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GERRY - Thomas Gerry came to'America on a wai vessel, on which he
served as boatswaintw sometime in the 17th century and gettlied in
Stoneham; Eldridge Gerry, once governor of Mossachusetts, was a
descendent; as was Thomas, born in Stoneham, 1732. He was the
first settler in the town of Royalston, where he built the first
doghouse for another party. David, fourth child of Thomas, was
born in 8terling in 1770 and came to Sudbury in 1817. He married
Lucy Thompson and they had four children, Thomas, Elizabeth,
Charles. He ran the 01d Pratt Tavern for five~yenrs and then ene
gaged in building business.With his son Charles he bullt the fipst
span bridge ecrcse the Nashua River at Nashua. Qharles was a se-
lectman at Sudbury for several years and master“bqildgg_g{_&hg_égfgn
Powder Mills.

égggg-(pago 4b7-448) Nathan Pratt, one of the founders of the Amer-
19a§ Powder Company, was a native of Fltchburg, came to Sudbury in
;;;% and left the powder business in 1865. Nathan, a nephew of
Nathan, was a son of Ceptain Levi Pratt. He was born in Fitchburg
and came to Sudbury in 1849, He was for 2l years in the employ of
the American Powder Conpany, and from 1860 to 1870 wes Superine
tendent of the American Powder Mills. In 1870, he bought the pPro=
perty known as "Moore's M111s™ in the west part of Sudbury, conglste
ing of a saw, grist and planing mill. (At time of wrlting Hudson's
"History of Sudbury” in 1889, Mr. Nathan Pratt wes etill serving as
a director of the American Powder Corpany, Hudson National Bank and
Hudson 8avings Bank, Ty ,_',':- ‘/:j (‘ f"f:ﬂi  ,°a  t7ﬂ
From Phalen's "History of Acton®, page 140 - Powder Mills founded 1ﬁ
1835, Nathan Pratt had the dag_pgl;y and operated the mills until

1864, They were then sold to the American Powder Qggggny and merged
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with the Hassachusetts Powder Mills in Barre. nasa. The business
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'E;;;—;;E_;Le plant and its storage housea were built closely on
land in 8Sudbury, Concord and what is now Maynard. In 1883, the
company became the Amerlican Powder Mills, hiring some 60 men to
make the powder and collect from the surrounding swamps the willow

wood to make prime charcoal.



