
T H E I T A L I A N P E O P L E I N M A Y N A E D

The first I ta l ians coming to Maynard would be dated somet ime in the l890’s for thei r

i n i t i a l o rgan i za t i ona l a t t emp t was i n 1906 . T h i s w a s t h e I t a l i a n C o u r t o f F o r e s t e r s .

T h e fi r s t m e e t i n g w a s i n O d d F e l l o w s H a l l w i t h C o u r t o f I t a l y o f B o s t o n p r e s e n t .

(June 15, 1906,) The organization was initiated July 20, 1906 (Odfellows Hall)

w i t h m a n y p r e s e n t f r o m o u t o f t o w n . C o u r t D a n t e A l i g h i e r i o f F o r e s t e r s h a d t h e

f o l l o w i n g f o r o f fi c e r s : S . C . R . M i c h e l e R o b e r t s — C . R . A n t o n i o D i s t a s i o - T r e a s .

C e l e s t i n o C o l o m b o — J . W . C a r m i n e D e M a r c o — S . B . R a f f a e l e D o t o l i — L e c t u r e r D o r a e n c i o

D i s t a s i o . T h e r e w a s n o t h i n g f u r t h e r i n t h e n e w s p a p e r s s o w e d o n o t k n o w h o w l o n g

t h i s c o u r t e x i s t e d .

T h e I t a l i a n C i t i z e n s ' s C l u b w a s o r g a n i z e d N o v . 2 9 , 1 9 1 2 t o a i d I t a l i a n s i n

b e c o n i n g c i t i z e n s a n d t o t a k e p a r t i n t h e s p r i n g e l e c t i o n . T h e n e w s p a p e r a r t i c l e

goes on to expla in that a t present there are 11 I ta l ian voters in town—6 more for

s p r i n g e l e c t i o n — 2 0 w i l l t a k e o u t fi r s t p a p e r s n e x t S a t u r d a y = - a n d a n e s t i m a t e d

600 Italians in Maynard. T h e O f fi c e r s w e r e : P r e s , J o s e p h M o r g a n d i , V i c e P r e s .
i iP
/ A n g e l o D i m o n i c o , S e c ' y E r n e s t i n o B a r i l o n e , T r e a s . K a l l e C o l u m b u s , C l e r k J o s e p h

Aug . 8 , 1913 th i s c lub he ld ap icn ic a t V isocch i ' s Fa rm.M o r g a n d i . N o t h i n g f u r t h e r

i s h e a r d o f t h i s c l u b .

Dec. 191^ Newsnote tells us of several Italian residents being called back

t o I t a l y t o s e r v e i n t h e a r m y . T h i s t y p e o f c o n s c r i J > t i o n w a s p r e v a l e n t i n t h e

E u r o p e a n c o u n t r i e s .

Our next newsnote tells us (Aug. 19»1921,) of the organizational meeting

t o s e t u p t h e S o n s o f I t a l y w i t h i n s t a l l a t i o n o f o f fi c e r s o n L a b o r D a y i n s t a l l a t i o n

of Officers. (We have the good fortune to have in our midst inMaynard, Joseph

P o r r a z o , l i f e t i m e b a r b e r a n d o n e o f t h e o r i g i n a l m e m b e r s o f t h e S o n s o f I t a l y ,

w h o k i n d l y c o n s e n t e d t o w r i t i n g i n i t s e n t i r e t y t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e S o n s O f I t a l y .
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Sons'OT'~rtB.^;n v i n c , . i - e - ^ o c r u i i a z i y

R o m a L o d g e N o . 11 0 3 O r d e r o f S o n s o f I t a l y i n A m e r i c a o f M a y n a r d , M a s s , w a s i n s t i

t u t e d o n S e p t e m b e r 5 , 1 9 2 1 a t E a g l e H a l l , M a y n a r d , M a s s , u n d e r t h e s p o n s o r s h i p

of I tal ia Nuova Lodge No. 983 Order Sons of I taly in America of Somervi l le, Mass,

i n t h e p r e s e n c e o f t h e G r a n d D e p u t y E m i s s a r y o f t h e G r a n d L o d g e o f M a s s a c h u s e t t s

P r o f . A n t o n i o D e n t a m a r o . T h e r e w a s a C h r i s t e n i n g a n d I n i t i a t i o n o f t h e L o d g e .

T h e C h a r t e r w a s i s s u e d b y t h e S u p r e m e L o d g e a n d w a s s i g n e d b y t h e f o l l o w i n g :

R a i m o n d o l a n n u z z o , E d w a r d o L e n z i , a n d F r a n c e s c o S a n t u c c i , w i t h s e v e n t y - s e v e n

i n i t i a l m e m b e r s , m e n a n d w o m e n . T h e fi r s t E x e c u t i v e C o u n c i l w a s c o m p o s e d o f :

V e n e r a b l e C e l e s t i n o P r i i a n o

A s s i s t a n t V e n e r a b l e E d w a r d o L e n z i

E x . V e n e r a b l e R a i m o n d o l a n n u z z o

O r a t o r G u i s e p p e P o r r a z z o

R e c o r d i n g S e c r e t a r y G i o v a n i n o P i a c i t e l l i

F i n a n c i a l S e c r e t a r y F r a n c e s c o S a n t u c c i

T r e a s u r e r E r n e s t o B a r o l o n i

i s t T r u s t e e V i n c e n z o L u c c h e s i

2 n d T r u s t e e S a l v a t o r e T e r r a s i

3 r d T r u s t e e P a s q u a l e Ve l e n o

4 t h T r u s t e e R o s a r i o S a l a m o n e

5 t h T r u s t e e F r a n c e s c o P i a c i t e l l i

1 s t M a s t e r o f C e r a i i o n i e s N i c o l a B a c c a r o

2 n d M a s t e r o f C e r e m o n i e s F r a n c e s c o C o l o m b o

S e r g e a n t a t A r m s A n t o n i o V e l e n o

S e r g e a n t a t A r m s E r n e s t M a r i a n o
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A r b i t r a t i o n C o m m i t t e e B o n i f a c i o F i n o c c h i

M t

A g o s t i n o F a v a
I I T t

V i n c e n z o R u s s o

f t

L u i g i D i G r a p p a
I f w R o c c o T e l e s e

G r a n d D e l e g a t e s B o n i f a c i o F i n o c c h i

f t I t

A g o s t i n o F a v a

A s s i s t a n t G r a n d D e l e g a t e F r a n c e s c o S a n t u c c i

t i f t I I

P i e t r o V a c c a r o

After the installation, the American flag was christened by Teresa Carbon^,

The I ta l ian flag was chr is tened by Vin¬

cenzo Russo, Godfather, and his daughter Maria Russo, Godmother,

languages are Italian and English, the emblem of the Order is agolden lion in a

field of white, and the motto is "Liberty, equality and fraternity.

T h e l o d g e m e e t s o n c e a m o n t h .

Godmother, and Vito Carbone, Godfather.

T h e o f fi c i a l

I t

Mee t ings were he ld a t fi rs t i n the Eag les Ha l l ,

corner Nason and Summer Sts. ,later at Elks Hall on Main St, and at present are

he ld a t the I ta l ian Soc ia l C lub Ha l l , Wal tham St .

The Lodge provides medical services and i l lness and death benefits to members.

The o ffic ia l ce lebra t ion is Co lumbus Day, Oct . 12 .

and social Activities, and encourages good citizenship for this great nation.

T h e L o d g e s p o n s o r s c i v i c

A m e r i c a .

J o s e p h P o r r a z z o

R e c o r d i n g S e c r e t a r y

1 9 6 2



Venera'bles—Roma Lodge No. 1103 Sons of Italy

19U2 Pasqua le Pur regoC e l e s t i n o P r i m i a n o1 9 2 1

19̂ +3 n t t

E d w a r d o L e n z i1 9 2 2

19^^ Raimondo GandolfoC e l e s t i n o P r i m i a n o1 9 2 3

19lt5 t tt tt t192k I t

19^6 Vincenzo PorrazzoA n t o n i o M i s t r e t t a1 9 2 5

19̂ +7 I t

1926 M t t

19^8 Ce les t i no P r im ianot tI I

1 9 2 7

19U9 I tI t

1928 S a n t o C a r u b a

V i n c e n z o P o r r a z z o1 9 5 01 9 2 9
1 9 3 0
1 9 3 1
1 9 3 2
1 9 3 3

A i : i t o n i o M i s t r e t t a
D o m e n i c o M u c c i a c c i o

V i n c e n z o P o r r a z z o
R a i m o n d o G a n d o l f o
S a l v a t o r e T e r r a s !

I t

1 9 5 1

1 9 5 2 G i u s e p p e P o r r a z z o

I tt t

193h 1 9 5 3G i u s e p p e P o r r a z z o

195^ Giovanni PiantedosiM i c h a e l V e l e n o1 9 3 5

I t1936 1 9 5 5 G i u s e p p e G r a c e f f aI t

1956 Domenico Mucciacio1 9 3 7 G i u s e p p e P o r r a z z o
I t

1938 1 9 5 7M i c h a e l V e l e n o

I II t1958C e l e s t i n o P r i m i a n o1 9 3 9

19^0 t t 1 9 5 9 R a i m o n d o G a n d o l f oI t

i 960 I tI t

19^1 Giuseppina Finochi

1961 fi I t

1962 I t t t

J o s e p h P o r r a z z o

1962R e c o r d i n g S e c r e t a r y



Nov. H , 1927 news a r t i c l e te l l s us o f anew I ta l i an o rgan iza t i on

St, Anthony's Crusaders -holding adance at Colonial Hall -UOO people

i n a t t e n d a n c e - a B o s t o n d a n c e h a n d f o r d a n c i n g a n d A n d r e w V i s o c c h i o f

B o s t o n p l a y i n g t h e a c c o r d i o n f o r a s h o r t c o n c e r t .

J a n u a r y 1 2 , 1 9 3 3 n e w s a r t i c l e t e l l s u s o f t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e

I t a l i a n S o c i a l C l u b a t H a l l o n W a l t h a m S t r e e t . T h e i n i t i a l o f fi c e r s w e r e :

P r e s . R a y m o n d G a n d o l f o , V i c e - P r e s . A d a m M a r i a n i , R e c , S e c ' y V i n c i n z o l a n n u z z o .

F i n . S e c ' y V i t o C a r b o n e , T r e a s . C h a r l e s V i s o c c h i , T r u s t e e s J o s e p h M o r g a n t e ,

(The following is again from JosephL u i g i T i b e r i o , P a s q u a l e P a r e a g o .

Po r razzo -amonograph on the I t a l i an Soc ia l C lub ) :

Club of Maynard, Mass, was insti tuted on Dec. 7, 193^ at their own Hall

T h e I t a l i a n S o c i a l

at 6h Waltham St., Maynard, Mass. T h e C h a r t e r w a s i s s u e d b y t h e S t a t e o f(
/ I /S'

M a s s a c h u s e t t s w i t h i n i t i a l n u m b e r o f s e v e n t y - fi v e m e m b e r s . T h e p u r p o s e o f
. l .

t h i s s o c i a l c l u b i s t o e n c o u r a g e a n d t o p r o m o t e s o c i a l a n d r e c r e a t i o n a l

a c t i v i t i e s a m o n g t h e p e o p l e o f t h e I t a l i a n R a c e a n d o f I t a l i a n e x t r a c t i o n
/

a n d t o s t i m u l a t e c l o s e r a n d m o r e f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s h i p s a m o n g t h e m .

T h e O f fi c e r s o f t h i s C l u b w e r e a s f o l l o w s :

P r e s i d e n t - A d a m M a r i a n i

V i c e P r e s i d e n t - C h a r l e s V i s o c c h i

R e c o r d i n g S e c r e t a r y - V i n c e n z o l a n u z z o

F i n a n c i a l S e c r e t a r y - P a t r i c F o r e g o

T r e a s u r e r - V i t o C a r b o n e

1 s t T r u s t e e - L o r e t o A r c i e r i

2 n d T r u s t e e - A n t o n i o C o l o m b o

3 r d T r u s t e e - A n g e l o C u r c i

M a r s h a l l - R i n a l d o M a r i a n i

C u s t o d i a n - L u i g i P r i m i a n o



B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s

J o h n P e r i l l oA d a m M a r i a n i A n g e l o C u r c i

C h a r l e s V i s o c c h i F r a n k C o l o m b o

V i n c e n z o l a n u z z o L e o n a r d l a n u z z o

F e l i c e M i c e l l i A n t o n i o C u r c i

D o m e n i c k G r e e n o D o n a t o D e n t i n o

T h e C l u b m e e t s o n c e a n m o n t h . I n t h e e v e n t o f t h e d e a t h o f a n y

m e m b e r t h e C l u b s e n d s a F l o r a l T r i b u t e a n d p r o v i d e s a C o m m i t t e e o f s i x

m e m b e r s t o a t t e n d t h e f u n e r a l . A l s o a t t h e d e a t h o f a n y m e m b e r o f t h e

f a m i l y t h e C l u b s e n d s a F l o r a l T r i b u t e .

T h e C l u b s p o n s o r s C i v i c A c t i v i t i e s a n d e n c o u r a g e s g o o d

C i t i z e n s h i p f o r t h e To w n o f M a y n a r d .

J o s e p h P a r r d z z o
3 5 W a l n u t S t r e e t
M a y n a r d , M a s s a c h u s e t t s
June -1963

D e c . 1 5 , 1 9 3 3 n e w s n o t e t e l l s u s o f a n I t a l i a n - A m e r i c a n c i t i z e n s

c l u b m e e t i n g a t C o o p . H a l l S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n a s p a r t o f a n a t u r a l i z a t i o n

d r i v e w i t h R e p . F r a n k S h e r i d a n a d d r e s s i n g t h e m e e t i n g .

F e b . 2 2 , 1 9 3 5 . A n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m e e t i n g o f a n e w s o c i e t y ’ O u r

L a d y o f I n d u l g e n c e ’ t o o k p l a c e a t t h e I t a l i a n S o c i a l C l u b H a l l w i t h t h e

H e a d D e l e g a t e M r s . C a r o l i n e V i s o c c h i , O f fi c e r sf o l l o w i n g a s o f fi c e r s :

8 0 w e r e e n r o l l e d w i t h P r o f e s s o rV i r g i n i a A n g e l o s a n t o a n d S a n t a M a r i a n o .

A m e n d o M a r i a n o o f B o s t o n g i v i n g a n a d d r e s s .

M a r . 2 2 , 1 9 3 5 - A n I t a l i a n C i t i z e n s C l u b o r g a n i z e d w i t h M i c h a e l

L a l l i a s P r e s i d e n t a n d M i c h a e l B a r i l o n e V i c e - P r e s i d e n t a t 1 0 M a i n S t r e e t

f o r c l u b r o o m .



In the la t te r 30 's Sa in t Anthony 's Soc ie ty was organ ized.

As of this writing (1969) the Italian people in Maynard still

have some o f these o rgan iza t ions in the i r m ids t ; Sons o f I ta l y, I t a l i an

Social Club, Our Lady of Indulgence Society, and the Saint Anthony's

With the passing of the old guard and the thrust into the main-S o c i e t y .

s t ream of Amer ican l i fe o f the young peop le o f I ta l ian ex t rac t ion these

organizat ions are wi th us but not as s t rong.

May i t be sa id t ha t t h i s l i gh t -hea r ted peop le o f La t i n ex t rac t i on

have added a lo t o f v ivac i ty and sp ice to the Maynard scene -an ex t ra

dimension which would surely have been missed in the hum-drum life of a

m i l l - t o w n . M a y i t c o n t i n u e s o .

Read at the meeting of The Maynard Historical Society

- B . R , K o s k i


