
M a n u a l o f A r m s

O r d « r

Ri^ht sida, tho butt on the ground, even with the toes of the right foot, th® thumb of
the hand lying along the barrel, and the muzzls being kept at alittle distance from
the body.

S h o u l d e r

Throw Tsusket up to left shoulder with right hand
S e i z o b u t t w i t h l e f t h a n d
Br ing r i gh t hand back . to s ide

? i r e l o c k

F i r e l o c k

Advance A r r a s

With your l=ft hand turn tho firolock briskly, bringing the lock to tho front, at
th* same instant seize it with the right hand just below the lock, keeping the pioc«
p e r p e n d i c u l a r .
Bring the firelock do\m to the right side, with tho right hand as low as it will
admit without constraint, slipping up the left hand at the same time to tho swoll,and instantly shifting the position of tho right hand, take the euard b3twiGn the^
thumb and fore-finger, and bring the three last fingers under tho cock,
b a r r s l t o t h s r e a r .
Quit the firelock with the left hand, bringing it down by your side.

w i t h t h s

S h o u l d s r —

Bring up tha left hand, and solza the firelock with the loft hand just above the lock
Come to up to apcis-c— that is to bring the nusket up so the 1-oft hand is at eye lovll
Lower musket to left shoulder and left hand to butt
Return r igh t hand to s ide .

' ^ i r e l o c k

P r e s e n t — A r m s

-■om-! .,0 poise; your left hand turn tho firolock briskly, bringing tho lock to the
front, at the same instant seize it with the right hand just bclow'the lock k
the piece perpendicular. *
With aquick motion bring up ths firolock from the shoulder diroctly before the f
and seize it with tho l«ft hand just above th® lock, so that tho little finger
upon ths feather sprin?-, and tho thumb lie on the stock; the left hand must be of
equa l he igh t w i th the

o o p i n g

f ace ,
a y r e s t

a n

e y e s .

Step briskly back with your right foot, placing it ■
left h?cl, at the t i m * b r i n g d o w n t h o fi r - a l o c k a
s i n k i n g i t a s

a h a n d ' s b r e a d t h d i s t a n t f r o m
as quick as possibls bo thy rest,

a s y o u r l i g h t h a n d > ; i l l o e r m i t w i t h o u t
guard, with th* fingers extended, and

l*ft hand till-.thc barral is perpendicular; during this
se ize i t aga in j us t be low

y o u r

far dovm bafors your loft knee
con. '^ t ra int , hold ing the r ight hand under th®
drawing in th® pise® with the
motion you quit the piece with the left hand,
the ta i l -p ip®.

a n d i n s t a n t l y

Shoulder F i r e l o c k

Lift up your rirht foot and place it by your left, at the sam® tims bring th® firslock
to your left shoulder, and seize the butt-®nd with th* left hand, coming to the
p o s i t i o n o f t h e fi r s t m o t i o n o f t h *
Bring the right hand dov/n by your side.

O r d e r

s e c u r e .

— F i r e l o c k

Sink the firalock with tho loft hand as low as possible, without constraint, and at the
sam*tim* bringing up the rirht hand, seize the firolock a t t h e l e f t s h o u l d e r .
Quitth* firelock v/ith th^ l^ft hand, and with the right bring it do-wn tho right side,the butt on the ground, even with the toes of the right foot,
hand lying along th® barrel, and tho
body. '

the thumb of tha right
muzzlo being kept at alittls distance from tho

(The common stop is two feat. {a n d a b o u t s e v e n t y - fi v e i n aminute. )

\
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From REGULATIONS FOR THE ORDER AND DISCIPLINE OF THE TROOPS OF
THE UNITED STATES, Part 1,

THE MANUAL EXERCISE

I .

Po ise- - -F i re 1oc lc i T t i 7 0 m o t i o n s .

W i t h y o v r l e f t h a n d t u r n t h e fi r e l o c k b r i s k l y, b r i n g i n g t h e
l o c k t o t h e f r o n t , a t t h e s a m e i n s t a n t s e i z e i t w i t h t h e r i g h t
hand jus t be low the lock, keeping the p iece perpendicu lar.

1 s t .

W i th aqu ick mot ion b r ing up the fi re lock f rom the shou lde r
d i rec t ly before the face, and se ize i t v? i th t ;he le f t hand
jus t above the l ock , so tha t t he l i t t l e finge r may res t upon
the fea ther spr ing , and the thumb l ie on the s tock ; the le f t
hand must be of an equal height with the eyes.

2 n d .

I I .

C o c k - - - F i r e l o c k ! T w o m o t i o n s .

Turn the barrel opposite to your face, and place your thumb
upon the cock, ra is ing the elbow square at th is mot ion.

Cock the firelock by drawing down your elbow, immediately
placing your thumb upon the breech-piu, and the fingers
u n d e r t h e g u a r d .

1 s t .

2 n d ,

I I I .

Ta k e A i m ! O n e M o t i o n .

Step back about six inches with the right foot, bringing the
lef t toe to the f ront ; at the same t ime drop the muzzle, and
bring up the butt-end of the firelock against your right
shoulder; place the left hand forward on the swell of the
s tock , and the fo refinger o f the r igh t hand be fo re the
tr igger; s inking tb. i muzzle al i t t le below alevel , and
w i th t he r i gh t eye l ook ing a long the ba r re l .

I V .

F i r e ! O n e M o t i o n .

Pull the trigger briskly, and immediately after bringing up
the right foot, come to the priming position, placing the
heels even, with the right toe pointing to the right, the
lock opposite the right breast, the muzzle directly to the
front and as high as the bat, the left hand just forward of
the feather-spring, holding the piece firm and steady; and
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V

a t C h e s a m e t i m e s e i z e t h e c o c k w i t h t h e f o r e fi n g e r a n d
thumb of the right hand, the back of the hand turned up.

V .

Half-cock P i r e l o c k I O n e m o t i o n .

Half bend the cock, briskly bringing down Che elbow no ihe
b u t t o f C h e fi r e l o c k .

V I .

Handle C a r t r i d g e

Br ing your r ight hand shore round to your pouch, s lapping i t
h a r d , s e i z e t h e c a r t r i d g e , a n d b r i n g i t w i t h a q u i c k m o t i o n
to your mouth, bi te the top off down to the powder, covering
it instant ly x; i th your thumb, and br ing the hand as low as
c h e c h i n , w i t h t h e e l b o w d o v m .

O n e m o t i o n .

V I I .

P r i m e . O n e m o t i o n .

Shake the powder into the pan, and covering the cartr idge again,
place the three last fingers behind the hammer, v; i th the elbow
u p .

V I I I .

Shut p a n ] ' I \ ^ o m o t i o n s .

Shut your pan br iskly, br inging down the elbov; to the butt
o f t h e fi r e l o c k , h o l d i n g t h e c a r t r i d g e f a s t i n y o u r h a n d .

1 s t .

Turn the p iece n imbly round before you, to the loading pos i t ion,
wi th the lock to the f ront , and the muzzle at Che height of the
chin, br ing ing the r ight hand up under the muzzle; both feet
b e i n g k e p t f a s t i n t h i s m o t i o n .

2 n d .

I X .

Charge wi th Car t r idge!

Turn up your hand and put the cartr idge into the muzzle,
s h a k i n g t h e p o v / d e r i n t o t h e b a r r e l .

T w o m o t i o n s .

1 s t .

Tu r n i n g t h e s t o c k a l i t t l e t o w a r d s y o u , p l a c e y o u r r i g h t
hand c losed, wi th aquick and st rong mot ion, upon the but t
of the rammer, the thumb upwards, and elbow down.

2 n d .
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X .

ID r a w - - - R a m m e r i X \ ' 7 o m o t i o n s .

Draw your rammer w i th aqu ick mot ion ha l f ou t , se iz ing i t
i n s t a n t l y a t t h e m u z z l e b a c k - h a n d e d .

1 s t .

D r a w i t q u i t e o u t , t u r n i t , a n d e n t e r i t i n t o t h e m u z z l e .2 n d .

X I .

Ram_ down Cartridge! One motion.

Ram the car t r idge wel l down the bar re l , and ins tant ly recover ing
and seizing the rammer back-handed by the middle, draw it quite
ou t , t u rn i t , and en te r i t as f a r as t he l owe r p i pe , p l ac ing a t
t h e s a m e t i m e t h e e d g e o f t h e h a n d o n t h e b u t t - e n d o f t h e r a m m e r,
v ; i t h t h e fi n g e r s e x t e n d e d .

X I I .

R e t u r n — R a m m e r ! O n e m o t i o n .

T h r u s t t h e r a m m e r h o m e , a n d i n s t a n t l y b r i n g u p t h e p i e c e v j i t h
t h e l e f t h a n d t o t h e s h o u l d e r , s e i z i n g i t a t t h e s a m e t i m e
wi th the r ight hand under the cock, keeping the lef t hand at
the swel l , and turn ing the body square to the f ront .

X I I I .

Shoulder F i r e l o c k ! m o t i o n s .

Br ing down the le f t hand, p lac ing i t s t rong upon the but t .1 s t .

With aquick mot ion br ing the r ight hand down by your s ide.2 n d ,

X I V .

Order F i r e l o c k ! T w o m o t i o n s .

S i n k t h e fi r e l o c k w i t h t h e l e f t h a n d a s l o w a s p o s s i b l e ,
w i t h o u t c o n s t r a i n t , a n d a t t h e s a m e t i m e b r i n g i n g u p t h e
r i g h t h a n d , s e i z e t h e fi r e l o c k a t t h e l e f t s h o u l d e r.

1 s t .

Q u i t t h e fi r e l o c k w i t h t h e l e f t h a n d , a n d w i t h t h e r i g h t
br ing i t down the r ight s ide, the but t on the ground, even
w i t h t h e t o e s o f t h e r i g h t f o o t , t h e t h u m b o f t h e r i g h t h a n d
l y i n g a l o n g t h e b a r r e l , a n d t h e m u z z l e b e i n g k e p t a t a l i t t l e
d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e b o d y.

2 n d ,
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P R E F I R I N G C H E C K L I S T

B e f o r e fi r i n g a fl i n t l o c k t h e f o l l o w i n g s t e p s s h o u l d b e t a k e n
f o r s a f e t y a n d e f f e c t i v e n e s s .
S t e p 1 s h o u l d b e t a k e n w h e n e v e r t h e fl i n t l o c k i s c a r r i e d e v e n
i f i ! t w i l l n o t b e fi r e d .

1 . D r o p t h e r a m r o d d o w n t h e b a r r e l o f . t h e m u s k e t . I f t h e r e

i s n o m e t a l i c c l i c k , a s s u m e t h e r e i s a c h a r g e i n t h e w e a p o n .
H a n d l e i t w i t h c a r e a n d d o n o t c h a r g e w i t h p o w d e r u n t i l i t
h a s b e e n c l e a r e d b y fi r i n g o r c l e a n i n g .

2 . L o o k b e h i n d t h e l o c k f o r a c c u m u l a t e d p o w d e r .

3 . S e e t h a t t h e m u s k e t w i l l n o t fi r e f r o m h a l f c o c k s a f e t y .

4 . C l e a r t h e t o u c h h o l e w i t h a p i c k .

5 . S e e t h a t t h e f r i s m s i t s fi r m l y o n t h e p a n w i t h t h e h a m m e r
a t h a l f c o c k a n d t h a t t h e fl i n t i s p r o p e r l y s e a t e d .

6 . S e e t h a t t h e p a n i s d r y . O i l w i l l p r e v e n t t h e p r i m i n g
f r o m i g n i t i n g a s w e l l a s w a t e r .

W i p e t h e fl i n t a n d f r i s m c l e a n w i t h a d r y r a g .7 .

8 . W h e n p l a n n i n g t o fi r e , a l w a y s c a r r y , b e s i d e s m u s k e t a n d p o w ¬
d e r :

P i c k a n d b r u s h
S c r e w d r i v e r

S p a r e fl i n t
D r y r a g

a .

b .

c .

d .

9 . R e m e m b e r , e v e r y w e a p o n i s a l w a y s l o a d e d .



P R O C E D U R E F O R M I S F I R E

n u t
u s e

M i s fi r e : The flint of aloaded and primed musket strikes
f r i s m a n d n o t h i n g h a p p e n s .

t h e

1 , Br ing the musket to the pr iming pos i t ion.

2 . B r i n g t h e h a m m e r t o h a l f c o c k .

3 . C h e c k t h e fl i n t . R e p l a c e o r r e s e a t i t i f
s u r e t o c l e a r t h e p r i m i n g f r o m t h e

n e c e s s a r y . B e
p a n fi r s t .

4 . W i p e t h e fl i n t a n d f r i s m c l e a n w i t h a d r y r a g .

5 . C h e c k t h e p r i m i n g ,
p r i m i n g i s d a m p .

I f t h e r e i s n o n e , r e p r i m e .
brush it out, wipe the pan dry and

I f t h e

r e p r i m e .

6 . S h u t t h e p a n .

7 . B r i n g t h e h a m m e r t o f u l l c o c k .

8 . A i m a n d fi r e .

9 . I f , a f t e r s e v e r a l t r i e s ,
fir ing, remove i t f rom the fir ing l ine,
and c l ean i t a t t he ea r l i es t poss ib l e
a l o a d e d w e a p o n

t h e m u s k e t p e r s i s t s i n m i s -
H a n d l e i t w i t h

R e m e m b e r i t i s
c a r e

m o m e n t .
u n t i l c l e a r e d .



A i s a b e t . V i l l a g e M l n u t e m e nM a y n a r d , H a s s a c T i u s e t t s

P R O C E D U R E F O R H A N G F I R E

H a n g fi r e : T h e fl i n t o f a l o a d e d a n d p r i m e d m u s k e t s t r i k e s
t h e f r i s m a n d t h e p r i m i n g i g n i t e s b u t t h e m u s k e t
d o e s n o t d i s c h a r g e .

H o l d t h e m u s k e t a t t h e fi r i n g p o s i t i o n f o r 3 0 s e c o n d s ,
h a n d s , f a c e a n d o t h e r p e o p l e a w a y f r o m t h e l o c k a n d m u z z l e
d u r i n g t h e e n t i r e o p e r a t i o n .

1 . K e e p

C a r e f u l l y , b r i n g t h e m u s k e t t o t h e p r i m i n g p o s i t i o n a n d
h o l d i t t h e r e f o r 3 0 s e c o n d s .
2 .

C a r e f u l l y , b r i n g t h e h a m m e r t o h a l f c o c k .3 .

4 . V i s u a l l y c h e c k t h e p a n a r e a f o r h o t a s h e s . D o n o t b r i n g
f a c e c l o s e t o t h e l o c k . W a i t f o r a n y h o t a s h e s t o c o o l b e ¬
f o r e p r o c e e d i n g .

C a r e f u l l y , b r u s h t h e p a n c l e a r . B r u s h f r o m t o u c h h o l e o u t .5 .

C a r e f u l l y , p i c k t h e t ) u c h h o l e c l e a r .6 .

7 . R e p r i m e .

8 . S h u t p a n .

9 . A i m a n d fi r e .

1 0 . I f , a f t e r s e v e r a l t r i e s , t h e m u s k e t p e r s i s t s i n h a n g fi r i n g ,
r e m o v e i t f r o m t h e fi r i n g l i n e . H a n d l e i t w i t h c a r e a n d c l e a n
i t a t t h e e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e m o m e n t . R e m e m b e r , i t i s a l o a d e d
w e a p o n u n t i l c l e a r e d .
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3. Bring the halbard briskly down upon your shoulder, with yoor left arm
almost stretched out, and throw back your right hand down to your right side.

Regulations for ftie Prussian Infantry, translated by William Faucltt, London, t Shou lde r you r Ha lba rds ! 5mo t i ons .1754

1. Seize the halbard near die fluke, with your right hand, bring It with avery
^ulck motion from your shoulder, and hold I t as is exfiained in the foregoing
w o r d o f c o m m a n d .I h e H a l b e r d E x e r c i s e

2, Cast the halbard nimbly about, and, .lUitting your left band, place it beneath
your right, holding the halbard right up and down, from your body.

It must first be premised,that the noo-commlsson’dOfficers with their halbards
shouldered, are to carry the butts as low down, as the men do the butts of
their firelocks; the spear part must not be held near the head, nor the butt
at too great adistance from the body, keeping the flat always towards the front,
and the right hand hanging motionless down the right side.

3. Plant the halbard with an out-stretched arm upon the ground, and throw your
left hand briskly back.

4 . Bring the halbard before you with your right hand, seize It under the butt
with your left, and sl ipping your r i^t down to your left, hold the halbard at a
moderate distance from your body, andaslowdown as your left hand will admit
w i t h o u t c o n s t r a i n t .

S h o u l d e r y o u r h a l b a r d s ! 2 m o t i o n s .

1. Advance the halbard with your rl^t hand, seize It briskly with your left
under the butt, and slipping your right down to your left, hold the halbard at a
moderate distance from your body and as low down as your left hand will admit
w i t h o u t c o n s t r a i n t . 5. Bring the halbard down upon your shoulder, and throw your right hand nim¬

bly back.

2, Bring the halbard down upon your shoulder, and throw your right hand
br isk ly back . N.B. When halbards, from being shouldered, must be clubbed, they are to be

ilrst ordered and from the position clubbed. In the manner explained in the two
foregoing words of command.O d e r y o u r h a l b a r d s ! 3 m o t i o n s .

H . B .

seizing it with your left hand, hold it from your body with both hands right up
and down; in this position face to the right or left, and, at the same time that
you plant your foot, order the halbard ag^ln, and throw back your left hand.

In performing the facings with the halbard, bring it before you, and,1. Seize the halbard with your right hand, over the left, bringing it at the same
time from your shoulder before you.

2. Let the halbard slide down throughboth yourhands, till the butt comes near
the ground, your right hand in aline with your eyes, and your left as low down
as you can reach.

3. Order the haRxird with a^ulck motion with your right hand, and at die same
time throw back your left; in which position the halbard must be held with an
out-s t re tched arm r ight up and down, in a l ine wiU\ your shoulder, and flat
always to the front.

C l u b y o u r h a l b a r d s ! 3 m o t i o n s .

1. Bring the halbard before you to the position explained In the foregoing word
of command, excepting that your right hand must not be above two hands breadth
over your left.

2. Cast the butt of the halbard about, wltha very -luick motion, with your right
hand,seize It near the flidce with your left, and slipping your rt̂ t down to your
left, hold It with out-stretched arms, right up and down, opposite to your left
s h o u l d e r .


