
THE UNIOK CONQREaH- lTONAL CHURCH OP MAYN i iRD

U n t i l t h e y e a r 1 8 5 2 t h e v i l l a g e o f A s s a b e t h a d n o f o r m a l
r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s . T h e r e s i d e n t s w e n t t o c h u r c h I n e i t h e r
S u d b u r y o r S t o w, I n b o t h o f w h i c h t o w n s t h e r e h a d b e e n c h u r c h e s
f o r m a n y y e a r s . I t w a s n o t a l w a y s c o n v e n i e n t t o h a v e c o n v e y a n c e
t o t h o s e t o w n s a n d t h e p e o p l e f e l t t h e n e e d o f s o r v i c e a i n t h e i r
o w n v i l l a g e .

I n 1850 a Sunday Schoo l had been o rgan i zed , w i t h f t i r. Amory
M a y n a r d a s S u p e r i n t e n d e n t , t h e m a n f o r w h o m t h e t o w n w a s l a t e r
n a T s d . T h e S u n d a y S c h o o l m e e t l n j ^ s w e r e h o l d i n t h e r a i l r o a d
s t e t l o n , ' . 7 h l o h w a s t h e n a t t h e c o r n e r o f t i u i n a n d S u d b u r y S t £ . ,
u s i n g s e t t e e s p u r c h a s e d b y I n t e r e s t e d i n d i v i d u a l s . O n S e p t e m b e r 2 3 ,
1 8 5 S a c h u r c h w a s o r g a n i s e d a s a C o n g r e g a t i o n a l c h u r c h , w i t h t e n
m e m b e r s . T h e i r m e e t i n g s w e r e a t fi r s t a l s o h e l d i n t h e r a i l r o a d
s t a t i o n . A n K ^ v a n g e l l c a l S o c i e t y h a d b e e n f o r m e d , o n t h e p e t i t i o n
o f ^ o r y M a y n a r d a n d s i x t e e n o t h e r s , t o c o n d u c t t h e fi n a n c i a l
e n d b u s i n e s s a f f a i r s o f t h e c h u r c h , a n d t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n c o n t i n u e d
t o d o C O f o r t h e n e x t s e v e n t y - fi v e y e a r s , w h e n t h e c h u r c h i t s e l f
a s s u m e d t h e s e f u n c t i o n s .

I t w a s n o t l o n g b e f o r e t h e n e e d o f a c h u r c h b u i l d i n g w a s
felt, and Amory Maynard became Chalmian of a committee "to select
t h r e e s p o t s a n d s e e w h a t e n c o u r a g e m e n t t h e y c o u l d g e t t o v / a r d s
erect ing a Meeting House." A piece of land on the Stow s3de of
t h e r i v e r w a s o f f e r e d t o t h e m b y K h l / j h t & M a y n a r d a n d v / a s
a c c e p t e d } a n d i t w a s v o t e d t o e r e c t a h o u s e o f w o r s h i p t o b e
financed ^y shares of i fSS each. The church was bui l t in 1853
a n d t h e s e t t e e s w e r e m o v e d - ^ r o m t h e r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n t o t h e
v e s t r y o f t h e n e w c h u r c h .

I n 1 8 5 5 a b e l l » a s p u r h h a s e d a n d i n 1 8 5 9 a p i p e o r g a n w a s
I n s t a l l e d . I n 1 8 6 6 t h e s e a t i n g c a p a c i t y w a s i n c r e a s e d b y
2 0 p e v j s t o s e a t 3 6 0 p e o p l e , l l l b 8 : 8 8 3 , s e v e r a l y e a r s a f t e r t h e
town had been Inco rpo ra ted and named fo r Mr. Amory Maynard , an
o r g a n l o f t w a s b u i l t a n d M r. M a y n a r d m a d e a g i f t o f a n e w R y d e r
o r ' - a n t o r e p l a c e t h e o l d o n e . I n 1 6 8 9 t h e b e a u t i f u l D o r c a s
w indow was p l aced I n t he chu rch , and I n 1890 Deacon Lo renzo
M a y n a r d , a s o n o f A m o r y , fi t t e d t h e a u d i t o r i u m w i t h s t a i n e d
g l a s s w i n d o w s , a n d t h e c o n n e c t i n g c h a p e l w a s b u i l t . I n 1 9 0 9 a
g a t e b l e w d o w n t h e c h u r c h s p i r e , w h i c h w a s n o t r e b u i l t u n t i l
1 9 2 0 ; a n d i n l a t e r y e a r s c h i m e s w e r e a d d e d d u r i n g t h e p a s t o r a t e
o f t h e R e v . N o r m a n M a c L e a n .

I n 1 9 2 7 t h e c h u r c h a d o p t e d a c o n s t i t u t i o n a n d b y - l a w s u n d e r
Incorpora t ion , w i th the name "Un ion Congrega t iona l Church" . A t
t h i s t i m e t h e fi n a n c i a l a n d b u fi fi n e s s a f f a i r s w e r e t a k e n o v e r f r o m
t h e E v a n g e l i c a l U n i o n S o c i e t y .

I n t h e e a r l y d a y s t h e r e w a s a s e r v i c e e a c h S u n d a y a t 1 0 : 3 0
i n t h e m o r n i n g , S u n d a y S c h o o l a t 1 2 , a s e c o n d s e r v i c e a t 1 : 3 0 I n
t h e a f t e r n o o n , a n d a p r a y e r s e r v i c e i n t h e e v e n i n g . T l i e c h u r c h
h a s h a d m a n y fi n e p a s t o r s d u r i n g t h e y ^ a r s , a n d a n u m b e r o f



m e m b e r s h a v e d o n e n o t a b l e w o r k . O n e o f t h e o u t s t a n d i n g f o r m e r
members and a t eache r I n t he Sunday Schoo l was M iss Co r l nne Sha t tuok ,
w h o b e c a m e a f a m o u s m i s s i o n a r y I n Tu r k e y a n d c a r r i e d o n h e r w o r k
the re fo r abou t t h l r t y - s l x yea rs . O the r members we l l - known In
re l ig ious work were A lex S loan and Chr is topher Co l l i e r, bo th o f
whom went Into the ministry. In ooee recent years Howard Weaving,
n o w a m i n i s t e r I n N e w Yo r k C i t y , w a s I n s p i r e d b y t h e t r a i n i n g h e
r e c e i v e d I n t h e l o c a l c h u r c h .

I n 1 8 7 7 t h e 2 5 t h a n n i v e r s a r y w a s o b s e r v e d ; I n 1 9 0 2 , t h e
golden anniversary; and In 1927 the 75th anniversary, at which
time a medal was given to VUlllam H. Outterldge who had served
t h e c h u r c h a s D e a c o n f o r fi f t y y e a r s . I n 1 9 5 2 , d u r i n g t h e
pas to ra te o f the la te Dr. Pau l B . Pardy, the 100 th ann iversary
w a s o b s e r v e d , a n d a b e a u t i f u l n e w l y d e c o r a t e d s a n c t u a r y w a s
ded i ca ted . Th i s pas t yea r, i n t he pas to ra te o f Rev, 0 . D . U l l om,
t h e fi r s t p a r t o f a n e x t e n s i v e b u i l d i n g p r o g r a m w a s c o m p l e t e d ,
including a number of rooms for Schurch School classes, and a
n e w f e l l o w s h i p h a l l w a s d e d i c a t e d .

A s t h e c h u r c h h a s i n c r e a s e d i n m e m b e r s h i p , s o t h e C h u r c h
S c h o o l h a s a l s o g r o w n f r o m i t s \ P Q r y s m a l l b e g i n n i n g i n 1 0 5 0 ,
I t i s a v e r y I m p o r t a n t p a r t o f t h e c h u r c h h a s a fi n e s t a f f
o f t e a c h e r s ,

A L a d l e ? r ' B e n e v o l e n t S o c i e t y w a s o r g a n i z e d b y M r s , ^ o r y
Maynard In October 1851, even before the church Itself, This
group he lped in fu rn ish ing the meet ing house, w i th carpets ,
p e w c u s h i o n s , p u l p i t , a n d p u ' n i t f u r n i t u r e . L a t e r t h e y a s s i s t e d
in r a i s i ng money f o r t he fi r s t o rgan I ns ta l l ed ; and t l i e y he lped
in purvcJiaslng the pews that are in use today. In the smal lpox
epldemla. of 1883 the society did a great deal of work in the
community; and through the years they have provided clothing and
o t h e r n e c e s s i t i e s f o r t h e n e e d y h e r e e n d a b r o a d t h r o u g h m i s s i o n a r i e s
at tork in many par ts of the wor ld. They were a lways ready to
l e n d a h e l p i n g h a n d w h e r e v e r t h e r e w a s n e e d .

Another act ive organizat ion for mani years ^as the Men's
League , s t t r t ed i n 1904 , K r, Amory Maynard , g randson o f t he fi rs t
Amory l iaynard, was Chairman at the organization meeting.

T h e P h l l a t h e a G r o u p , fi r s t f o r m e d a s a S u n d a y S c h o o l c l a s s
under the leadership of Mrs. Sumner i togers, and later the Service
Group were both very act ive, help ing both the local church and
m i s s i o n s . I n 1 9 5 6 t t h e t h r e e w o m e n ' s g r o u p s c o m b i n e d I n t o a W o m e n ' s
Fel lowship, wi th a l l women of the church v/ork ing together to
ass is t the church and to g ive cont inued suppor t to Our Chr is t ian
W o r l d M i s s i o n , b o t h h e r e a n d a b r o a d .



O N E H U N D R E D Y E A R S O P P R O G R E S S

The h is tory of any church unfo lds l ike a panorama, br inging
t o t h e e y e a n e v e r - fl o w i n g s e r i e s o f e v e n t s , n o t s p e c t a c u l a r n o r
w o r l d s h a k i n g , b u t s t e a d y a n d f a i t h f u l t o t h e t r a d i t i o n s a n d t e n e t s
o f C h r i s t i a n i t y . S o I t I s w i t h t h e r e c o r d o f t h e U n i o n C o n g r e g a t i o n a l
C h u r c h , c o m p i l e d i n 1 9 2 7 b y t h e l a t e W i l l i a m H , Q u t t e r i d g e , a m e n d e d
a n d a u g m e n t e d b y t h e h i g h l i g h t s o f t h e p a s t t w e n t y - fi v e y e a r s , a n d
b r i n g i n g t o c o m p l e t i o n o n e h u n d r e d y e a r s o f l o y a l C h r i s t i a n s e r v i c e
i n t h e c o m m u n i t y .

U p t o t h e y e a r 1 8 4 6 t h i s t o w n w a s a s m a l l f a r m i n g a r e a
i n t h e A s s a b e t R i v e r v a l l e y. I n a d d i t i o n t o a f e w f a r m s , a g r i s t m i l l
w a s l o c a t e d o n M i l l S t r e e t , a n d a p a p e r m i l l a t t h e c o r n e r o f P a r k e r
a n d W a l t h a m S t r e e t s . B o t h o f t h e s e m i l l s t o g e t h e r e m p l o y e d o n l y a
d o z e n p e o p l e . T h e n e a r e s t c h u r c h w a s I n S t o w, t h r e e m i l e s d i s t a n t .

I n 1 8 4 6 , A m o r y M a y n a r d , a c o n t r a c t o r a n d b u i l d e r f r o m
M a r l b o r o , c a m e h e r e a n d p u r c h a s e d t h e w a t e r p r i v i l e g e s a n d m u c h l a n d ,
b u i l t d a m s f o r w a t e r p o w e r a n d e r e c t e d a s m a l l m i l l f o r t h e m a n u f a c t u r e
o f c a r p e t s . A y e a r l a t e r h e w a s J o i n e d b y W i l l i a m H . K n i g h t o f S a x o n -
T l l l e . T h e m a n u f a c t u r e o f c a r p e t s p r o v e d p r o fi t a b l e , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y
t h e m i l l w a s e n l a r g e d f r o m t i m e t o t i m e , e m p l o y i n g a n i n c r e a s i n g
n u m b e r o f p e o p l e .

I t w a s i n c o n v e n i e n t i n t h o s e d a y s f o r t h e r e s i d e n t s t o a t t e n d
t h e S t o w c h u r c h , a n d t h u s a r o s e t h e n e c e s s i t y o f p r o v i d i n g c h u r c h
s e r t t c o s a t h o m e . T h e fi r s t s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o t h i s p r o b l e m
w a s g i v e n a t a m e e t i n g o f I n t e r e s t e d m e n , c a l l e d J u l y 2 3 , 1 8 5 0 ,
w h i c h e i g h t m e n a t t e n d e d . I t w a s h e r e d e c i d e d t o b e g i n b y t h e o r g a n i
z a t i o n o f a S u n d a y S c h o o l , a n d t o m e e t t h e i n i t i a l e x p e n s e , $ 1 0
w a s s u b s c r i b e d f o r p a p e r a n d a u p p l l e s . A m o r y M a y n a r d w a s c h o s e n
a s t h e fi r s t S u p e r i n t e n d e n t .

A t t h e n e x t m e e t i n g , A u g u s t 5 , o t h e r m a n J o i n e d t h e m o v e m e n t ,
a n d s u c h n a m e s a s t h e f o l l o w i n g a r e r e c o r d e d : A m o r y M a y n a r d ,
William H. Knight, John J. McKay, Haman Smith, Thomas H, Brooks,
Artemas Whitney, Benjamin Smith, George Smith, James H. Cheney and
Danie l Whi tney, Thi r ty-one set tees were purchased at a cost o f $2.76 each
a n d p a i d f o r b y i n t e r e s t e d i n d i v i d u a l s . T h e s e w e r e p l a c e d i n t h e n e w
r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n , a n d e v e r y t h i n g w a s r e a d y f o r t h e h o l d i n g o f s e r v i c e s .
Rev. George W. Prost was then engaged for the Sunday preacher.

Abou t the same t ime the women met and o rgan ized the Lad ies '
Benevo lent Soc ie ty. The firs t meet ing was he ld on October 2 , 1861, in
t h e S m i t h h o u s e o n G r e a t R o a d w h e r e M r s . W i l l i a m P , L i t c h fi e l d n o w
r e s i d e s .

B y 1 8 6 2 i t w a s d e c i d e d t h a t t h e t i m e h a d c o m e t o o r g a n i z e a
c h u r c h , a n d t h i s w a s a c c o m p l i s h e d S e p t e m b e r 2 3 , 1 8 5 2 . P o u r m e n a n d fi v e
women, namely Amory Maynard, Mr. and Mrs. Haman Smi th , Mr. and
M r s , S i l a s N e w t o n , M r . a n d M r s . H e n r y W i l d e r , S y b i l S m i t h a n d Ly d i a
S t o n e o f f e r e d t h e m s e l v e s f o r m e m b e r s h i p . T h e c h u r c h w a s o r g a n i z e d a s a
"Union Church" under Congregational usage.

T h e m e n o f t h e p a r i s h u n i t e d a n d w e r e i n c o r p o r a t e d M a r c h 3 1 ,
1861, under the name of the "Evangelical Union Society" as was the
c u s t o m I n t h o s e d a y s , f o l l o w i n g t h e t i m e w h e n c h u r c h a n d t o w n w e r e



p r a c t i c a l l y I d e n t i c a l , T h i s s o c i e t y c o n d u c t e d t h e fi n a n c i a l a n d
b u s i n e s s a f f a i r s o f t h e c h u r c h f o r s e v e n t y - fi v e y e a r s t i n t i l A u g u s t 1 0 ,
1 9 2 7 , w h e n t h e c h u r c h t o o k o v e r t h e e n t i r e c o n t r o l o f t h e b u s i n e s s
a f f a i r s , a d o p t i n g a C o n s t i t u t i o n a n d b y - l a w s u n d e r i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,
and becoming known as the Union Congregational Church". This Con
s t i t u t i o n a n d b y - l a w s h a v e b e e n a m e n d e d f r o m t i m e t o t i m e a n d u n d e r
w e n t a c o m p l e t e r e v i s i o n i n 1 9 5 1 .

A t t h e P a r i s h m e e t i n g h e l d M a r c h 1 5 , 1 8 5 2 , i t w a s v o t e d " t o
c h o o s e a c o i m n i t t e e o f n i n e t o s e l e c t t h r e e s p o t s , a n d t o s e e w h a t
encouragement they coii ld get towards erecting a Meeting House."
A m o r y M a y n a r d w a s c h a i r m a n . O n A p r i l 1 2 , i t w a s v o t e d t h a t a p i e c e
o f l a n d o n t h e s o u t h s i d e o f t h e r o a d o n t h e S t o w s i d e o f t h e r i v e r
b e a c c e p t e d f r o m K n i g h t a n d M a y n a r d , t h a t a H o u s e o f Wo r s h i p b e b u i l t ,
fi n a n c e d b y s a l e o f s h a r e s o f t w e n t y - fi v e d o l l a r s e a c h , a n d t h a t t h e
pews in sa id House "sha l l be long to sa id shareho lders un t i l a l l a re
s o l d t o r e c o m p e n s e t h e m f o r s a i d H o u s e . " "

O n J u l y 1 2 t h e c o m m i t t e e , h a v i n g r e p o r t e d t h e s a l e o f
120 shares at $25 each, decided on the erect ion of a church simi lar
t o t h e o n e i n S t o w , a n d p r o c e e d e d t o c o n t r a c t f o r t h e b u i l d i n g o f
t h e c h u r c h a t a c o s t o f $ 2 , 8 0 0 a b o v e t h e b a s e m e n t . T h e H o u s e w a s
b u i l t , a n d o n M a r c h 5 , 1 8 5 3 , a c o m m i t t e e w a s d i r e c t e d t o a p p r a i s e
the pews and af terwards "set them up for sale, and bid for choice."
T h e s e t t e e s w e r e m o v e d f r o m t h e d e p o t t o t h e v e s t r y a n d t h e t o t a l
cos t o f the new church, inc lud ing fu rn ish ings, was $3,676.

In 1855 the bel l was purchased for $439. In 1850 a pipe
o r g a n w a s i n s t a l l e d i n t h e r e a r g a l l e r y . I n 1 8 6 6 t h e c h u r c h w a s
e n l a r g e d b y a d d i n g 2 0 p e w s , m a k i n g t h e s e a t i n g c a p a c i t y 3 6 0 . I n
1 8 8 3 a n o r g a n l o f t w a s b u i l t a n d t h e o l d o r g a n w a s r e p l a c e d b y t h e
p r e s e n t R y d e r o r g a n , a g i f t f r o m A m o r y M a y n a r d b e c a u s e o f h i s s o n
W i l l i a m ' s i n t e r e s t i n m u s i c . I n 1 8 8 9 t h e v e s t i b u l e w a s a d d e d , a n d
the beaut i fu l Dorcas window instal led. In 1690 Deacon Lorenzo Maynard
fi t t e d t h e e n t i r e a u d i t o r i u m w i t h s t a i n e d g l a s s w i n d o w s , a n d i n
1892-93 bui l t and equipped the connect ing chapel . In 1901 the gas
l i g h t i n g s y s t e m w a s r e p l a c e d b y e l e c t r i c l i g h t i n g , a n d i n 1 9 0 2 t h e
P r u d e n t i a l c o m m i t t e e a t g r e a t e f f o r t s u c c e e d e d i n g e t t i n g a l l t h e p e w
o w n e r s t o r e l i n q u i s h a l l r i g h t s a n d t i t l e t o t h e i r p e w s a n d t u r n t h e m
o v e r t o t h e c h u r c h * T h e n w i t h t h e h e l p o f t h e L a d i e s ' S o c i e t y , t h e
o l d p e w s w e r e r e p l a c e d b y t h e p r e s e n t o a k p e w s . S o m e t i m e l a t e r
i n 1 9 2 9 , p e w r e n t w a s a b o l i s h e d , a n d a l l p e w s a r e n o w f r e e .

The gale of Apri l 9, 1909 blew down the church spire, and i t
w a s n o t r e b u i l t u n t i l 1 9 2 0 . D u r i n g R e v. N o r m a n M a d L e a n ' s p a s t o r a t e
l o u v r e s w e r e a d d e d t o t h e b e l f r y, a n d b y p o p u l a r s u b s c r i p t i o n c h i m e s
w e r e i n s t a l l e d w h i c h a r e a s o u r c e o f p l e a s u r e t o t h e w h o l e c o m m u n i t y.

T h e p a r s o n a g e a t B r o o k s S t r e e t w a s b u i l t i n 1 9 0 5 a t a c o s t
o f | 4 , 1 5 7 . I n 1 9 5 1 , t h i s b u i l d i n g w a s s o l d , a n d t h e p r o p e r t y a t
4 3 B r o o k s S t r e e t , b e i n g d e e m e d m o r e s u i t a b l e w a s b o u g h t f o r $ 9 , 0 0 0 .

S t a r t i n g w i t h a m e m b e r s h i p o f n i n e o r t e n , a d d i t i o n s t o t h e
c h u r c h w e r e r e c e i v e d f r o m y e a r t o y e a r , n o t a b l y d u r i n g t h e r e v i v a l s o f
1 8 7 1 , w h e n s e v e n t y p e r s o n s w e r e a d m i t t e d , 1 8 7 7 w h e n n i n e t y - e i g h t w e r e
r e c e i v e d i n t o t h e f o l d , a n d 1 9 3 8 w h e n fi f t y - t w o J o i n e d t h e c h u r c h .



Our oldest member Is Gavin Taylor, our senior Deacon, who joined this
c h u r c h I n 1 8 8 8 . M e n t i o n s h o u l d b e m a d e o f t h o s e s t i l l l i v i n g w h o s e
membership exceeds fifty years* Frank E. Sanderson and Herbert H. Young,
1896, Mrs, Alice Cheney and Mrs. Susie Smith, 1898, and Mrs. Mary Porgle,
1 8 0 2 .

In the ear ly years, morning service was at 10:30, wi th Sunday
Schoo l fo l l ow ing a t 12 . Then a f te r a ha l f hour In te rm iss ion , when the
men gathered about the horse sheds, and talked o f matters of Interest
c o v e r i n g m a n y t o p i c s , t h e b e l l t o l l e d a g a i n f o r a f t e r n o o n s e r v i c e
beginn ing a t 1 :30. There was a lso a prayer serv ice In the even ing.

Mention should be made of Miss Corlnna Shattuck, "the Heroine
of Cor fa" , a famous miss ionary In Armen ia fo r about th l r ty -s lx years*
She was a member o f the church 1866-71 and a teacher In the Sunday
S c h o o l , a n d a l s o o f A l e x S l o a n a n d C h r i s t o p h e r C o l l i e r , w h o b e c a m e
m i n i s t e r s .

In more recent years, Howard M. Weaving, Inspired by the
e a r l y t r a i n i n g o f t h e c h u r c h , s t u d i e d f o r t h e m i n i s t r y , a n d n o w h o l d s
a p a s d t o r a t e I n t h e P o r t S c h u y l e r P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h I n N e w Yo r k ,

In 1877 the twen ty -fi f th ann ive rsa ry was su i tab ly observed ,
a n d I n 1 9 0 2 , u n d e r R e v. C h a r l e s Wa s h b u r n ' s p a s t o r a t e t h e c h u r c h g a v e
t w o d a y s t o t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f I t s g o l d e n a n n i v e r s a r y . A g a i n I n 1 9 2 7
t h e D i a m o n d J u b i l e e m a r k e d t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f s e v e n t y - fi v e y e a r s o f
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t a n d w a s d u l y o b s e r v e d . A t t h i s t i m e a m e d a l w a s g i v e n
W m « H . G u t t e r l d g e , w h o h a d s e r v e d t h e c h u r c h w e l l a n d f a i t h f u l l y a s
D e a c o n f o r fi f t y y e a r s .

In the pe r iod fo l l ow ing , somet imes re fe r red to as " the
d e p r e s s i o n y e a r s , " t h e c h u r c h m a n a g e d t o f u n c t i o n I n a h e l p f u l m a n n e r .
R e v. M a t t h e w A . Va n c e , p a s t o r f r o m 1 9 3 0 t o 1 9 3 9 , g a v e u n s t l n t l n g l y o f
h i s t i m e a n d s t r e n g t h t o m i n i s t e r n o t o n l y t o t h e n e e d y o f t h e c h u r c h ,
b u t a l s o t o t h e w h o l e c o m m x i n l t y. A n e m e r g e n c y f u n d t o a s s i s t t h o s e
I n n e e d w a s I n s t i t u t e d u n d e r t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f T h o m a s F. P a r k e r ,
P r a n k E , S a n d e r s o n , a n d M r s . C h a r l e s W i l c o x .

D u r i n g M r . Va n c e ' s m i n i s t r y , t h e r e w e r e m a n y c o n t r i b u t i o n s
t o p r o g r e s s . N e w h y m n b o o k s w e r e s e c u r e d t h r o u g h I n d i v i d u a l g i f t s ,
w e e k l y c h u r c h c a l e n d a r s w e r e u s e d , c h o i r r o b e s w e r e b o u g h t a n d a
s u i t a b l e c l o s e t b u i l t f o r t h e i r c a r e , a n e w s t a g e w a s b u i l t I n t h e
c h a p e l t h r o u g h t h e g e n e r o s i t y o f M i s s - R u b y H a m l i n , a l o y a l t y c r u s a d e
w a s c a r r i e d o u t , f e l l o w s h i p o r n e i g h b o r h o o d n i g h t s w e r e c e l e b r a t e d ,
a Junior choi r was s tar ted (1935) , on ly the most necessary repai r
w o r k w a s e f f e c t e d a t c h u r c h a n d p a r s o n g g e . D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d ,
1 8 7 w e r e r e c e i v e d I n t o t h e f e l l o w s h i p o f t h e c h u r c h .

P r o m t h e d e p r e s s i o n a n d s l o w r e c o v e r y t h e c h u r c h w e n t o n t o
n e w a c h i e v e m e n t o n l y t o b e s a d d e n e d b y t h e d r e a d c l o u d o f w a r * O n e
h u n d r e d a n d t h r e e o f t h e b o y s f r o m t h i s c h u r c h w e r e c a l l e d I n t o
s e r v i c e , t h r e e o f w h o m g a v e t h e i r l i v e s I n d e f e n s e o f h o m e a n d c o u n t r y.
T h e c h u r c h m e m b e r s u n d e r - t h e d i r e c t i o n o f a s p o n s o r i n g c o m m i t t e e ,
M r s . G e o r g e T h o m p s o n , M r s . A r t h u r J o r d a n , a n d M r s . C h a r l e s W i l c o x , a b l y
a b e t t e d b y t h e p a s t o r . R e v * L e o n a r d W. F o w l e r , o r g a n i z e d a p l a n b y
w h i c h e a c h b o y w a s c o n t a c t e d b y m e m b e r s o f t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n . I n 1 9 4 2 ,
M r. F o w l e r e n ^ ^ r e d t h e N a v y a s a C h a p l a i n a n d s e r v e d w i t h v a l o r a n d
d i s t i n c t i o n \ m t l l t h e e n d o f t h e w a r * A s e r v i c e fl a g , d o n a t e d b y



$240 which had been held by the Ass abet Institution for Savings for a
long time was burned in an impressive ceremonial, and the church was
free and c lear o f debt* So i t has remained over the past ten years
u n t i l t h e p r e s e n t t i m e *

P r i o r t o M r * F o w l e r ' s r e s i g n a t i o n , h e e a r n e d t h e e t e r n a l
g ra t i t ude o f t he pa r i sh by h i s f o rwafld - look ing v i s i on , wh ich Impe l l ed
h im to insp i re the members to s tar t a fund for bu i ld ing and repa i rs*
T h i s h a s b e e n d r a w n u p o n f r o m t i m e t o t i m e *

Mr* and Mrs* Powler organized a yo\mg Homemakers Group,
which, though inact ive for a t ime, was probably the nuc leus of the
p r e s e n t t h r i v i n g C o u p l e s C l u b ,

A f t e r a s h o r t p e r i o d o f t e m p o r a r y \ m l o n w i t h t h e M e t h o d i s t
Church, a neW and vigorous minister. Rev* Norman C. MacLean, took
over the re ins at the Union Congregat ional Church* Then th ings began
t o h \ j m * I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e s p i r i t u a l w o r k o f g u i d i n g a p a r i s h ,
Mr* MacLean*s business acxsnen and driving energy started a long-range
program looking towards the One Hundredth Anniversary of the church
in September, 1952. The stained glass windows in the sanctuary were
releaded and repaired, the parlors of the Ladies' Benevolent Society
and the lower ves t ry redecora ted, a dr ive fo r p ledges to ra ise
$12,000 towards the installation of a chancel, and complete renovation
of the sanctuary was instituted. Mrs. MacLean banded the young women
of the church into a Service Group, which has l ived up to i ts name
i n e v e r y p a r t i c u l a r .

Dur ing the pas to ra te i t was ob l i ga to ry fo r the church to
i n v e s t i g a t e , a n d r e g i s t e r i t s o p i n i o n u p o n t h e a d v i s a b i l i t y o f a
merger between the Congregational and Evangelical and Reformed Church.
The vote was not In favor; however, at a later date th is decis ion was
r e v e r s e d .

Our next pastor was Rev. Robert E. Burt, a young man who
carr ied on the work so ably p lanned by h is predecessor. The k i tchen
and dining room have been redone and new equipment installed, additional
res t room fac i l i t ies made ava i lab le , the o ld parsonage so ld , and a
new one purchased. A sp lend id jun io r cho i r t ra ined ab ly by Mrs . Bur t
a d d e d m u c h t o t t i e b e a u t y o f t h e s e r v i c e s , a s d i d M r s . B u r t ' s b e a u t i f u l
v o i c e , s o f r e e l y u s e d i n p r a i s e o f G o d .

A new minister. Dr. B. Paxil Pardy, came to Maynard in December, 1951*
T h o u g h s o r e c e n t a n a r r i v a l , h e h a s t a k e n t ^ h i s d u t i e s w i t h z e a l a n d
d i l i g e n c e a n d h a s g o n e t o w i t h t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r
t h e o n e h u n d r e d t h a n n i v e r s a r y.

A nd so today we are meeting in a church beaut i ful ly appointed,
and basically sound* Much of the credit for the five-year program of
repair ing, rebui ld ing, and redecorat ing goes to one man, Harold R. Goodwin,
Chai rman of the Centennia l Bui ld ing Commit tee, whose xmt i r ing effor ts
and shrewd business abi l i ty have guided and contro l led the progress of
t h e r e n o v a t i o n w i t h s u c h o u t s t a n d i n g s u c c e s s *

I t i s i m p o s s i b l e i n a c h r o n i c l e o f t h i s w o r t t o r e c o r d i n a n y
d e t a i l t h e a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s o f t h e y e a r s , t o g i v e c r e d i t t o a l l w h o s o
richly deserve it, and to cover adequately the splendid work of officers,
c o m m i t t e e s , a n d m e m b e r s *

We should, however, look for a moment at the organizations



which are the warp and woof of our pat tern. The Ladles ' Benevolent
Society, one year older than the church, the Phllathea Group, the
Men's League, the Pilgrim Fellowship, the Sertlce Group, the
Couples' Club, the Boy Scouts, all working and living In the Christian
s p i r i t o f s e r v i c e *

Three trust funds have been set up in memory of Mrs, Gavin Taylor,
Mrs* William Marshall, and Mr* James H* Mallinson* To these generous
memorials should be added the gracious gift of Deacon Wm* H. Outterldge,
who, at his death, had cancelled a note of $1000 due him from the ch\irch*

I t i s fi t t i n g t h a t t h i s h i s t o r y s h o u l d c l o s e w i t h t h e w o r d s
used by Deacon Gut ter idge in 1927, Just as appropr iate today* "This
b r i e fl y, i s a h i s t o r y o f o u r C h u r c h * I t s t a n d s t o d a y a s a m e m o r i a l
to the s taunch fa i th and pers is tent labors o f the past generat ions who
be l i eved i n t he Evange l i ca l f a i t h , and as an i nsp i ra t i on t o t he p resen t
and coming generat ions to promote the interests of the Gospel of
J e s u s C h r i s t b y l i v i n g t h a t G o s p e l i n d i r e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e C h u r c h
o f t h e L i v i n g G o d , t h e P i l l a r a n d G r o u n d o f t h e T r u t h . "

Written by Charlotte M* Stockbridge


