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bow j%w*fyl Minstrels,

We sometimes think of minstrels and minstrel shows as beins a compargtively
mmodern form of entertaibment)whenlas a matter of fact minstrels flourished in
the middle ages. They were a class of men who amused their aundienc~ with song,
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poetry, and minmicry usually accompanied by a small ha g or ﬂandolln. They deren
ed on the peoples generosity for their living.Minstrelsy of the I6th and I7th
centuries reached its golden ase during the reigsn of Richard ( le coeur de Tl
and it was during Elizabeth's reign that the .art declined to its lowest ebb,
A law was enacted nlacing minstrels in the same class with rogues, tinkers, va?
bonds and bepgars. There in brief, is the historv of the orisinal minstrels.
Minstrel shows in the United States became verv popular wiﬂﬁhﬁﬂwzlast century,
It was’and‘stilyﬁs pépularAentertainmeht'becauseAaTl forms of talent can bhe
used in ma’lnw un a minstrel show,Ai second part or olio is often us ed introduc-
inc comedy sketches and specialized acts%gt one time, the pormlaticn of l'av-
nard did not exceed 4000 people,yet it became a Mecca for some of the hi~rest
winséhl show commanies in the business.some of tle naucs included such nd b loi-
.ally khown minstrels as Hi=Yenty's, The San Francisco's,The Dark Town instrel
and,the DoRué Bros,(Bobby &.Billy).l nearly joined this groun and was to he
booked as the boy sﬁprano.I was onlv I3 vears old at the time an5 rar@ntﬁl
objections put a squelch to any ambitions I had entertained to he ﬁ;%3t1ol

metimes ,what aprears to he a “neg@ disarnointmént,is all for the best,be-
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cause I learned sovernl months later that the show disbanded in Evansville, B
ow to get hack to the other out of tom minstfol shows,,l shall hever Toresnt

Hi, Henry varading down Summer S5t, heading his bhand, resvlendent in a gold

braided pgray uniform ani proudly plavine Hi#éolid r0ld plated cornet.iior can I
forret The Jark Town minstrels and an end-man by the name of Turner sincing
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" Tt must have been the rhost of a coon.” Turner was the charmmion rolier shois
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- in the country and 3at Coughlin challenved him to a skating contest. "hey

met twice, each having a victory to his credit.Tmasine what a rreat show
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1-'(-)w'wl/;r*n,l.f.‘)t have been when the it¢nary of thse big shows usunllv incluied bi



cities like Joréester, Springfield, Fitchbhurg eliCa———ro=mconca
Of course Favnard itself, was daffy over minstrel fhows. I can recall in
being in over sixty shows with most every society and club beins a snonsor.
I also participﬁted in minstrel shows held in Concord, 'udson, Stow, Groton,
Acton, P
Yramingham,, Charlestovn and many others, The only reason I am mentionins
the=e Seypezad: tovms is tﬁat several humorous inéiﬂnnts too% nlace which I
< ) the best -
think you will eniovy listenine to, In swminge up, at least in my oninion,
vere min§f~ 1 shows snonsore”? bVAthe Eks‘s)fniﬁhts of Columhus, aﬁﬂ the Grﬁnfgﬂ
Cn each occasion the Hal] would be flllod to canacwty bot% nichts . Some
who rencﬂhnr might disacrece wwth my s lectlons and would at least want to
include a juvenile m1nstrel show swonsored by St bridget'g parish and
coached by Miss Mullin and I. Cp course witﬁ the kids particiaping the
show was bound to he a hit." I'fa down and go boomb!" was the big hit that
night, ~==w- -%ile television has more or less put the skids to m1n°frn1 shows
"\pedhle still ask me " whv can't wr have another minstrel show?ind now as I
am about to conclude my mono;ranh more humorous incidents connected with
mlnstrel%v keep coming back to me.oo as thev say on television " don't go way"
AMD T will be back to tell: Vou some. true storles connected with mv many vears
of Minstrelsy.
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