Monognranh
misking Bees

This naner is concerned mithh the nld tine misking
Beeg, bnt it needs some prefacing remsrks, how and whv
they came into beinge.

Three tvmes »f corn were raised-Indian corn for
disnlay onrnoses, (2) vellow and white cohrn for human
consumtion and (3) field or cow corn. The third +ne
1s what crecoted that institution known as the Mnsking
Bee-field corn wa= a large ear, sometimes & f-~ot long
and smooth kernel even after drying ott-not wrinkled as
the corn for human consuwmntion, if old. Sometime in
late Sentember or early October the stalks were ct in
the field and bundled gstanding upn. These tndlaeg were
cerlled corn shocks., After drying outside for anénroximotely
a month, ther were transmorted into the barn-nena? ¥ the
lofte A fermer with not too lrrge a crn~ wm1d do
the necessary leshor with his fearilvabut thnse with hnoe
crons wonld either navy additinnal heln nr heve s Thisking
Bee. Vebster!s definition-a neighborl~ gatherirg to
worlc for soweone, or for sore joint concern; se o quilting
or a ‘msking Bee, (7.3, Derivatinn),

The Tmekinm Ree was usually held nn a Seinrdar
night to make it a social evening. The e~rs of corn were
ripned off the stalks=tie hnusk strimmed off »nd the ears
were then vltimatelr either brovught to a grist mill
loose, barreled, or bagpmed or at the farn the kernel
was nachined off by a contreption into vhieh the ear
was inserted and a crank turned. Th meke the Beec more
interesting ears of Indian colored corn were nirxed with
the field corn~the finder of such beinc able to buas
a partner of his or her own cholce~that wae treditioral.

Te %kernel that was machined »ff at the farm was
fed to chickens and horses. The corn gronnd at the
grist 111 was calle” cob meal, e£s cob =snd a'l were
ground, and war fed to cattle. The only =»art cdiscerded
in all this nrocess was the cob of the c-rn thet had the
kernel machired ~ff.

Te "™Mite Term hv Vogses Pond and the Batler Farm
on Acton Street hal Tmisklng Bees thet individnels still
livinzg remember., The follo™ing 1is an acco nnt of a

Bee from the “Ta-mard TTews of 'love~bher 2, 1777,
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Monogra-h
Hnsking Bees

October 13, 1899, Musking Bee

20 youns vmeonle resnonded to an invitation to
narticinate in a harvest narty at the home of ’liss
iellle B. Pebers on Saturday evening. TFestivities
onened with corn hidsking but as in the casec of a
gimllar oarty recentlv, red ears were consnicuous
by their absence. This seems a bad wvear for red ears.
Yound ladies chagrined. Then after hnsking there was
a nrogram of vocal and instrumental music, folloved by
dancing and collation, and all avpeared han~y desnite
failure to be hohsnnized.,

Novemnber 3, 1011

A barce load of Mavnard and Conenrd nmenn'e ottended
a Tisking Bee at Mrs. Oninn's Farm in Sosth Sadbury
S2turdsy night.

The word hohsnnized in the News rcrtic’e m'etl refer
to the dictionarsy flefiniti-n of Hobson's C-nice-17th
century-a choice without en alternetive-sn the last
nhrase would read "desnite failure to have a choice
without an alternative",

There were grist mills throughout the srea so
farmers did not have too far to travel. The Vavside
Inn Mill is a grist mill used today for grinding flour
for one of the Baking Cowmnanies, Ve in HMaynard had
a mil1l on 11111 Street which was a combination grist,
wood, nnd cider miilaaccording to Gutteridge's "History",

The above technical information was sun-’‘ed to me
br ¥i1liam Salo, of the Salo=Simon Farm.
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