The Battle of the Bottle

or
License -- No-license
or -
Tre Trialeg and Tribulations eof Officer Connors
. O :
*Is My Father In Your Barroom?" "Get Away From Them Swinging

Doorg. ™

The scund and fury and tragedy of yesterday's battles are concen=-
tr}tea 15 the Mack Sernnott ﬁype of title and sub=titles of ﬁhis raper.
We can leck back in amused toleration now, but 50 - 60 and 70 years
ago, January, February and March of each year saw a titanic struaele
take place for men's minds and votes in the small cesmeopelitan town of
Maynard, Rallies were held, voters were button-holed, dead men regls-
tered, money was passed, drinks were offered, zroup pledges were_ﬁade:
all the pambite of politieal warfare were utilizéd by one side or the
other, But as tre fo]lowinn'reccrd will show, virtuous Carrie Nation
wag no matech for 016 demon rum - :.l1iquor in the form of beer belng-dié-
govered arocund 3000 B.C., had ziven mankind a temporary @arden of Bden
under its influence. |

Therhe-half rage unsicned adverticement in the Maynard News of
March 9, 1900 epitomizes the liguor interests, to wit: (1)no 1license
is farce (2) well cdnductéd local salcoon preferublé tc dive or kitchen
barrcem (2) ale, wine and 1ihuor are natlionsl beverages necessary to
the ciasées and masées (4) ne licehge snfecreerant waste up meney (5)
source of fevenue‘- thousands of do?!ars.(é) me4ng more business. money,
less drunkenness, better standing in commereial world and‘llfe éf‘pro-
crecsive tewn (7) no-license me#ns stagnation, dlves, kitchen hbairs, vile
liguore, more police, hicgher taxes.

\

The Miynard News of Dec-mber 12, 1902 devotes an article to a



;' a
Womens' Christian Temperiance Unicn rally at Methodist Episcopal Church at
whﬁch.ﬁeve;snds Lawford and Washburn spcke., Thier poihts alve a fulr ape-
rreximation of the temperance argument; (1) health.vhappiness 2Nn3 DPYro&e
perity of Maynard impalred (2) oren-salécn moral and financial 1iakility
(3) no man of reépectability and sobriety wishes saloon near his home

(&) next to useless for Maynard to recelve $3000 in rum money,.und then
appropriate $12,000 tc introduce boye and girls to the high ideals of 1life
~ ther requiring them to pass four times a day S2100ES vhen gcing to sehool
() bad example cf Maynard ren and prayers of the women (6) Maynard boy

who played drunk last week imitated his father (7) Cambridge City Hall and
Concord Library more heaithy stifulants tc a town than Maynard saloon (8)
~ive Maynard the library ﬁnd close the saloons = then children W111 caase
patronizing Concord library and Concord drunke can remxin hcme (9) Maynard
1s on upsrade because of &meric#n'Woclen Company - to be stiematl.ed as
;bOOZe town of Commonwealth ig unfalr to hundreds of citizens.

The need for a temrerancg ledee rose early in Maynard history. The
rigore and deadening influence caused by factory work cn'ccuntry beys from
the surrounding area and old country immigrants no doubt credted the con=-
dition for thev‘oraan}zation of the olfest lodze in Maynard - The Iola‘
Leodge, Good Templurs, Qrganiéed in 1866. This was of English and Scotish
origin. Next was the oraanfzation of the Wemens' Christian Temperance
Union in ]95h. fcllowed by St. Brideet's Temperance Scciety in 1890 and
the Finnish Alku Temperance Sceciety in 1895, The rest of the twenty-one
different n§tionag rroupe in Maynard &rpdrént]y were net strong encough in
nunbers to Fave a'temrerance scciety. or were Catered tc by thelr chureh,
or 414 not drink to that exéess to need one. :

But te zet back to cur title 4nd sub-titles of this paper, let us
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étart withfnarch Q, 1900,  Goecd Templars and Q;C.T.U. hcld temperance
rally in Musie Hall with Jchn anderson, wélllknown Scotish temrperance
orator as Speakef. Temperance concert also was held at the Congrega~
tional Churer on Sunday eve. However, the ;pé vote for liquor was 264
to 196 againet, Mxrcb>]3. 1603 saw the ﬁo ;ote win by.379 to 301 -
firet time in nine years. St. Bridget's\Temperance Socliety and the
Geood Templars joined in a celebration. May 1, 190€3 finds the editor
of the rarer rhilosorhizing that this being the first day of no-license
a lot of dry reople are arqund town. Haj 6, 1904 finds the‘selectmen
vétihg out druceglists licenses for the coming year; Arrarentiy they must
have abuse their privi]eaelthe preceding year as the cnly loeal purveyors
of liguor feor medicinal purposes. May 6th aleo findg Saturday as the
last day of license in Hudson. The editor comrents the riding on the
electrice from Maynard to Hudson extremely heavy, with large bundles in
the arms .on the return trip. ‘He coces on te remark that some cynic said
e @hat people.were laying in & supply, which of course is not so".

Jan 20. 1605, temrerance forceg firet tc start camp#icn with rally
at Music Hall ;nd M.E. Church. P?éenre men are rumored to be hustling .
also. Thelr arsument being that the town has not been dry unyway‘for
the past ‘twe yedrg ag severzl exprescsmen are in business. The selectmen
alec ficht a case in ccurt that wag flled and won a $50C fine against a
reddler who was ée111na drinkes ocvt of a bottle carried cn his person.
‘Mareh 17, 1005 finde the llcenese forces winning by 451 to 361. Rurers
now are flying as to who will cet the three licenses and possibly two
mere after the census is taken. The editor comments that with Maynérd
o1l cwing Hudson the No vetere mu;i rave voted Yes thls time as they
were tired cof QciﬂﬁvCUt cf tewn and seeing exrresesmen for a §2 license
bring 1t inte fownlfrr the affluent ones. May 5, 19CS finds Gfficer

Cornorg makine his cecond trip this month already to Concerd with drunks.
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Tre seleotﬁeﬁ a218c decide not teo issue license to eipressmen ag ligqueor
is back in town and the expressmen were not a necessity any more.{Thelr
wording.) Liguor dealers all hive pald their fees totaling $3903; The
editor ﬁis a leld day remurking - "The sidewalks are too narrow for
scme recrle since Monday - Men in 211 stages of 1n£ox1caticn, jovial,
looking fer fichts, weakened, hilarious - police lenient on firet day be ¢ =
order - the three ralcors tuey from =six ir the merning until eleven at
niekht - ncevelty wWere off by noon for theoee that traveled from one place
to avofﬁer on wobbtly legs - two Firvns had, the extreme honor cof teing ar-
reated x%ﬂ brought before Judee Keyes, fingd $10 and $2, - that's ail
the second ore EQH - Officer Ccﬁncrs.establirﬁéd an acquaintanceship be-
twnaﬁ cne Yaynhird Irishman ind Judee Keyes - fined #$10 - as it hdrreged
he had taken = 11ttle toc much previcus te the introduction.™ May 16,
19C5 - the editor centinues - 13 jaglets - largest number arrested in
one day history of the town - the cells are small and when three or four
occupy one cell in the town cabeese in that condition pute one in mind
cf the old town "pound" vhen stray cattle were rounded up,- a8 a4 result
the 7:35 8lectric tec Corcord on Monday contalned 13 zentlemen who desir-

\

oug of making Juldgce Keyes acqvxinfince. deviged the scheme of getting

-

“drunk and travelling to court at the expense of the town., 4as irn such

cagseg they were recelved courtecugly, and in faet the ‘court was sogtaken~
with several present that it tcok e a piece from these favored ocneg as
a sovvenir of their rresence. July 21, 1608 = the two new licenses
mieht oo tec the West end bhut the Eas enders are tryinz also. Cect. 20,
1605 - town receives $202.65 for ite share from.Ccnécrd court from July

1 to September 30. Editor notes lots of drunks last Sunday - wondering

where ligquor is being sold on the Sabbath.

|
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February ¢, 1606 - Temperancé sccieties united will once more,ﬁuge war
/Qif on rus with twe rallies at Mueic Hall. . March 16, 1906 - No-license win

479 to 366. License peorle were too confident. Questlcq of druazzist
licenses 4nd exyrece belng discussed. Jufy 20, 19C6 - new Maynard Tem-
perance league composed of all temperance socleties organized to combat
-117egal sale of 1iquor - it wants to step this barefaced condition of
thines - will leiwwe no étcne unturned. November 2, 1906 - Temperance
learue warns +nwn officereg that if conditicné are nct changed, state
volice will be called in. Internal Revenue cerfificutes held by 14
Maynard men, including drugstores - gell "Unc® beer - very popular

,since May 1.(With an assist from "Jim" Farrell, who still remembers the
tern"Uno" beer; we learn 1t was a beer-tasting liguid with very little
aleoholic content and legal to sell.) Ap;;réntly ihe'“Unoh teer gelling -
wag a front to allow the sale cf more potent espirits for on February 8.
1607, state police raidéd "Unco" beer sellere - 5 drugstores and rocoming
houses where 211 sorts cof liguecr was discovered. ‘The Temperance league
went over the heid of the selectmen.'phey net kncwing beforehand any
thing of the irpendine raid. March i. 1¢07 Tinds th;ee cases coming up
in Ceorncord Crurt as the aftermath of the raid. & leng article in the
raper rives all tﬁe particulars eof these cases which Judge Keyes dismig-
miged for lack of evidence! "he Temperance league was furicus but te no
avall. Mairch 15, 1607 finds the license peorle witning by 456 te 351.

A deploring article 19 the paper wcnders why last year (that is 1606)
when the twown was dry) the chalrman of the htoard of sglectﬁen ¢id not
Waht job Qs he is also chief of pelice and thls year with the town wet a
real fight has developed for the posit;on. Cfficer Ccrnners this year did

3 yeoman werk upholding the law ané order by taking seven at one time to

_——-
gee the Minuteman stitue but gect only as far as the ccurthcuse, says the

editor.
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=~ = . April 30, 1602 - tough year etartine now ag town ls dry and thé nearest - :
3

vlaces are Beston, Lowell and Clintcn. Tre eyrfesres are not allowed

te brins liquer intec tcwn either, Tre local ¥.C.T.U. celebrates its

25th anniversary. Hay 1&. 1909 hévever Tinds Q new fTancled license -
called the interstate express license which came from the internal revs
énue parv1cé. Twe or three ccrporaticns are beins fermed 1nAthn to

take advuntage of this. The 5icense ceets $200 xnd orders filled cut=
side of the state can legally be de11veréd. vSe]eétmen then decide to
fdiscvues the rcony exrréss licenses w%ac? théy can iccue, iventylipyl- ;
cante arrear ags if by naglic. Thig holds ur the parties interected in

the #200 interctate iicance gc vivine the melectmen sgome wthority over

the situation.’
Murch 18, 1910 - dlcensge wing by 61 votes - 457 to 3%6. The Effbor

mentiong the fact that five license plums are available with nine ap-
p1xfng and the heat 1ls on the selectwen. This year the "bar and the
ottle bi11" wis pasced by the lepislature sepiratine the first and fourth
class license s0 scnme establishmen?s became bars and some package stqres..
May 13, 1910 finds Aarerican WCr]eh Company acain reverting tc Saturday
pay days as tco many emplovees peeting pald on Fridays feoipet to rerort
1n.84turdxy morning., November 1€, 1610 - vwith the incresse in porulution
accoridne to the cnesus, the townAfinds 1tgelf in the enviable pcsiticn
of Fein& ible tc have a sixth license - either 4 fi;st or feurth cl.iss.
accorind to the "Bar and Bottle Bi11" ~iving the selectmen the suthority
te deride whio% it will be. Mareh 17, 1911 - licerse fcorces win by U67
to 34@»- quité‘a pi1v ffcm the preceding year.  april 14, 1911 - finds
the sale cof the Somerfet_Hotel and the irmediate purchise of the ¥arle

— House raieineg scre quizzlecal eyebrows as te the pessibllity of dne man

rurning two establishments, cne by proxy, which of ccurse was denied ag

untrue,
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,NQMarch 18, 1612 - close vote - licence wing 817 to hiB. March 14, 19]3 -

" 1icense 4111 by 23 "ctes - 465 to 442, Murch 13, 1914 - 18 votes deeides
town 1s stil11 wet - QHQ to 431. Mareh 12,’1915 - finds 4 gtrong rebuke to
tre 1iguer interests in the town voting 521 to 419 aguinst license. July
16, 1615 - heine a dry year, the express 1is back ‘in creration. . However,
the Beeton & W ‘hxrd Exrrese and t%e Nitional Express Company prove tc the
GifiefictQCW of the op1nctmen that their business is ncn-]lqucr andéd the: l1aw
states that 514 must be only other than liguor. February 16, 1917 = no-
]1Eense wing 487 to 445, February 14, 1919 - llcenée‘wins'by tvelve votes, .-

* February 13, 1020 - Miynard votes license 263 to 163 but as the editor s#ys
"the tonsues are sti11 dry in the mill - prohibition is here.

DH;1P? the First World War on November 1, 1617 Presicent hi]écn i ssued
a proclamition banning 411 1iquor excért béer and wine. Cn Ncv., 11, 1617,
™ he reduced the aleochelic coﬁfent to 2-3/4% by wievht. Thig must huve com=
rared to "Uno" Beer back in 1506,-'anUary 161¢ saw the']ftb uwendmént to
the congtitution ratified by the prorer amount of stites ferbidding the
manufacture 4and sale of ﬁn+bx104nis fer bevmrAné purroses. This tc t{ke
place Jaru ry 16, 1920, That was the reuson for! the edltor's rémzrk above
abocut toncues in Maynard beins dry. Prohihitién 1¢Fted until Fres, Franke

1lir» Delano Rocsevelt's preesicdency - 1t beira repealed in 1633. This period

1

wag marked, 1t le cenerally conceded, by the creitest break-down of ‘law and

erder in the history of the country - toc many people isnored the 14w - it
. . ¢ : .

wag unenforcable. and the 1ittle tcwn of Mauynard was no excertion to this
rule,
We have rot delved déerlyintec the earlier history of ]1cenqe - no=lic-

anse in the nineteenth century in Mt\nxrd. In 1883 ]cc41 ortion was passed
| :

\in the st ite 19?1°1ztnre, meaninge euch o*www“*ty voteé'»vtvjy-cn license
ro=licence, T"‘? towr rerorteg untii 1;2;‘(‘ leme 411 cash ircome tcrether, se
i =3 ST E e = ]
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RO pletfure-Is 'vivpn to ne rrpm th it gouree 18 'to possible 11cense Fnan



'Poeribly selectment'e meetinge minutes cculd elarify thig rricr to 1888. How-

ever, in thit! year the treasurer's rervort indicited receipts of $12C0 for
gix first elase liguer licenses - one fourth eclass, §125 ind twe sgixth
clags at $2.00. . Expengses - 3 of liguor licenses tc Stite, $381.75 and cost

cf liauer license blunks %2.24,

1st Clags 4th Class 6th Class :gof lic.fee to state aprlications
1889  ..- (2)82000 - (3) $300° (2) $2.00 3 GEEE, $50. 00
1860 -~ (2)820C0 (1) 83c0 (20 $2.00 : 575,50 1.68
1891 - == (2)82000 (1)-8$300 (2) $2.00 1 575. 50 R

1502 gaw $500 arrrorriited for suvrressgion of 1llecal sale of liguor - re-

celved from District Crurt for finee $60,07. Exrended §$222,55 - leaving a

balarece of 2340,

. 1F23 gaw 373F.41 exrended.

The sccoreboird is interestine as to the Dry years and wet. From 158E€ thru
1€1¢, twenty-twe veirse vere license and ten were no-license. PHore interest-
ing is the veurly tabulation showine abuse of both parties when "in", so

weuld develop 2 revelt which wculd put the oprcsition back in rower.

IRRR o Wet 1866 -~ ket 3EQ0H - Dry . 16912 - wet
1£F0. = Wet 1807 '~ Wet 11905 - Bzt 1913 - Wet
100 - Wet 1808 = Wet 1906 '~ Dry 1814 - Wet
189) ~ wet 1899 -~ Wet 1907 - Wet 1615 - Dry
18G2 = Dry 1600 = Wet 1G0E - uet 116 - wet
1£C3 - Pry 1901 - Wet 1¢0¢ - Dry 1617 - Dry
189U - Pry 1902 - Wet: 1910 - Wet 1918 -~ Dry
1898 ~ Wet 1603 - Dry 1911 - Wet 1916 - Wet

In cenclusion, ¥ay I re:d a rcem., Thie rervesents the human tradedy of so
Tany that did nct escare the industrial revelution in a1 cowmpany tewn(which

Azsabet Villace and liter Mivnard was).

I am indebted to Ralph Sheridan for information prior te 18€93(he
really 1s not that old - he just haprens to have available the
information which I needed). The dates and editord remarks after
1894 refer to the Maynard News.

Read at the Maynard Historical Sociéty
Meeting = B.R. Koski :
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Caliban in the Coal Mines
= 5
Louis Untermeyer

God, we don't 1ive to complaing

We know that the mine is no lark.
" But , there's the pools from the raing
But, there's the cold and the dark.

God, you don't know what it is
You, in yvour well lighted sky

Watchine the metercrs whizz;
Warm, with a sun always by.

God, if you had but the moon,
Stuck in ycur cap for a lamp,
Even you'd tire of it scon,
Dewn in the dark and the damp.

Nothine but blackneses above

And nothging that moves but the cars ...
God, if you wish for our love,

Fling us a handful of stars!



