
ORGANIZED LABOR IN mYI- IARD

Worker ’s Associat ions to protect and augment economic benefits and condi t ions

go way back to the eighteenti i century in Ameriica. However, these un t i l a f te r the

Civil War, were individual attempts in single factories and plants to better their

The 1870's brougnt the Knights of labor into being in the mine-fields of

Pennsylvania and West Vi rg in ia.

p l i g l - i t .

The members of this union wore mostly immigrant

With the old country blood still fresh in their veins, they gave the mine-

owners the same medicine that was meted out to them -tar and feathers, assissinations.

By the mid-e ight ies t . enew Amer ican Federat ion of labor

absorbed the remnants of this organization represnnting the largest labor group until

the advent of the Committee for Industrial Organisation (C.I.O.) in the mid 1930's.

Source material prior to I9OO being missing, we can only conjecture that Waynard

and the Assabet ffenufacturing Company had its share of labor turmoil.

I r i s h .

t e r r o r i n a l l i t s f o r m s .

V ^ i t h t h e a d v e n t

of the i\merican Woolen Company on the scene in I899 and the feverish industrial activity

ensuing from thiB giant of the textile industrj^, the war between the Maynard wage

However, the power of the company

was such, that for 80 years it was able to keep at bay the unions that came and went,

d o l i n g o u t p i t t a n c e s o n l y.

earners and the on ly indust ry s tar ted in eam -s t .

The composition of the labor force in the mill, being of

many national strains, freshly immigrated from the old country, s p e a k i n g o n l y t h e i r

own language, militated against the unions becoming powerful enough to deal as equals

wi th the employer.

The skilled workers were the first to organize. T: ie spir inerG, according to the

newspaper article of Jan. 31j 1902, had been organized under the management of

Assabet Mfg. Co., have been reorganized now on iloc;l basis to d'/al with the new

The loom-fixers, mule-fixers, mulc-Gpir.r.crs, weavers, all organized

during the ensuing decade either as independent o:

60 of them, struck on Jan.17/1902 for extra p

(1000 employee's) to close.

management .

o f t h e Tne spinners.u ^ r t

f o r - u s i n g t h e e n t i r e m i l l- V

P r e s i d e n t V / o o d '! '!1. H'eclicl iffe agree toV

union demands after threatening to move work l .

Jan. 9? 1903 Vhe spinners (II8 of them) leave '!

\ .A year later,

',11-; the $10.44 they
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earn aweek is not enough. -Company agrees to union demands of $12.00 aweek after

a5^3-y strike. Union Committee was composed of G. Morris, John H. Murray, Joseph

Sales, Sylvester Sullivan, Thomas Beck, Archie Stoddard. Jan l6, 1903 the spinners

and loom-fixers join the Marlhoro labor Council and the A,F. of L. Installation of

officers on Jan 27, 1905 of the loom-fixers has Jesse Porter, President; Edward Titley,

Vice-President; Joshua Edward, Secretary; John H. I*feley, Recording-Secretary; Jolm

W o r k s t o p p a g e s o c c u r r e d s p o r a d i c a l l yMcDonald, Doorkeeper; Henry Connors, Sergeant.

i n the unsk i l l ed depar tments du r ing these years bu t w i thou t an o r^n iza t ion to back

tho rn , we re sho r t - l i ved .

April l4, 1911 the Finn operatives hold ameeting at Music Hall with both Finnish

T h e c a u s e f o r t h i s m e e t i n g h a d t o d o w i t h t h e r e c e n t s t r i k ea n d E n g l i s h s p e a k e r s .

among st r ippers which resul ted in the F inns being fired and Poles rep lac ing them.

March 9> 1913 newsnote te l ls of the loom-fixers and Mule-fixers combining in one ' jn ion.

A l i t t l e s o c i a l l i f e e n t e r s i n t o t h e d r a l 5 l i f e o f t h e s p i n n e r s f o r o n M a y 9 ^ 1 9 1 3 ^

Dec.19,1913 the mule-spinncrs,

Jan. 9, 1914 lonm-fi»

C o n c e r t a n d B a l l i s h e l d w i t h C o l l i n s O r c h e s t r a p l a y i n g .

local 7^7^ have installation of officers at Odd Fellows Hall.

l oca l 401 i ns ta l l o f fice rs : P res iden t , John Webs te r ; V i ce -P res iden t , Ha r r y Ha rg reaves ;

F in .Secre tary, George Waterhouse; Treasurer, Jeremiah Ke l ley ; Record ing-Secre tary,

George Siswick; Conductor, John McDonald; Warden, Joseph Roll inson; Trustees, John

Aug, 7, 191^ finds the loom-fixers, spinnersI ^ l e y, F e l i x E i i n v i l l e , G e o r g e S i s w i c k .

and weavers meeting at Parker Street Hall to plan for Jabor Day parade to Crowe Park.

Th is was the firs t labor Day ce lebrat ion by organ ized labor in l - laynard cont inu ing

annually through 1919 !Ded by the Imatra Band with 1-fe.rshal Bernard Garrigan and

Nicolai Katava as standard bearer, 3OO union members marched. T l i e l o o m - fi x e r s h a d

the above mentioned officers leading them; Ti ie spinners by President Thomas Brock;

Vice-President Pat lanigan; F in-Secretary, Char les Spence; Recording-Sec, E}-nest Tnane;

The Weavers by President, Oscar Grondahl; Vice-President,T r e a s u r e r , E d W o o d r i d g e .

H ja lmar Weekst rom; Secre tary, Ar thur L indfors ; Treasurer, Hannes Laht i , Conductor,

Aball game, track and field events, speeches against the 54 hour weekM i t t i A u t i o .

Nov. 13, 1914 the Central Labor Union holdsa n d m u s i c k e p t t h e 1 0 0 0 p e o p l e o c c u p i e d .
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meet ing a t Parker S t re t t Ha l l and H ibern ian Ha l l fo r the purpose o f o rgan iz ing a l l

t e x t i l e w o r k e r s i n t o t h e A . F . o f L . F r o m t h i s fl o w e d t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e s e w e r s

(Dec .4-, 1914-) spoolers and drawing-ingirls (Dec .18,191^+) and the burlers. The

carpenters local No.l4-l8 hold monthly meetings at Cannons Hall (Aug.13,1915)! H

&l8, 1916 the fulling dept and the picker room (mostly ĵ olish)
noon hour. A l though unorganized they s t ruck and Super in tendent Drechs ler hhuts down

mill. 600 poles meet and organize into Polish Local of the A.F.L.

r e f u s e t o w o r k d u r i n g

T h e e n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g l o c a l i s c o m p o s e d o f d r y - fi n i s h , w o t - fi n i s h , p i c k e r r o o m ,

Dry and wet finish union leaders were Fred Palmer, v ice-c a r d - r o o m a n d s h i p p i n g r o o m .

p r e s i d e n t ; fi n - s e c r e t a r y, P a t M c G r a t h ; Tr e a s u r e r, J e s s e B i l l e t ; R e c o r d i n g - S e c r e t a r y,

The A.F.L . o r^n izer ge ts the men back to work wh i le negot ia t ionsC.E .Greenhalge.

T h e n e w s p a p e r r e p o r t sa r e t a k i n g p l a c e - a d j u s t m e n t s a r e m a d e b u t n o w a g e i n c r e a s - . 5 .

t h a t t h e s e c o n d h a n d s m a d e w o r k e r s b r i n g v e g e t a b l e s t o t h e m p l u s p a y t h e m f o r t h e i r

A n i n t e r e s t -The same reports says the Ital ian and Polish women being organized.j o b s .

ing side-light on inner union strife came out on Sept. 8, I916 with John Golden,

In te rna t iona l P res iden t o f the Un i ted Tex t i l e Worke rs , A .F.L . j o ins the Maynard mu le -

Oct. 6,spinners local 7^7 as his own local in Fal l River has seceded from the union.

1916 the sewers local officers are -Miss Katie Powers, I’hrtha Parker, Margaret Leyden,

Oct .27,1918 de legates to the Nat iona lEva Tucker, Mary Dr i sco l l and Mrs . l ^ r ^ re t May.
A

.Convention are Thomas Breck, Joseph Parkin, Andy Hautum! Mrs. Catherine Lyons and

Dec. 8, 1916 officers of the dry Ll; ish and shippers are V/illiom

1

I ' ^ iss I fe ry Dr isco l l .

Brindley, Ed licl>lanus, Ed Ryan, Pat McGrath, liichael Kane and TnomiS Fowler. Dec.8,I9l6

o fficers o f d rawers , spoo le rs , d ressers loca l a re T l iom.Cr r i th ,

^^rs. Emily Bamford, Miss Catherine Wilder, Herbert Us. ■r, Mif '- ' - 'Ji i . te and l iazel Callahan.

After the first world war, Feb. 7^ 1919 the tcati.l.-. '.'.nion uer.*and was for the 8hour

day, 4-8 hours aweek and time and ahalf for overtiira .

t h e r E m a n u e l s o n ,

j . n y a c c e p t e d t h i s b u t

as the company was only on a4- day week'it didn't raal-e toj mu."L difference. T h e u n i o n

committee was Bernard Garr/gan, Thomas Smith and 1 t i . .

Th is was the beg inn ing o f a turbu lent decade ~ . 1 ; ’ . I r . l a b o r r e l a t i o n s

good t imes , bad t im ' -?s , bo th reac ted on the wea lcm- : - j f t h e l o c a l u n i o n s .



On top of this, the division between the conservative and radical union members was

so deep that American Woolen had no difficulty in keeping both in line,

several hundred people gather on Glendale Street for amass meeting to hear speakers

talk on labor troubles in Lawrence, $200 was raised for Lawrence strikers. Apr.18,1919

O- 1919 organizers are reported in

F e b . 11 , 1 9 1 9

another meeting took place on V/alnut Street. I^y

tovm to organize aseparate union from the United Textile Workers, llay 23, 19^9 American

Woolen gave a15^b i^ise to mill employees -this was negotiated by the U.T.W. in Feb.
T h i s b e l a t e d r a i s e a p p a r e n t l y w a s

against the new radical union being organized.

of that year when the 8hour day \ia.s negotiated,

given then to strengthen the U.T.W. as

The U.T.W. was weak it this period for anews note of Sept. 1919 tells of the labor

Day parade to Crowe Park in which only the spinners union with aplatoon of police and

the Imatra and National Bands were present -no Polish or Finnish unionists present.

Two months later Nov.21,1919 seven hundred weavers walk out in protest against working

P r e s i d e n t G o l d e n o f t h e U . T. W, c o m e s i n t o t o w n f o r d i s c u s s i o n s .w i t h n o n - u n i o n w e a v e r s .

‘Agent Drechsler of the company says U.T.W. wants aclosed shop which the U.T.VJ. denies -

it only wants the alleged non-union members (who are members of the new radical

Amalgamated Textile V/orkers Union) to join the U.T.V/. Tiie company declares that it
cannot do this -that 3OOO employes will be out of work consequently. 200 members of

the amalgamated meet in Polish Hall on Parker Street --they are still at work. They

!insist that the U.T.W. wants to destroy the amalgamated and the i^alk-out was for that

p u r p o s e .

The company reflised to negotiate with the national officers of the U.T.W. (Nov.28,
1919) the weavers remain out but the rest of the U.T.W. locals remain in tintil laid off.

The spinners meet (nov.21,1919) and decide that spare spinners can only get work by

to see i f a regu la r sp inner i s ou t . Dec .5 ,1919 news no te

reports that agent Drechsler decides to keep mill open. The article indicates that

the company purpose it to break the union movement by keeping the two unions

committee was composed of Edwin Carleton, Frank Parks,

The company by O.C.Drechsler and Edwin Toop.

r e p o r t i n g e v e r y m o m i n

a t e a c h

o t h e r s t h r o a t s . T i i e w e a v e r s

F r a n c i s J o h n s t o n e a n d H e n r y S l y v e r t .

Actually only A5 weavers belong to the Amalgamted Toitile Workers and 616 to the

United Textie V/orkers. Arthur Siipola was the local head of the Amalgamated (Dec.19,1919)
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T h e V f e a v e r s s t r i k e e n d e d a f t e r s i x w e e k s w i t h c o n c e s s i o n s b y b o t h c o m p a n y a n d t h e

U.T.W. (Dec.26^1919) Tlie co-callod non-imion weavers v;ere segregated onto the first

floor o f No .5 m i l l ; t he company recogn ized the U .T.W. na t iona l o ffice rs ; the \m ion d id

/ i l l i n a l l , t he company, by hav ing two an tagon is t i cn o t d e m a n d t h e c l o s e d s h o p .

unions, was the winner of that ball game.'.'

The amalgamated continued to organize and meet but on J^r. 5^ I920 ameeting

at Polish Hall on Parker Street \Ta.s broken up by chief of pol ice Bihks and union

T h e c i v i l l i b e r t i e s u n i o n e n t e r e d t h i s c a s e a s i t " v r a - s al i t e r a t u r e w a s c o n fi s c a t e d .

On irfeiy 1920 the amalgaiSiated demanded a44 hr. weekfl a g r a n t a b u s e o f p o l i c e p o w e r ,

and a^Olo raise in wages with the implied threat that if these were not forthcoming

it would close the woolen departments and wet finishing departments causing the \diole

The company countered with an offer of 17-l/2/^ raise. The U.T.W.,m i l l t o c l o s e .

wh ich cont ro l led a t th is t ime o ther depar tments , was happy and the ant ic ipa ted s t r i ke

did not material ize.as the amalgamated would have needed the support of the U.T.W.

m e m b e r s h i p . A l s o h a r d t i m e s w e r e s t a r t i n g a g a i n .

S ta r t ing in 1922 the fo r tunes o f bo th un ions tos a t a low leve l un t i l 1931« The

amalgamated disappeared by the end of that year. The U.T.V?. held various organizat ional

F e b . 1 0 , 1 9 2 2 t h e s w e r smeet ings dur ing those years but remained weak and ineffectual ,

tried to reorganize, ^klr 24,1922 U.T.V/. holds mass meeting in Qoop Hall with Finnish

July 31^ 1925 seven hundred meet at Crowe Park for aU.T.V/.

mass meeting \7i th Pres. Francis Johnstone presiding - t-rage cuts the issue,

spinners and weavers con^lain they have been on short time for 6months -2days aweek.

a n d E n g l i s h s p e a k k r s .

T n e

Weekly meetings were held that year with di fferent departments but nothing seemed to

have come of it. Feb. 17,1928 another organizing campaign was started by the U.T.V/.

Mar.16,1928 an audience of 3OO at Coop liall beared Tnomas Ragan, organizer, Joe Bozck

i n P o l i s h a n d J o h n H i l l i n F l n n i s V . S p i n n e r s u n i o n o b j e c t s t o 1 0 h r . d a y f o r w o m e n .

Aug. 3^1928 the U.T.W. holds fifvld days at Voses Pirk v/ i th t l ie United Concert Band

for music. Oct. 19,1923 Ik iynard Text i le Counci l holds benefit dance at V/al tham St .Hal l

for New Bedford s t r ikers -an appeal be ing made for women's and ch i ldren 's c lo th ing

l ^ a n c i s J o h n s t o n e t o b e c o n t a c t e d a s r e c e i v e r . I - I a r . 1 , 1 9 2 9 ^ i a y n a ^ d Te x t ' l e C o u n c i l w a s

organ ized w i th 7de legates each f rom th ree loca l un ions -Thomas Brock , Pres ident ;
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Francis Jo}ir5^onc, Vice-President; Mrs. IVlbert Vntte,

Treasurer. Oct.31,1930 local 771, Ifeynard T,.>:tilr. Council held amass

Secretary and I larold Haskel l

n s

m e e t i n g

a t P a r k e r S t . H a l l .

By Feb. 193I the s i tuat ion had deter iorated to

U.T.V'J. i^inging its hands for the past 10

s u c h a n e x t e n t w i t h t h e

years with every wage cut and working

dondition worsened, that the new National Textile VforJ.ers Union,
organizer, was able to call astrike^ of the

James P. Reid,

T h e d e m a n d s w e r e - r e t u r n

of 12-l/2̂ j wage cut which was taken in Maynard only whicl: the I-:hynard Textile
Council U.T.U. Imd agreed to; end of the ^*fficiency s,

w e a v e r s .

tein whereby stop T-ratches

and pencil tapping of en^iloyees' movements were recorded; return of the lOfj bonus
for night work. The company disagrees bo by the following week (thr.6,1931)
s u r r o u n d e d t h e m i l l .

5 0 0 p i c k e t s

The company then confers with tlic U.T.U.,
efficiency" out; and U.T.V/. and company to discuss

wages. This forces the smaller J^ational textile Uorkers Uj
wi th on ly par t ia l demands met .

Next, we hear on Nov.10,1933 the U.T.W.

araefeting at Parker St. Hall with I50 present

a g r e e i n g t o i t s t e r m s

o f ; any changes in condit ions and

n . i o n t o c a l l o f f i t s s t r i k e

in tlic person of Horace Riviera, holds

to o rgan ise one b ig i ndus t r i a l un ion -

more craft unions. Another meeting follows on Dec.1,19'3 '"^t ti
1934 ageneral strike of all textile workers throu'h

1700 fe^Tiard w^orkers are v/ith them. By Sept.28,193);

n o

lie same place. By Sept.7,

not]on takes place ando u t t h -

t h e s t r . . e i s o v e r a n d t h e m i l l

resumes operations. Wages and conditions, union rc'-ogniLion were the points ttruck

The officers elected by the industrial union vor(;r WiUinm President; "
.Vice-Presidents, Tliomas Maley, Tony Colombo, 'vllllj’m Kitoi/icz; Sec-Treasurer,

Charles Spence; Rec .-Secretary John O'Leary; Condrct'>r, 'hn Mojniihan,

f o r .

By Oct. 6, 1939 the mill workers voted at a

look to organize into the C.I.O.

o a t " o n 1In’; n- board election, IO95-

U n i t e d Te x t i l e ' \ h r ' / r , U - ’ - :

oi officers of locatlkO were; Rc-clecte'd Presidf-nt

Cowles; Sec.-Treasurer, Miss Gladys Mikijanic-; h

Robert Robblee, Elmer tiattson, Ben Bundalavich, )’■,

u r i j un . Tne Jan 10 ,19k l l i s t

- r y : V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , L e s t e rJ o h n ^ ’ L

ry, Miss Ann kl i i te; T.ruGtees- ! ' ! ! r r .

L- . ( . local s igned a2

;e kO cents an hour.

y e a r

no-strike or lock-out agreement, 10',i increase r ! - ; v r ;
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July l6, 19^2 the xmion votes to buy a$1000 \hr Bond and $100 monthly thereafter'.

O ffice rs a t t h i s t ime Pres iden t John O ’Leary ; V i ce -Pres iden t Eve re t t S r i r ve la ; Sec . -

Treasurer Gladys Mik i jan iec; Hec.-Secretary Ann L. Vfli i te ; Trustees Elmer Mat tson,

John Robblee, Baniey Bondelev i tch; Sergeant Wi l f red Ri ley,

This section of the paper concerning the union at ^^merican Woolen ^ri l l be

c o n c l u d e d a f t e r w e h a v e d o n e a d d i t i o n a l r e s e a r c h o n t h e p o s t s e c o n d w o r l d ; - ; a r

period. American \lholen closed shop in 1‘kynard 19^9-50 so the union disappeared

a t t h e s a m e t i m e .

W e t h i n k t h a t r e a d i n g i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l o r d e r t h e u p s a n d d o - v m s o f t h e l a b o r

xmions in /American Woolen, i n r e t r o s p e c t t h e r e c a n b e n o d i s a g r e e m e n t w i t h t h e

s t a t e m e n t t h a t i f t h e w o r k e r s f o r 5 0 y e a r s c o u l d h a v e g o t t e n u n i t e d a n d n o t a l l o w e d

themselves to be divided by mutual hosti l i t ies and by the company, that 1'fe.ynard and

i ts people today v/ould be ^much weal th ier, heal th ier and happier^t^ss i .

I f we retrace oiorselves now, there were afew news notes concerning other union

a c t i v i t y i n I ' f e y n a r d .

Nov. 8, 1901 -Bartenders local holds dance.

Mar. 2,1906 -Carpenters union admits 9members and discusses demands to

b e m a d e o f c o n t r a c t o r s .

Dec. 19,1913 -Edgar Crannel , Secre tary loca l 21, ^ fer lboro , C igar makers is in

t o T O t o b o o s t u n i o n l a b e l .

Aug. 13, 1915 -Carpenters local li|-l8 is holding monthly meetings at Masonic Hall.

Aug. 11,1916 -Carpenters union elects; Sid Baffin, John Comeau, Thoms Tierney,

Dan IX^er, Dan Colbeirt, Nelson Rocjder, Prank Prue, Adile Crook, Nelson Roeder, Walt

V / h i t m a n .

Apr.18,1919 -Miynard telephone operators strike -local 12-A six operators in

Jiiynard out -demands are; 1st -six months of service $6.50 week -balance of year

mum to be $12, asking $6 weeldLy increase-;$10.; 2nd to fifth year $11 -ma:

E v e r y n o w a n d t h e n t h e b a r b e r s u s e d t o o r g a n i z e , w e h a v e b e e n t o l d , b u t i t d i d

n o t l a s t .

Sept. l4, 193^+ !Lovell Bus Lines unionized but John Lovell refused to bargain
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w i th the amalgamated assoc ia t ion o f s t ree t and e lec t r ica l employees o f Amer ica , loca l

^ 1 0 8 4 .
■

Read at the A'.'' V', Jt-' 7meeting
of the Maynard H is to r i ca l Soc ie ty

B . R . K o s k i


