
/ V f ^ M i n s t r e l s ,If
and n i n r. t r e l shov7S as be in ' ^ acompan i t . i . ve l y’ n e s o m e t i n e s t h i n k o f m i n s t r e l s

/^modern form of entertainment^ vdion^
t h e m i d d l e a y e s . T h e y . w e r e a c l a s s

a s a m a t t e r o f f a c t m i n s t r e l s fl o u r i s h e d i n

o f men v ;ho amused the i r aud ienc-^ u i th sonm,

o r m a n d o l i n . T h e y d e - ^ ^ nmimicry usually accompanied by asmall hcara^r > o Q t r y, a n d

I 6 t l ' : a n . - ^ I 7 t ved on the peoples yenero'sity for their l iving/"instrelsy of t '-*e
reached i t s yo ldon aye du r iny the re i rn o f ' t i cha rd { l e coeur '■ ’ e i oc e n t u r i e s

dur iny E l izabeth 's re iyn that the -ar t dec l ined to i ts lovr^ '^s t ebb.

s a n e c l a s s w i t h r o y u e s , t i n k e r s , v a d

i s t h e h i . s t o r - ' - o f t h e o r i g i n a l m i n s t r e l s .

a n d i t w a s

A l a w w a s e n a c t e d n l a c i n y m i n s t r e l s i n t h

b o n d s a n d b e y y a r s . T h e r e i n b r i e f ,

Minstrel shovfs in the United TJtates became verv nopular vritb .̂njthe last centnr’̂ .
It V7as^ and stil3^s popular enter ta inment because .a l l forms of ta lent can he

used in raak iny un amins t re l show, ! second par t o r o l i o i s o f ten used in tm ’ '
t h e ! ^■o r > u l a t i ^ ' n o f h n ” - -inf^ corned]/’ sketches and specialized acts./it one time

h i - ' ! ! e s tt h enard did not exceed 4OOO people,yet it became a?f^cca for some of
: s i r i c l n d i d^linstfol siiovf co'’ '.panies in the business.do;io of : a i c l ij - '

O . ' i » 'i i c ' ; ,

i n s t r r O .a n c i s c o ' s , T h e D a r k
r . iT h e S a n!ally knovm minstrels as Ur-^Uenty's

and.t.he DeRue Dros, (Bobby &Billy),I nearl]'" joined this .n-roun and

booked as the boy suprano.I v/as onl;'- I3 years old at the tine and parent..^'!

- O V T l■ r)

1T v ' ^ s t o n e

d^ninstrol.sque lch to any ambi t ions Ihad en te r ta ined to hoo b j e c t i o n s p u t a

'Bomet imes .v rhat ap^ '^e^rs to be akeen®

c a u s e I l e a r n e d s e v e r a l m o n t h s l a t e r t h a t t ' u

a l l f o r t h e b e s t , h e ¬

lve ns vi II o,

, , 1 s h a l l h e v e r

cj isaenointmdnt , i
T - .s h o w d i s b a n d e d i n

t o t h e o t ’ - ^ e r o u t o f t o ’ . n m i n s t r e l sho^- ’ -s! o v ; t o y e t b a c ^

Ui. henry paradi.ny dovm owmser St

braided yray uniform and proi id. ly

headin.m his band, res’^Xendent in ayold

h i s / s o l i d . m o l d e l a t e d c o r n e t , i ' o r c a i ' i

)

jl a v i n ' ’V '

Tovm m ins t re l s and an end -man by t he name o f Tu rne r s i n^ - i nyf o r ^ - e t t h e o a r k

. . j . .T u r n e r w a s t h e c ' ’ ' a > ' : ' o i o n r o ’ ’ " i * ’ ^ r s ’ "I t m u s t h a v e b e e n t h e y h o s t o f a c o o n . ' tn

cha''len'cd t o a s ' r a t i n y c o n t e s t .i n t h e c o u n t r y a n d S a t O o u y h l i n

h m fC T ’ o d i t . i m ' i a y i n e v r h a t a " - r e s th i sn e i ’ . t v. - i c e , o a c h h a v i n y a v i c t o r y t o
A / c

t.ovrn^jr'''iA'st have beon v/hon the itynarv or.
1 eho’-'s nsiV''’ 'i n c ’ ^ ' ' ' ’ ’ !t h s o h i /



2

S p r i n / r fi r l d , F i t c h b u r g e t c

O f c o u r s e I - . o y n a r d i t s e l f , \ v a s d a f f y o v e r r ; i n s t r e l

be in r in over s ix ty shovrs w i th nos t every soc ie ty and c lub be iny asronsor.

held, in Concord, Hudson

c i t i e s l i k e . / o r c e s t e r

■ - ' h o w s , I c n n r e c a l l i n

I a l s o p a r t i c i - n a t e d i n n i n s t r c l s h o v / s
^ .c ton ,

. C h a r ^ e s t o i m a n d m a n y o t h e r s . T h e o n l y ' r e a s o n I n m n e n t i o n i n r -

thpe(5 t o w n s i s t h r s t s e v e r a l h u m o r o u s

t h i h h y o u v r i l l e n i o y l i s t e n i n f ^

v ? e r e n i n s t r - ' l s h o w s s - - ^ o n s o r e o

dtovf, Crotonf >

d r s m i n r h a m

i n c i d e n t s t o o V p l a c ^ w h i c h I
t ’ - ^ e b e s t !

to. In sumrninrr up, at least in ’w ooinion,

by the Sks ’fniyhts of O.olunhus, and the
Cn each occasion -he hall vrould be filled to caracity both, nip-hts

r .■ ' " ' ^ a n ' ^ 0

. S o m e

\7ho remembey miyht disa.o-ree v;ith my S''lections and would at least want to

include ajuvenile minstrel shov7 sponsored by St I5ridyet*g parish
Cf cou rse w i t h t he k i ds pa r t i c i ap in

I f a d o v m a n d y o b o o n b

!Vyi le te lev is ion has more or less put the sk ids to minst re l

a n d

c o a c h e d b y T h i s s r u l l i n a n d I . t h e< T

s h o v r w a s b o u n d t o b e a h i t . f t v r a s t h e b i y h i t t ^ a t

n i y h t , - s h o w s

p e o p l e s t i l l a s k ' m e V 7 h y c a n ' t h a v e a n o t ’ ^ e r m i n s t r - ^ ] s h o w ? " . n d n o w a s I
/

nm about to conclude my mono.mraph more humorous

minstrelsy keep cominy back to me,So as they say on television

AND Iv;ill be back to tell you some true stories .connect«^d with my many vears
of minstrelsy, ^

i n c i d e n t s c o n n e c t . e d v ^ i t h

f t d o n ' t m o v ; a v ' ' ’
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