
Harr iman New Method Laundry

I t seems i ncong ruous fo r ah i s to r i ca l pape r t o be wr i t t en

a b o u t a b u s i n e s s v e n t u r e ,

commerc ia l commun i t y,

t h e o n e i n d u s t r y t o w n t h a t w e w e r e .

f o r t h e y c o m e a d i m e a d o z e n i n a

But in th is case i t reveals someth ing about

F o r t h a t r e a s o n i t i s i m p o r t ¬

a n t .

The Vi l lage o f Assabet , la ter incorporqted as the town of

Maynard, was acommunity created by The Assabet Manufacturing
C o m p a n y f o r a h a n d y s u p p l y o f w o r k e r s . i t c o n t r o l l e d t h e w a t e r

^i^hts of The Assabet River to Lake Boone and beyond, thus keeping
complete control of what industry would enter town to compete for
t h e w o r k i n g f o r c e . Obv ious l y, se l f p i n t e res t on t he pa r t o f t he

company, and later American Woolen, which took over that bankrupt
c o m p a n y, w o u l d n o t a l l o w a n y o t h e r c o n c e r n t o e n t e r t o w n c o n s e q u e n -

l y .

A n e w s p a p e r a r t i c l e o f M a y 1 5 , 1 9 0 3 , s p e a k s o f T h e H a r r i m a n

New Method Laundry as being the second largest industry in Maynard
w i t h s e v e n t y - fi v e e m p l o y e e s ! W h a t a r e v e a l i n g s t a t e m e n t ,

only reason that abusiness of even this small size came into being
w a s t h a t T h e H a r r i m a n B r o t h e r s w e r e l o c a l m e n , t h e i r f a t h e r b e f o r e

them was one of the pooneer businessmen of the community.
T h e L a u n d r y, t h e s a m e a r t i c l e c o n t i n u e s , w a s s t a r t e d i n

A n d t h e

S e p t e m b e r, 1 8 9 0 , b y F r a n k S . H a r r i m a n w i t h h i s b r o t h e r R o w l a n d a n d

a a l a d y a s s i s t a n t a s h e l p i n t w o s m a l l r o o m s , 2 0 x 3 4 a n d 1 0 x 1 5

H a r r i m a n B u i l d i n g o n M a i n S t r e e t i n t h e w e s t e n d .i n t h e J . K .

T h e n e x t y e a r t h e t w o b r o t h e r s b e c a m e p a r t n e r s . T h e b u i l d i n g a t

that time had agrocery store, barbershop, photo studio, cigar
tenements, and ahall-

« ■

T h e L a u d d r y l i t t l e b y l i t t l e a b -

i n the bu i ld ing so i t fina l l y had 15 ,000 square
t w os h o p /

s o r b e d a l l t / i e s p a c e



Harr iman New Method Laundry

f e e t i n 8 r o o m s o n t h r e e fl o o r s .

P a g e 2

T h e a n n u a l b u s i n e s s i n t h e y e a r

of the article was running between $50,000 and 60,a00 a y e a r .

covering fifteen agencies in thirty-nine towns within athirty
m i l e r a d i u s o f M a y n a r d .

1 1 d o l l a r s f o r m a l e s .

P a y f o r 4 5 h o u r w e e k f o r f e m a l e s w a s 7

d o l l a r s H o r s e d r a w n v e h i c l e s w e r e f e p l a c d d

ih-4905m7- in 1905, August 4- by large auto cars bui l t to take

l a u n d r y b a s k e t s .

However, by May 7, 1909, The Lauddry moved to Hudson, had

assignment made to creditors, stockholders sold Lauddry finally
t o J e r e m i a h O ' N e i l o f H u d s o n ( S e p t e m b e r 2 4 , 1 9 0 9 ) f o r $ 3 0 0 0 ,

leav ing The Harr iman Brothers f ree to incorporate wi th Riverv iew

Lauddry a t Conco rd Junc t i on (November 5 , 1909 ) unde r t he name o f

Harr iman Company.

May 13, 1910 the paper informs us the old Laundry building

o n t h e c o r n e r o f M a i n a n d H a r r i m a n C o u r t i s t o b e c o n v e r t e d i n t o

t e n e m e n t s b y p r e s e n t o w n e r s .

A n d s o , t h i s l i t t l e g i a n t a f t e r 1 9 y e a r s c e a s e d t o e x i s t

a n d o f f e r e d n o m o r e c o m p e t i t i o n f o r K ^ w r k e r s t o A m e r i c a n Wo o l e n .

N


