , a

contract was made betwec-;- '- t ’ e, i .r ican ?;oolen Company -and

t h e T o w ; n o f 1■ y n . a r d f o r ' ! j t h e t o w ’ n , a n d t h e o l dM ' T n

kerosene lamps passed ^ ! ! ' 1 . 1 v i ' ! . ! t ] . .

(< )



r i r c t T - : - r F ! o n t o o p e r a t e a p o v r e r( I 'Sote : -James 1 .1 T- ’fis the

] . o o m i n t h e A ' s s a b e t K i l l s , - - h e h a d a l s o w o r k e d a s a y o u n g

ago. )m . a n I n t h e s e m i l l s o v e r l o r t y y e a r s

I n 1 9 C 4 , K o . 6 m i l l

m i l l in wh ich the Beacon I -uh l Ish i na

W P S b u i l t . ( K o t e : - T h l s i s t h e

Company is now lacated.)

a n e v. ’ o i - . ' fi c e f ' o r t h e m i l l s w a s b u i l t o nI n 1 9 0 5 .

In 1906, five new double houses were bui l t on

Kaynard *shill,—two on Inrt’ocuth Court, two on Dartmouth
I n 1 9 1 1 , w o r k e d s t a r t e d

s t o r e h o u s e , 1 0 0 x 5 0 f t x fi v e s t o r i e s , o u t o v e r

A u g u s t 1 9 1 3 , r e b u i l t t h e d a m a n d s l u i c e w a y

T h e A s s a b e t K a n u f a c t u r l n g

K i l l p r o p e r t y i n I 8 9 5 . )

M o . i n S t r e e t .

S t r e e t a n d o n e o n S l - r a v r o o d S t r e e t .

o n a n e w

t h e M i l l p o n d ,

a t t h e " O l d P a p e r H i l l " . ( K o t e : -

Company had purclu>sed. the 1-pper

chimney of hoi lov: br ick two hundred feet highI n 1 9 1 6 , a

T h i s w a s t o m d o w nw a s b u i l t n e a r t h e r e d b r i c k c h i m n e y .

i n O c t o b e r 1 9 5 6 .

. 1 1 1 w a s b u i l t o v e r t h e K i l l p o n d ,I n 1 9 1 8 - , N o . 1

500 f t . l ong , snd as te pm tu rb i ne eng ine I ns ta l l ed ,

t h e G o r h a m B r o w ’ n f p r m w a s r u : i ' c h . a s e d e n d s e v e r a l

A l s o ,

i n 1 9 1 8 .

n a m e d f o rO n e o f t h e s t r e e t s b e i nn e v j h o u s e s w e r e b u i l t . r r
L _

t o f a l l i n 1 / o r l dt h e fi r ' ^ t y k ' y n r - i r d w e . rF r a n k J . D e M a r s , a n

I .
1 7 ,

b e . r n a n d s t o r e h o u s er n r V ' c r s e r ,A u g u s t 1 9 7 0 ,

‘ l e d - 1 t h e l . o s s o f ! i ? 7 5 , ^ 6 0 .l o c a t e d o n H i l l s i d e S t r e e t

t l v ' c r i 1 n : * l L o r e n z o K a y n a r d b a r nT h e b ^ r n v ; a s o n e - h a l f o f

O n e o f t h e s t o r o -r r l * rt b r . ' . t h a d b e e n m o v e d f r c ; . !

’ i ' ;O 'A 1 ' ■; ! ' ! o f 1846 . I th o u s e s w a s t h e o l d o r g i ' - ! 1

m o v e d t o t h i s l o c a t i o n 1■



In 1934, the American VJoolen Company became sole-
A t t h a t t i m e t h e y s o l d a tl y amanu fac tu r i ng , en te rp r i seo

public auction all their pronerty except the mill buildings,
because ownership of mill houses ^once anecessity^ wa.s no

M o s t o f t h e h o u s e s w e r e p u r -l o n g e r e c o n o m i c a l l y j u s t i fi e d ,

c h a s e d b y t h e t e n a n t s ,

old Assabet and Middlesex Boarding House on Main Street to

The Town o f Maynard purchased the

Th is was so ld in 1962 and. i s nowb e u s e d a s a t o v m h a l l ,

t h e s i t e o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s ' P o s t O f fi c e .

T h e G r e a t r e p r e s s i o n o f 1 9 2 9 , w h 4 c h l a s t e d u n t i l

1939 when trouble again broke out in Europe, placed aser¬

ious- pinch on the American V/oolen Company and the Assabet

S e r i o u s l a b o r t r o u b l e s a l s o h a u n t e d t h e m a n d i n

October I931 the mi l l c losed down and al l help^ locked out .

T h i s d i s p u t e b e t v j e e n l a b o r a n d m a n a g e m e n t s a w c o n s i d e r a b l e

M a y n a r d w a s f a c e d

M i l l s .

o f t h e m a c h i n e r y m o v e d t o o t h e r m i l l s ,

w i t h r e a l h a r d t i m e s , w h i c h w e r e s o m e w h a t a l l e v i a t e d b y t h e

va r i ous a .genc ies c rea ted by t he Gove rnmen t t o keep some o f

t h e p e o p l e b u s y .

I n 1 9 4 1 , w h e n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a g a i n b e c a m e i n -

t h e m i l lv o l v e d a c r o s s t h e o c e a n s , a n d W o r l d W a . r I I b e g a . n ,

w a s s o o n b o o m i n g o n a s e v e n - d a y v j e e k , t v : e n t y - f o u r h o u r s

a r o u n d t h e c l o c k , e m p l o y i n s r o v e r 2 0 0 0 n a . k l n r r b l a n k e t s , o v e r ¬

c o a t i n g . a n d s u i t i n p : s f o r t h e A r m e d f o r c e s ,

c l o s e o f t h i s w a r c o n d i t i o n s c a m e t o a s t a n d s t i l l a n d t h e

F o l l o w i n j - ’ t h e

A s s a b e t I - i i l l s b e c a m e a c a s u a l t y o f t h e s h i f t i n g p u b l i c t a s t e

f o l o n a e r w e r e s o f t w o o l e n s s u c h a s v j e r e m a . c ei n t e x t i l e s .

P e o r l e v . r i n t e d t h e h a r d w o v e n w o r s -i n k r - y n . n r d i n f a s h i o n .

( 1 0 )



t e d s . A l s o , t h e s y n t h e t i c ^ n . - - t e r l a D . s , i . e . , r a y o n , n y l o n .

. d a c r o n , c o l y e s t e r , e t c . , v e x e T n a l s i n * - ^ h e a v y I n r o a d s i n t h e

c l o t h m a n u f a c t u r i n g b u s i n e s s c

I n 1 9 5 0 , t h e A m . r r i c a n V. o o l e n C o m p a n y s l o s e d t h e

A a b e t H i l l s f o r r r o o d . I ’ h e s e m i l l s h a d s e r v e d a s a b a r o -o c *
o o

m e t e r f o r t h e To w n d u r i n g ’ , i t s e x i s t a n c e . H o s t o f t h e

t o w n s p e o p l e a n d m a n y f r o m t h e s u r r o u n d i n g t o w n s f o u n d e m ¬

p l o y m e n t i n t h e m . V / h e n b u s i n e s s w a s ' " ' o o d a t t h e m i l l s t h e

To v j n f ] . o u r i s h e d ; b u t t h e r e v j e r e m a n y l e a n p e r i o d s . T h e y

p a s s e d t h r o u g h t h e i r s h a r e o f p a n i c s , s t r i k e s , s h u t d o w n s ,

a n d t h e w h o l e c o m m u n i t y s u f f e r e d t h e r e b y. W i t h t h e c l o s i n g

o f t h e m i l l s t h e p e o p l e o f H a y n a r d w e r e n o w f a c i n g a s i t u ¬

a t i o n w h i c h h a d b e c o m e t o o f c a m i l i n r i n H e w E n g l a n d i n r e ¬

c e n t y e a r - s : t h a t o f a " o n e - i n d u s t r y " c o m m u n i t y s u d d e n l y b e ¬

ref t of the mi l l payrol l by v.Hlch the ccmjnuni ty by and large
h a s e x i s t e d . . %

I n J u l y 1 9 5 3 , t e n e n t e r p r i s i n g W o r c e s t e r b u s i n e s s

m e n f o r m e d H a y n a r d I n d u s t r i e s , I n c o r p o ? ' - ' t e d , p u r c h a s e d t h e

hugh rail.l property for ^200, noo. 00, and besides helping the

T o w n t o s o l v e i t s u n e m p l o y ’ ' e n t r p o b l e m s e c u r e d t h e d i v e r s i ¬

fi c a t i o n d e n i e d t h e c o m m u n i t y f o r m o r e r h a n o n e h u n d r e d

H a y n a r d h a d f a c e d t l . e I o n a o f i t s a i n l e , a l l - i m p o r t -y e a r s .

an t indust ry. Today some twe** ty ; *5 r r js ! r e d o i n g b u s i n e s s i n

m i l l b u i l d i n g s , a n d n o l o r / ' o r ' w c o u r e c c i o n i c e ' ' - , ^ . s a l l i n

o n e b a s k e t . T h i s h a s al so i n ( . I ’ r . j r w e l l - H n o w n i n ¬

d u s t r i e s t o l o c a t e i n t h e T t a n .

( ! ' )



/.-/ ■-'7, ?
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C r o w e l l .

A n i n t e r e s t i n g s t o r y i s t o l d o f A m o r y M a y n a r d ,

t h e f o u n d e r o f t h e l a r g e m i l l i n w h a t i s n o w M a y n a r d , t h e n

S t o w . A r a o r y M a y n a r d w a s a c a r p e n t e r b y t r a d e ; h e w a s e m ¬

p l o y e d i n a m i l l i n M a r l b o r o , n o w H u d s o n , a n d m a d e f r a m e s

f o r b u i l d i n g s . A m a n b y t h e n a m e o f “ K n i g h t

S a x o n v i ] l e f r o m t i m e t o t i m e , n o t i c e d y o u n g M a y n a r d , a n d

s i d e r e d h i m a m o s t p r o m i s i n g y o u n g m a n .

i f h e w o u l d s e l e c t a s u i t a b l e s i t e , h e w o u l d f u r n i s h h i m

c a m e f r o m

S o h e t o l d M a y n a r d

m o n e y t o b u i l d a m i l l . M a y n a r d , l o o k e d u p a n d d o w n t h e A s s -

a b e t R i v e r f o r s u f fi c i e n t w a t e r p o w e r

e l e c t r i c i t y i n t h o s e d a y s , t o r u n h i s m i l l ,

l i be ra t ion , he se lec ted the p resen t s i te o f the Maynard

D a m s w e r e a c c o r d i n g l y b u i l t , a n d b u s i n e s s w a s fl o u r -

I n 1 8 4 6 , h e p u r c h a s e d l a n d o n b o t h s i d e s o f t h e

“Assabe t ” r i ve r, and f rom t ime to t ime , f rom Ind i v idua ls

o w n i n g l a n d a l o n g t h e r i v e r , t i l l h e c o n t r o l l e d a l l t h e

a s t h e r e w r a s n o

A f t e r s o m e d e -

M i l l .

i s h i n g .

a v a i l a b l e w a t e r p o w e r , w a t e r r i g h t s a n d m i l l s i t e s i n t h f c s

With in afew years he enlarged h is possessions

i n o r d e r t o c o n t r o l w a t e r r i g h t s u p t h e r i v e r t o B o o n e ' s

P o n d a n d F o r t M e a d o v ; .

v i c i n i t y .

H i s f a t h e r , I s a a c M a y n a r d h a d a s a w ¬

mill at the foot of Port Meadow in which he had worked, hav¬

i n g l e f t s c h o o l a t t h e a g e o f f o u r t e e n . W h e n s i x t e e n , h i s

fat fcer d ied, and Amory took charge of the business, t i l l at

o n e t i m e h e h a d s i x t y m e n i n h i s e m p l o y,

c a m e i n c o n t a c t w i t h M r . K n i g h t .

I n t h i s w a y h e

f o r w h o m h e h a d d o n e s e m e

b u i l d i n g , a n d t h i s r e s u l t e d i n t h e i r p a r t n e r s h i p f o r t h e
m a n u f a c t u r e o f c a r p e t s .


