
OLD KaRLBOROUGH ROAD

Old Marlborough Hoad, or as it was known in Colonial t imes, ”The

O l d M a r l b o r o u g h a n d C o n c o r d R o a d ” , I s o n e o f t h e o l d e r r o a d s i n

t h e To w n o f M a y n a r d . A s t h e n a m e I m p l i e s , i t I s a r o a d t h a t I s

not entirely confined within the boundaries of the Town of Maynard.

Le t us fi r s t l ook i n t o t he r eason f o r t he cons t r uc t i on o f t he

road. Travellers between the towns of Concord and Marlborough in
colonial times used the Boston Post Road(U.S. Route 20)from Sudbury
t o M a r l b o r o u g h . Amore direct route was desired by these early

Adirect highway from Concord to Marlboroiaght r a v e l l e r s .
w a s p r o ¬

p o s e d .

In order to have anew road constructed, apetition must be
p r e s e n t e d t o t h e C o u r t o f S e s s i o n s . The Cou r t o f Sess ions Reco rds

of 1759 state that apetition was brought forth In 1758 to build a
r o a d f r o m C o n c o r d t o M a r l b o r o u g h ,

the first Tuesday of September 1756 to lay out ahighway from Con¬
cord to begin at the country road at the house of Oliver Wood in

A c o m m i t t e e m e t I n C o n c o r d o n

Concord and to run through p a r t o f S u d b u r y , a p a r t o f S t o w t o

the county road In Marlborough, that is the road to Worcester.

Court of Sessions gave their approval at their meeting In 1759 and
laid out the way the road would take.

a

T h e

At atown meeting In Sudbury on March 5, 1759. Major Joseph
Curtis was chosen to report to the committee on the laying out of
the road and he was paid 50 shillings by the town
s a l a r y .

o f S u d b u r y a s h i s

In 1760 Colonel John Noyes. Deacon Joslah Haynes and Ezra
Graves we re chosen t o mee t w i t h t he p e o p l e w h o s e l a n d w a s t a k e n f o r



r

t h e l a y i n g o u t o f t h e r o a d a n d s e t t l i n g w i t h t h e m s o t h a t a l l

A t a t o w n m e e t i n g o n M a y 11 ,

1?60 the town of Sudbury accepted the Judgement of this three man

c o m m i t t e e t h a t h a d m e t w i t h t h e l a n d o w n e r s a n d d e c l a r e d t h a t a l l

the Inhabitants of the town of Sudbury should be assessed to pay

f o r t h e c o s t o f t h e l a n d t a k i n g .

A t a S u d b u r y t o w n m e e t i n g o n O c t o b e r 2 0 , 1 ? 6 0 t h e t o w n v o t e d

to pay Major John Curtis, Deacon Joslah Haynes and Ezra Graves for

their services In settl ing the claims for land taking with the

Colonel John Noyes was not given compensation for his

As he was town moderator th is duty fe l l under h is office

w o u l d b e J u s t l y p a i d f o r t h e i r l a n d .

l a n d o w n e r s .

s e r v i c e s .

a s m o d e r a t o r .

Old Marlborough Road has lt*s start In Concord from Old Road

to Nine Acre Corner, Just across from the entrance to the Emerson
H o s p i t a l , It proceeds on Its westerly course to the Sudbury line
where the name changes In Sudbury to Powers Road. W h e n P o w e r s

Road enters North Road, our road follows North Road,
k n o w n a t t h a t t i m e ,

l i n e .

o r a s I t w a s

The Fitchburg Turnpike” to the Maynard town

Prior to the Incorporation of the Town of Maynard on April
19t 1871 this portion was part of Sudbury. S h o r t l y a f t e r e n t e r i n g

the Town of Maynard our road leaves the "Fitchburg Turnplk e ” n o w

The Great Road” and once again receives it 's

A t t h i s I n t e r s e c t i o n o f

Old Marlborough Road and Great Road ablacksmith*s shop was run by
A b l j a h B r i g h a m f r o m 1 7 7 0 u n t i l I b b O .

k n o w n i n M a y n a r d a s

original name of Old Marlborough Road.

Old Marlborough Road Joins Parker Street In Its Journey west-
A t t h i s I n t e r s e c t i o n a s c h o o l w a s b u i l t .w a r d .

A t a t o w n m e e t i n g

In Sudbury in 1779» §157-50 was voted to build aschool In the



N o r t h W e s t D i s t r i c t . I t w a s u s e d t h e r e f o r m a n y y e a r s a n d t h e n

moved to t he c ross roads o f Pa rke r S t ree t and Grea t Road and used

there until 1881(known as the Turnpike School)when It was moved

to Acton Street to be used as adwel l ing house. M a n y p r o m i n e n t

figures o f ear l y Maynard rece ived the i r educa t ion In th is schoo l

Old Mar lborough Road fo l lows Pakrer St reet for ashor t d is¬

tance and then leaves It to pass close by Vose Pond,
c r o s s e s P u f f e r R o a d , o r a s I t w a s k n o w n t h e n

I t t h e n

N e w L a n c a s t e r R o a d ” .

New Lancaster Road was astage coach route from Boston to Lancas¬

ter as was Old Marlborough Road astage route between Concord and

Close by th is in tersect ion was located Rice Tavern.

Rice Tavern was used between 17OO and I815 as ameeting place for
a l l a c t i v i t i e s a s w e l l a s

M a r l b o r o u g h .

as top f o r t r ave l l e r s on t he s tage coach
r o u t e s .

Afiter passing Puffer Road, Old Murlborough Road enters the
F e d e r a l M i l i t a r y R e s e r v a t i o n ,

the United States government In 1942
This reservation was developed by

as an Ammun i t ion S to rage Depot

and has been closed to all unauthorized personel since that time.

The road passes out of Maynard, through Stow and Into Marlborough
w h i l e i n t h e F e d e r a l R e s e r v a t i o n . O n l e a v i n g t h e m i l i t a r y a r e a

on under the name of Concord Road until it joins
O n a m a p o f 1 7 9 ^ i t w a s r e -

t h e r o a d c o n t i n u e s

the Boston Post Road In Marlborough,
f e r r e d t o a s T h e M a r l b e r r y R o a d ” .

On April 19, 1775 the Sudbury Mlnutemen travelled down Old
Marlborough Road to join In the battle at Concord,

l a t e r

Deacon Joslah Haynes who was to fall In battle/that day.
As Old Marlborough Road is located In that portion of Maynard

that was once part of Sudbury It

accepted by Maynard on lt*s incorporation In 1871,

W i t h t h e m w a s

w a s a s s u m e d t h a t a l l r o a d s w e r e

I n i 9 6 0 t h e r e



was some doubt as whether Old Mar lborough Road was accepted when

O n e x a m i n i n g t h e o l d r e c o r d s o f S u d -t h e t o w n w a s I n c o r p o r a t e d ,

bury we find that on November 9. 1758 Major Joseph Curtis. Colo¬

nel John Noyes.Beacon Joslah Haynes and Ezra Graves signed a

w i t h t h e l i s t o f n a m e s o f t h e p o e p l e w h o h a d l a n d t a k e np a p e r

from them in the laying out of the road and this was received and

accepted by the Court of Sessions and recorded to that end that

O ld Mar lbo rough Road was to be known and used as apub l i c h ighway.

W i t h t h i s e v i d e n c e t h e To w n o f M a y n a r d a c c e p t e d O l d M a r l b o r o u g h

R o a d a t I t s t o w n m e e t i n g i n 1 9 6 1 . t w o h u n d r e d a n d t h r e e y e a r s

a f t e r I t w a s l a i d o u t .

We n o w s e e t h a t O l d M a r l b o r o u g h R o a d ' s p l e a s a n t r u r a l c o u n t y

I t h a s w i t n e s s e d a g r e a t d e a l o f h l s -r o a d 1 6 6 k b e l i e i t s p a s t ,

t o ry in i t s l i f e t ime , bo th Maynard 's and Our Coun t ry ' s .

E l m e r W . M a t s o n


