
C A R N I VA L S a n d C I R C U S E S

In t he o ld days t r ave l i ng g roups o f en te r ta i ne rs wou ld make ac i r cu i t

They would send advanceof towns large enough to warrant aone-dt3y stand.

agents into accsrununity to drum up interest for the group that would come

la te r. Some o f the la rger g roups wou ld rema in longer than aday. They added

zes t and exc i tement to l i ves o f peop le be fo re ca rs , rad io and te lev is ion -

l i ves t ha t we re i nsu la ted g rea t l y f r om the ou t s i de wo r l d .

N o m a t t e r t h a t m o s t o f t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t w a s s e c o n d - r a t e o r c h e a p - i t

was achange f rom the hum-drum ex is tence of day- to-day l i fe . A s w i t h a l l

th ings , once the need d isappears , the th ing i t se l f d isappears} and so i t was

In 1968, now, only two groups come into town -carnivalsw i t h t h e s e g r o u p s .

hired by the American Legion Post and St. Br idget ’s Church.

Our records are sparse -we have afew newspaper notes only of Maynard

be ing v is i ted - these g roups d id no t adver t i se in the papers as i s done today}

i t w a s w o r d - o f - m o u t h a n d h a n d - b i l l s .

The first date is July 26, 1901 -'The Saxonians Comedy Company enter¬

t a i n e r s a n d s p e c i a l t y s t a r s w i l l g i v e a s e r i e s o f e n t e r t a i n m e n t s i n M a y n a r d

al l next week at the i r pav i l ion, corner of Glendale and Summer Street -

a d m i s s i o n 1 0 a n d 2 0 c e n t s . '

T h e p a v i l i o n , o f c o u r s e , w a s a t e n t . T h e l o c a t i o n w a s t h e p r e s e n t g r o u n d s

o f A n d e r s o n F o r d u s e d c a r l o t o n A c t o n S t r e e t .

June 6, 1913 - The Downey and Wheelers Circus will be in Marlboro, and

the Selectmen in Maynard have granted a l icense to the Saute l le Ci rcus, v^ i ich

I

will shovr Monday, June I

May IL, 1915 - On Wednesday, D. F. Knowlton of Lowell set up aMerry-go-

R o u n d o n a l o t a t c o r n e r o f G l e n d a l e a n d A c t o n S t r e e t s . '

Be fo re the la rge garage on R ive r S t ree t , s i tua ted p rac t i ca l l y on the co r¬

ner of River and Main Streets was built, (presently housing the Middlesex
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Laundry Self-Service) this lot was used in the latter 10»s and early 20*s
by carn iva ls and c i rcuses*

Also, the area at and about 98 Summer Street (James Ledgard*s home)

built up, where Spark's Three-Ring Circus with elephants and other wild ani¬

mals would come yearly in the 1920's.

The Legion Post for years now has been hiring acarnival around the

w a s

Fourth of July to appear at the Rev. Crowe Park for raising funds for the

organization^ and St. Bridget's Church has done the same on its grounds at
t h e P a r o c h i a l S c h o o l . The children enjoy these tremendously -the merry-go-

round, pop corn, taffy, hot dogs, all the whirling things that make up a

carnival^ the parents not so much, for it is acontinuous dipping into the

pocket, but as the French say, 'C'est la vie' -it's the kids* night out I

Al l dates are f rom the l^^nard News. Iam indebted to Ralph Sher idan

f o r a d d i t i o n a l i n f o i m a t i o n .

Read at the February, 1968 meeting of the Maynard Historical Society—B, R. Koski


