
O L D K a R L B O R O U G H K O A D

Old Marlborough Bead, or as It was known In Colonial times, "The

O l d H a r l b o r o i i g h a n d C o n c o r d B o a d " , I s o n e o f t h e o l d e r r o a d s I n

the Town o f Maynard . A s t h e n a m e I m p l i e s , I t I s a r o a d t h a t I s

not entirely confined within the boundaries of the Town of Maynard.
L e t u s fi r s t l o o k I n t o t h e r e a s o n f o r t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e

Travel lers between the towns of Concord and Mrlborough in

colonial times used the Boston Post Boad(U.S. Route 20)from Sudbury
Amore direct route was desired by these early

Adirect highway from Concord to Marlborotigh was pro¬

r o a d .

t o M a r l b o r o u g h .

t r a v e l ! e r s .

p o s e d .

In erder to have anew road constructed, apetition must be
p r e s e n t e d t o t h e C o u r t o f S e s s i o n s . T h e C o u r t o f S e s s i o n s R e c o r d s

o f 1759 s ta te tha t ape t i t i on was b rough t fo r th in 1758 to bu i ld

r o a d f r o m C o n c o r d t o M a r l b o r o u g h ,

a

A c o m m i t t e e m e t i n C o n c o r d o n

the first Tuesday of September 1758 to lay out ahighway from Con¬

cord to begin at the count^E*y road at the house of Oliver Wood In

Concord and to run through apar t o f Sudbury, apar t o f Stow to

t h e c o u n t y r o a d I n M a r l b o r o u g h , t h a t I s t h e r o a d t o W o r c e s t e r . T h e

Court of Sessions gave their approval at their meeting In 1759 ^nd

l a i d c u t t h e w a y t h e r o a d w o u l d t a k e .

At atown meeting in Sudbury on March 5, 1759, Major Joseph

Curtis was chosen to report to the committee on the laying out of
the road and he was paid 50 shillings by the town of Sudbury as his
s a l a r y .

In 1760 Colonel John Noyes, Deacon Joslah Haynes and j£zra

Graves were chosen to meet w i th the peop le whose land w t^s taken fo r



the laying out of the road and settling with them so that ai^
a t a t o w n m e e t i n g o n K a y 1 1 ,w o o l d b e j u s t l y p a i d f o r t h e i r l a n d .

1760 the town of Sudbury accepted the judgement of this three man

c o m m i t t e e t h a t h a d m e t w i t h t h e l a n d o w n e r s a n d d e c l a r e d t h a t a l l

t h e I n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e t o w n o f S u d b u r y s h o u l d b e a s s e s s e d t o p a y

f o r t h e c c s t o f t h e l a n d t a k l n g -

At aSudbury town meeting on October 20, 1?60 the town voted

to pay Major John Curtis, Beacon Joslah haynes and Exra Graves for

t h e i r s e r v i c e s I n s e t t l i n g t h e c l a i m s f o r l a n d t a k i n g w i t h t h e

Co lone l John Noyes was no t g i ven compensa t i on f o r h i s

A s h e w a s t o w n m o d e r a t o r t h i s d u t y f e l l u n d e r h i s o f fi c e

l a n d o w n e r s .

s e r v i c e s .

a s m o d e r a t o r .

O l d M a r l b o r o u g h B e a d h a s l t * s s t a r t I n C o n c o r d f r o m O l d R o a d

t o N i n e a c r e C o m e r, j u s t a c r o s s f r o m t h e e n t r a n c e t o t h e B m e r s o n

I t p r o c e e d s o n I t s w e s t e r l y c o u r s e t o t h e S u d b u r y l i n e

w h e r e t h e n a m e c h a n g e s I n S u d b u r y t o P o w e r s R o a d ,

R o a d e n t e r s N o r t h R o a d , c u r r o a d f o l l o w s N o r t h R o a d , o r a s I t w a s

H o s p i t a l .

^ h e n P o w e r s

k n o w n a t t h a t t i m e , " T h e F i t c h b u r g T u r n p i k e " t o t h e M a y n a r d t o w n

P r i o r t o t h e I n c o r p o r a t i o n o f t h e T o w n o f M a y n a r d o n A p r i l

1 9 . 1 8 7 1 t h i s p o r t i o n w a s p a r t o f S u d b u r y,

t h e To w n o f M a y n a r d o u r r o a d l e a v e s t h e " F i t c h b u r g T u r n p i k e " n o w

a n d o n c e a g a i n r e c e i v e s l t * s

l i n e .

S h o r t l y a f t e r e n t e r i n g

k n o w n I n M a y n a r d a s " T h e G r e a t R o ^ i d

A t t h i s I n t e r s e c t i o n o fo r i g i n a l n a m e o f O l d M a r l b o r o u g h R o a d .

O l d M a r l b o r o u g h R o a d a n d G r e a t R o a d a b l a c k s m i t h ’ s s h o p w a s r u n b y

A b l j a h B r i g h a m f r o m 1 7 7 0 u n t i l I 8 8 O .

O l d M a r l b o r o u g h R o a d j o i n s P a r k e r S t r e e t i n I t s j o u r n e y w e s t ¬

w a r d . A t t h i s I n t e r s e c t i o n a s c h o o l w a s b u i l t . A t a t o w n m e e t i n g

I n S u d b u r y i n 1 7 7 9 . $ 1 5 7 * 5 0 w a s v o t e d t o b u i l d a s c h o o l I n t h e



I t w a s u s e d t h e r e f o r m a n y y e a r s a n d t h e nN o r t h W e s t D i s t r i c t ,

m o v e d t o t h e c r o s s r o a d s o f P a r k e r S t r e e t a n d G r e a t R o a d a n d u s e d

t h e r e u n t i l l 8 8 l ( k n o w n a s t h e Tu r n p i k e S c h o o l ) w h e n i t w a s m o v e d

t o A c t o n S t r e e t t o b e u s e d a s a d w e l l i n g h o u s e . M a n y p r o m i n e n t

fi g u r e s o f e a r l y M a y n a r d r e c e i v e d t h e i r e d u c a t i o n i n t h i s s c h o o l

O l d M a r l b o r o u g h R o a d f o l l o w s F a k r e r S t r e e t f o r a s h o r t d i s «

t a n c e a n d t h e n l e a v e s i t t o p a s s c l o s e b y V o s e P o n d , I t t h e n

c r o s s e s P u f f e r R o a d , o r a s i t w a s k n o w n t h e n " N e w L a n c a s t e r R o a d " ,

N e w L a n c a s t e r R o a d w a s a s t a g e c o a c h r o u t e f r o m B o s t o n t o L a n c a s ¬

t e r a s w a s O l d M a r l b o r o u g h R o a d a s t a g e r o u t e b e t w e e n C o n c o r d a n d

M a r l b o r o u g h . C l o s e b y t h i s i n t e r s e c t i o n w a s l o c a t e d R i c e T a v e r n ,

B i ce Tave rn was used be tween 1700 and 1815 as amee t i ng p lace fo r

a l l a c t i v i t i e s a s w e l l a s a s t o p f o r t r a v e l l e r s o n t h e s t a g e c o a c h

r o u t e s .

A f t e r p i s s i n g P u f f e r R o a d , O l d M B r l b o r o u g h R o a d e n t e r s t h e

F e d e r a l M i l i t a r y R e s e r v a t i o n . T h i s r e s e r v a t i o n w a s d e v e l o p e d b y

the United States government in 19^2 as an ammunition Storage Depot

a n d h a s b e e n c l o s e d t o a l l u n a u t h o r i z e d p e r s o n e l s i n c e t h a t t i m e .

The road passes ou t o f Mayna rd , t h rough S tow and i n to Ma r l bo rough

w h i l e i n t h e F e d e r a l R e s e r v a t i o n . O n l e a v i n g t h e m i l i t a r y a r e a

t h e r o a d c o n t i n u e s o n u n d e r t h e n a m e o f C o n c o r d R o a d u n t i l i t J o i n s

the Bos ton Pos t Road i n Mar lbo rough ,

f e r r e d t o a s " T h e M a r l b e r r y R o a d " .

O n a m a p o f 1 7 9 ^ i t w a s r e -

O n A p r i l 1 9 i 1 7 7 5 t h e S u d b u r y M i n u t e m e n t r a v e l l e d d o w n O l d

M a r l b o r o u g h R o a d t o J o i n i n t h e b a t t l e a t C o n c o r d ,
l a t e r

D e a c o n J o s i a h H a y n e s w h o w a s t o f a l l i n b a t t l e / t h a t d a y.

W i t h t h e m w a s

A s O l d M a r l b o r o u g h R o o d , i s l o c a t e d i n t h a t p o r t i o n o f M a y n a r d

t h a t w a s o n c e p a r t o f S u d b u r y i t w a s a s s u m e d t h a t a l l r o a d s

a c c e p t e d b y M a y n a r d o n i t * s i n c o r p o r a t i o n i n I 8 7 I .

w e r e

I n i 9 6 0 t h e r e



was eorre dout t as whether Old Mar lborough Road was accepted when

t h e t o w n w a s I n c o r p o r a t e d . O n e x a m i n i n g t h e o l d r e c o r d s o f S u d ¬

bu ry we find tha t on November 9 . 175^^ Ma jo r Joseph Cur t i s , Co lo¬

ne l John Noyes,Beacon Jcs iah Haynes and Ezra Graves s igned a

p a p e r w i t h t h e l i s t o f n a m e s o f t h e p c e p l e w h o h a d l a n d t a k e n

f r o m t h e m i n t h e l a y i n g o u t o f t h e r o a d a n d t h i s w a s r e c e i v e d a n d

a c c e p t e d b y t h e C o u r t o f S e s s i o n s a n d r e c o r d e d t o t h a t e n d t h a t

O ld Mar lbo rough Road was to be known and used as apub l i c h ighway.

W i t h t h i s e v i d e n c e t h e To w n o f M a y n a r d a c c e p t e d O l d K r l b o r o u g h

R o a d a t i t s t o v 7 n m e e t i n g i n I 9 6 I , t w o h u n d r e d a n d t h r e e y e a r s

a f t e r i t w a s l a i d o u t .

We n o w s e e t h a t O l d M a r l b o r o u g h R o a d ’s p l e a s a n t r u r a l c o u n t y

r o a d 1 6 6 V b e l i e i t s p a s t ,

t o r y i n i t s l i f e t i m e , b o t h M a y n a r d ’ s a n d O u r C o u n t r y ’ s ,

I t h a s w i t n e s s e d a g r e a t d e a l o f h l s -

E l m e r W . M a t s o n


