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HOBOS AIH) TRA^IPS H'J MAYNARD TOl.’N

The original and only form of locomotion for man from one place to another on

t h i s g l o b e o f o u r s v / a s b y m o v i n g o n e l e g a f t e r t h e o t h e r f o n r a r d . O n l y i n r e c e n t

t i m e s - m i l l e n i a v ; i s e - d i d h e l e a r n o t h e r w a y s , V/e ^sh to speak in this paper on

those less for tunate brethren of ours o f by-gone years vho t ramped or rode the ra i ls

in to and poss ib ly out o f Maynard.

Nebster defines at ramp as one who t ravels about on foot .

hobo (this is Americanese by the ira.y) as aptDofessional tramp,

w a s g r a c e d b y b o t h g e n r e .

Fu r the r, he defines a

We are sure that ^fe2>^lard

W e m u s t a l s o c o n f e s s t o a c e r t a i n s o f t n e s s o f t h e h e a r t

t ov /a rds t hese t r amps ,as d i f f e ren t i a ted f r om hobos o f t he fi r s t f o r t y yea rs o f t he

existence of Maynard, for ve liave dear friends that did exactly this looking for work

dur ing the Great Depress ion of the ear ly 30*s.

Carl Sandburg in 1927 published his famous "American Song Bag" from which we have

taken these fo l low ing excerp ts o f hobo songs to i l l us t ra te N ine teenth Century Amer ica

f r o m t h e i r v i e v / p o i n t . In many ways these are similar to the folk songs that came out

o f the 30 ’s and the pro tes t songs o f today*s youth aga ins t the crass mater ia l ism of

p r e s e n t - d a y S o c i e t y,

H a l l e l u j a , I ’ m a B u m ' goes back to the l890’s, heard at the water tanks of

r a i l r o a d s :

Oh, why don't you work like other men do? H o w t h e h e l l c a n I

w o r k w h e n t h e r e ' s n o w o r k t o d o ?

Halleluja, I 'm abum -Nalleluja, bum again, Halleluja, give us a

h a n d o u t t o r e v i v e u s a g a i n .

Iwent to ahouse and asked for some bread -ALady came out, s a y s ,

t h e b a k e r i s d e a d ;

Hal le lu ja ( repeat)

And so on for many verses, A n o t h e r s o n g i s e n t i t l e d " S h o v e l l i n ' I r o n O r e

and this is usually sung by quartets in con jujiction vrlth "We are Four Btuns" .

Something happened the other day that never l iappened before

Aman t r ied to got me to shovel i i 'on ore.
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Snys I , t Old man now vhat will you pay?

Says he.

Bays I,

t w o b i t s a t o n !

I Old man, go diddle yoursel f .

I ' d r a t h e r b e o n t h e b u t n '

We are four gums, four jolly good chums. We live like royal Turks,

e're Imving good luck, in bumming about. G o d b l e s s t h e m a n t h a t w o r k s .

Wanderin'" We still hear this song today.T h e f o u i ’ t h a n d l a s t o n e i s e n t i t l e d

i t has a t remendous l y hun t i ng qua l i t y t o t he me lody.

daddy is an engineer, ray brother dr ives ahack

M y s i s t e r t a k e s i n r a s h i n 1 an ' t he baby ba l l s t he j ack ,

An ' i t looks l ike I 'm never gonna cease my i /ander in ' .

Ibeen ai-7anderin' early and late. New York City to the Golden Gate,

And it looks like I'm never gonna cease my '.!ra.nderin*.

Been a»workih' in the army, world.ng on afair;:. All Igot to show for it

Is the muscle in my arm, an I i t looks l ike I 'm never gonna case my Wanderin’ .

So now that we are in the proper frame of mind let us read some excerpts from the

l-^ynard Town Reports starting in I87I -our first year as acorporation;

(READ EXCERPTS -SEE ATTACHED)

AJanuary 8,1904 news item in the paper tells us of alarge number of complaints

about hobos begging for food and scaring women.

January 22, 1904 -Officer Connors hurrying hobos out of town. They have to have

permi t now to s tay a t poor fa rm fo r n igh t .

February 5^ 1904 -plan of overseers of the pooi* foj'cir

l o 0 0 2 -

h o b o s t o g e t a p e m i t

i s w o r k i n g - o n l y t w e l v e l a s t w e e k - u p t o t h a t t i : W i l l i a m L o r dl i g h t l y .

of Stow says they are coming there and Stow may folio'./ It

The January and February dates on these news Ltch::;

■d ' L p l a n .■f;'.

i f K a c a t e t h a t t h e s e m e n

w e r e o u t o f w o r k a n d o u t o f m o n e y a n d s e a r c h i n T; !>! tJiey were tramps andb b r I v o - : , : . .f t
O

n o t h o b o s .

M o s t o f t h e m n o d o u b t t r a v e l e d o n - s o m e n o c o u i ' . : ! b e c a m e s o l i d c i t i z e n s
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Lest we judge too harshly these wayfaring strangers -remember -

they might be our fa thers or grandfathers ’ ,
j

Most of the dates are from Maynard a n d t h e i n f o r m a t i o n p r i o r t o t h e t u r n

of the Century was compiled from To™ Reports by ajail-bird of 35 years and tramp
who traveled to Concord from I^ynard daily to jail -we mean Ralph Sheridan our
P r e s i d e n t * .

of our community.

Read at the March, I968 Meeting

of the I-feynard Historical Society
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