
T H E F I N N I S H P E O P L E I N M AY N A R D

T h e fi r s t o f t h e F i n n i s h p e o p l e i n M a y n a r d c a m e n o t l o n g a f t e r

t h e i n c o r p o r a t i o n o f t h e t o w n , s o m e t i m e d u r i n g t h e l 8 8 o * s ,

b e i n g w h a t t h e y w e r e i n F i n l a n d u n d e r C z a r i s t R u s s i a n r u l e , t h e l u r e

s t r e e t s p a v e d w i t h g o l d ” w a s t o m u c h t o w i t h s t a n d ,

fami l ies se t t led on R iver S t ree t (as re la ted to mr by John Sa lsa) .

J o h n ’s f a t h e r To p i S a l s a , J o h n H . S i m o n s a u i d We c k s t r o m a m o n g t h e fi v e .

M a n y o f t h e l a t e r o n e s h o w e v e r s e t t l e d o n f a r m s t h r o u g h o u t t h e e n t i r e

By 1894 they were numerous

C o n d i t i o n s

o f T h e fi r s t fi v e

A c t o n , S t o w , M a y n a r d a n d S u d b u r y a r e a .

e n o u g h s o t h a t t h e E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h w a s f o x m d e d i n I 8 9 5 ,

a n d t h e F i n n i s h Te m p e r a n c e S o c i e t y i n I 8 9 8 . P e o p l e o f t h e C o n g r e g a ¬

t i o n a l r e l i g i o u s p e r s u a s i o n o c c a s i o n a l l y h a d m e e t i n g s i n h o m e s a n d

the Temperance Hall with Rev. K. F. Hendrickson and Rev. Andrew Croup

c o m i n g f r o m o u t - o f - t o w n . I n 1 9 0 3 t h e F i n n i s h C o n g r e g a t i o n a l P a s t o r a t e

w a s e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h R e v . - W . W . S u n d e l i n e a s t h e fi r s t m i n i s t e r . T h e

I m a t r a B a n d w a s o r g a n i z e d i n I 8 9 9 . A n e w s n o t e o f J a n u a r y 5 , 1 9 0 0 t e l l s

o f a n e w F i n n i s h C o o p e r a t i v e s t o r e o n M a i n S t r e e t , ( T h i s w a s t h e p r e d e ¬

c e s s o r t o t h e U n i t e d C o o p e r a t i v e S o c i e t y s u b s c r i b e d f o r i n I 9 0 5 . ) I n

1 9 0 3 t h e F i n n i s h W o r k i n g m a n ' s S o c i a l i s t S o c i e t y w a s o r g a n i z e d .

T h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , f o u n d e d I n I 8 9 4 , b u i l t t h e c h u r c h b u i l d i n g o n

G l e n d a l e S t r e e t i n I 9 0 7 - O 8 a t a c o s t o f $ 8 , 0 0 0 a n d d e d i c a t e d i n J u n e

Aparsonage was bu i l t i n 1928 a t acos t o f $6 ,225 .

s y n o d i c a l c o n n e c t i o n u n t i l N o v e m b e r 1 0 , 1 9 0 8 w h e n i t a f fi l i a t e d w i t h

T h e y h a d f o u r t e e n p a s t o r s u p t o 1 9 3 4 .

School was organized in 1906; Ladles’ Aid Society in I9O6.

2>ne hundred seventy-five members in 1934 at the 40th anniversary cele-

I 9 O 8 . I t h a d n o

t h e S u o m i S y n o d . A S u n d a y

T h e r e w e r e



b r a t i o n a t ■w h i c h J a c o b L a u r l l a * c h a i r m a n o f t h e c e l e b r a t i o n c o m m i t t e e ,

I n 1 9 6 7 t h e c h u r c h m o v e d t o a n e ' Wr e c i t e d a h i s t o r y o f t h e c h u r c h *

b u i l d i n g o v e r t h e t o w n l i n e I n S u d b u r y , a t t h e J u n c t i o n o f G r e a t R o a d

a n d W a l t h a m S t r e e t .

The F inn i sh A lku Temperance Soc ie ty was founded In 1895 and moved

M a r c h 2 3 , 1 9 0 0 f r o m H a r r l m a n C o u r t t o t h e W h i t n e y b u i l d i n g . E n g l i s h

c l a s s e s w e r e s t a r t e d w i t h M r s . J a m e s C o u l t e r i n c h a r g e I n N o v e m b e r 1 9 O I .

A t e m p e r a n c e s o c i e t y E a s t e r n s u m m e r f e s t i v a l w i t h t w e n t y - e i g h t t o w n s

r e p r e s e n t e d , fi v e b a n d s , h a d b e t w e e n o n e a n d t w o t h o u s a n d p a r t i c i p a n t s
1 6 ,

a t P u m p i n g S t a t i o n G r o v e , W i n t e r S t r e e t , i n M a y / 1 9 0 2 . a n d J u l y 4 , 1 9 0 2 .

October I6, I903 the Society moved to Darl ing’s Block, corner of Sum¬

m e r a n d N a s o n S t r e e t s , t a k i n g o v e r t h e A s s o c i a t e d Te m p l a r ’ s r o o m s . T h e

A c t o n S t r e e t q u a r t e r s w a s c o n v e r t e d i n t o a n I t a l i a n b o a r d i n g h o u s e .

July 15, 1904 new quarters were obtained In the old school bui ld ing on

M a i n S t r e e t o w n e d b y J a m e s M u l l l n . A n a t u r a l i z a t i o n s o c i e t y w a s o r g a n ¬

ized February 24, 1905 by the Temperance Society. Over one hundred per¬

s o n s w e n t M a r c h 1 , I 9 0 7 t o B o s t o n t o g e t fi r s t p a p e r s . J u n e 1 8 , I 9 0 9

fi f t y w e n t t o C a m b r i d g e f o r s e c o n d p a p e r s . J u l y 2 9 , 1 9 1 0 t h e Te m p e r a n c e
o p e n e d

S o c l e t y / H H H E d i t s n e w b u i l d i n g o n t h e c o m e r o f H a r r l m a n C o u r t a n d M a i n

S t r e e t , w h i c h I t w a s t o l i v e i n u n t i l t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n w a s d i s b a n d e d i n

t h e e a r l y 1 9 6 0 ’ s . T h r o u g h t h e y e a r s , t h e S u m m e r f e s t i v a l s h e l d I n v a r i ¬

o u s F i n n i s h c o m m u n i t i e s d r e w t h o u s a n d s o f p e o p l e f r o m a l l o v e r t h e E a s t -
1 9 2 5

For example, June 26, t h e f e s t i v a l b e i n g h e r e a t

V o s e ’ s P o n d h a d t h r e e b a n d s , d r a m a s , s p o r t s , w i t h a b o u t e i g h t t h o u s a n d

e m s e a b o a r d .

p e o p l e I n a t t e n d a n c e . T h e S o c i e t y a l s o h a d a S u m m e r p l a c e I n V J e s t C o n ¬

c o r d c a l l e d " P u n k a h a r j u ” . A c t l v l t e s o f t h e S o c i e t y I n c l u d e d p r o g r a m

e Ve n l n g s , d r a m a s , c h o r u s , a b a n d ( t h e N a t i o n a l B a n d ) s p o r t s , ( K a n t o A . C . )



g y r n h a s t t c s , a n d j o i n t l y w i t h o t h e r t e m p e r a n c e g r o u p s I n t o w n a y e a r l y

c a m p a i g n t o v o t e l i q u o r o u r o f t o w n .

The F inn ish Congregat iona l Church, es tab l ished as pastora te in

1 9 0 3 h a d t h e f o l l o w i n g M i n i s t e r s u p t h r o u g h 1 9 1 3 s W. W. S u n d e l l n e , L . P.

Mlettlnen, J.E. Slllback, A.P. Wirta, John Vaari^.
■ c . v

M e e t i n g s w e r e h e l d

in the Temperance Hal l , Haynes Hal l (Riverside), harness shop near depot

in 1904, and American Congregational Church Chapel In I905, T h e c o r n e r ¬

s t o n e o f t h e c h u r c h b u i l d i n g w a s l a i d M a y 2 3 , 1 9 1 3 w i t h o n e t h o u s a n d

p e o p l e i n a t t e n d a n c e , d i f f e r e n t m i n i s t e r s s p e a k i n g ,

t h e c o r n e r s t o n e c o n t a i n e d : F i n n i s h h y m n b o o k , s o n g b o o k , F i n n i s h c a l e n ¬

d a r , p i c t u r e o f W . W . S u n d e l l n e ( fi r s t P a s t o r ) , h i s t o r y o f t h e F r e e M i s ¬

sion Church, names of a l l memers and officers, F innish coins, copy of

Evangel , Jouluv is ta, Maynard News, Maynard Enterpr ise, F innish Fr iend,

August 29, 1913 the church vestry was dedicated with ap-

P e c e m b e r 1 9 * 1 9 1 3 t h e c h u r c h d e d i c a t i o n t o o k

T h e b o x i m b e d d e d i n

N o r t h S t a r .

p r o p r i a t e e x e r c i s e s .

p l a c e w i t h m a n y m i n i s t e r s i n a t t e n d a n c e .

Chu rch was se t up I n I 905 w i t h twen t y members .

T h e C . E . S o c i e t y o f t h e

T h e S u n d a y S c h o o l w a s

o r g a n i z e d i n 1 9 0 ? w i t h s e v e n t y - fi v e m e m b e r s , a n d t h e c h u r c h h a d s i x t y -

fi v e m e m b e r s i n 1 9 1 3 *

I n 1 9 0 3 t h e F i n n i s h W o r k i n g m e n ’ s S o c i a l i s t S o c i e t y w a s o r g a n i z e d .

I t c a r r i e d o n s p o r t s , d r a m a s , g y m n a s t i c s , w r e s t l i n g , a c r o b a t i c s , d a n c e s .

I t b o u g h t Vo s e s P o n d a r e a a n d s e t u p t h e p a v i l i o n

a n d t r a c k , fi x e d u p t h e p o n d f o r s w i m m i n g , h e l d S u m m e r f e s t i v a l s t h e r e

w h i c h d r e w t h o u s a n d s o f F i n n i s h p e o p l e f r o m t h e E a s t e r s e a b o a r d .

Imatra Band became part of this society*

o r g a n i z e d w h i c h p a r t i c i p a t e d i n a l l s p o r t s .

p r o g r a m e v e n i n g s .

T h e

T h e T a r m o A t h l e t i c C l u b w a s

F o r t h o s e t h a t r e m e m b e r



t h a t f a r b a c k t h e b a s k e t b a l l r i v a l r i e s o f t h e t w e n t l e ’ s h a v e h a d n o

e q u a l s i n c e , w i t h T a r m o u s u a l l y i n t h e l e a d , A h a l l w a s b u l l t ( J o h n

P e t t o k a r j u , b u i l d e r ) i n I 9 0 9 w i t h a t w o d a y d e d i c a t i o n i n N o v e m b e r .

The hal l was enlarged In 1916. The 13th anniversary of the Society

w a s c e l e b r a t e d f o r t h r e e d a y s w i t h t h e o p e n i n g o f t h e n e w h a l l i n

J a n u a r y 1 9 1 7 * ^ h e U n i t e d C o o p e r a t i v e S o c i e t y w a s i n i t i a t e d b y t h i s

g r o u p . W i t h t h e p a s s i n g o f y e a r s t h e S o c i e t y a s a v i a b l e g r o u p i s n o w

in 1969 jus t amemory. The Parker St reet Ha l l was so ld in 195^.

I n J u n e 1 9 1 5 t h e K n i g h t s o f K a l e v a w a s o r g a n i z e d a s ” K . R . K n i g h t s

o f K a l e v a ” a n d t h e L a d l e s A u x i l i a r y " S a l u t t a r e n T u p a K . N " . T h e A l k u

Te m p e r a n c e S o c i e t y H a l l w a s u s e d f o r t h e I n i t i a t i o n w i t h 1 7 5 p e r s o n s

i n a t t e n d a n c e . T h i s S o c i e t y i s f o u n d e d o n t h e g r e a t e p i c p o e m o f F i n ¬

l a n d “ K a l e v a l a ” . I t i s s i m i l a r i n p r e c e p t t o t h e O d d F e l l o w s a n d
k

Rebej^Eas. I t is reported that the Kaleva Society has camp and grounds

a t a l a k e i n L i t t l e t o n . I n 1 9 3 3 t h e p a r e n t g r o u p s e t u p t h e " Yo u n g

K a l e v a s ” , T h e K n i g h t s o f K a l e v a i s s t i l l a l i v e a s o f t h i s w r i t i n g a n d

h a v e h e a d q u a r t e r s o n R i v e r S t r e e t .

D u r i n g t h e F i n n i s h - S o v i e t W i n t e r W a r o f 1 9 3 9 - ^ 0 a l l o f t h e F i n -
u n i t e d

n l s h o r g a n i z a t i o n s I n t o w n E n ± ± E C t t o r a i s e f u n d s f o r F i n n i s h r e l i e f ,

w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h e F i n n i s h W o r k e r s F e d e r a t i o n . A s y m p h o n y o r ¬

c h e s t r a c o m p o s e d o f t h e b e s t F i n n m u s i c i a n s i n m a n y c o m m u n i t i e s i n

M a s s a c h u s e t t s d n c l u d l n g m a n y f r o m M a 5 m a r d ) l e d b y o n e o f F i n l a n d ' s

l e a d i n g d i r e c t o r s t o u r e d N e w E n g l a n d f o r t h i s b e n e fi c i a l p u r p o s e .

A s w i t h a l l o t h e r e t h n i c g r o u p s , t h e o f f - s p r i n g o f t h e o r i g i n a l

s e t t l e r s h a v e m o r e o r l e s s m o v e d i n t o t h e m a i n s t r e a m o f A m e r i c a n l i f e ,

i n t o t h e i r o w n h o m e s , v o c a t i o n s , h o b b l e s a n d r a i s i n g a n A m e r i c a n f a m -



Q u i t e a c r y f r o m t h e p e a s a n t s o f W a y 2 3 , 1 9 0 2 t h a t w e r e o r d e r e dl l y .

” t o vaca te homes Jus t bu i l t by the Amer i can Woo len Company on McK in¬

l e y , R o o s e v e l t a n d H a r r i s o n S t r e e t s i n t h e n e w v i l l a g e b e c a u s e t h e y

w e r e p a c k e d s i x t e e n t o a h o u s e b u i l t f o r s i x , b u r l a p b a g s f a s t e n e d t o

t h e w a l l s t o m a k e r o o m s i n h a l f , s p i k e s i n w a l l f o r t h i s p u r p o s e ,

w o o d c h o p p e d o n fl o o r ” . F r e s h l y a r r i v e d f r o m t h e o l d c o u n t r y t h e r e

Q u i t e a f a r c r y , w o u l d n * t y o u s a y ?w a s n o r o o m o t h e r w i s e .

A l l d a t e s f r o m M a y n a r d N e w s . - R e a d a t t h e A p r i l 1 9 6 9 m e e t i n g o f t h e
M a y n a r d H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . - B . R . K o F : k 3


