
MISSION EVANGELICAL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

The Mission EJvangelical Congregational Church had its
beginning in I903 with asmall group of Finnish-speaking
people, who met in Haynes Hall. Their next move was to
the Union Congregational Church. v/ith the increased emigra¬
tion from Finland to the United States and the grovj ing
congregation, they decided it be more convenient to have
their meetings and social gatherings in their own building.
The first step was taken on Dec. 17» 1912 when the Walnut

N e x t , t h e i r p a s t o r , R e v .S t r e e t s i g h t w a s p u r c h a s e d ,
suggested Matti Siitonen from Quincy as archltect-
On May I8, 1913 the corner stone was laid during an

impressive ceremony with many in attendance. By Aug. 13i 1913
t h e v e s t r y w a s r e a d y f o r i t s ’ fi r s t s e r v i c e a n d t h e u p s t a i r s
chapel by Nov. 29, 1913. The dedicat ion took place on
Dec . 14 , 1913 .
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Through the years the church has been nresented with many
gifts. One of the first was aUnited States flag which
was donated by the Isaac Davis Women’s Relief Corps.
Later in 1935 the church vias presented v/ i th abel l f rom
the Ajnerican VJoolen Company due to the efforts of Matti
Katvala, vrho was achui'ch member and mill vjorker.
aKawai piano was given in memory of Walfr^.d Riihi louma.

The original name of the church contained the word
S i n c e m o s t o f i t s
t h e " F i n n i s h " w a s
t h e M i s s i o n E v a n g e l i c a l C o n g r e g a t i o n a l C h u r c h .

R e c e n t l y ,

F i n n i s h " !
members spoke t he Eng l i sh l anguage ,

d r o p p e d a n d t h e o f fi c i a l t i t l e b e c a m e ■S’?.

T h e y a r e ;
R e v . G r o o p , R e v . H e n d r i c k s o n ,
R e v . S u n d e l i n
R e v .
R e v . W i r t a
R e v , V a a n a n e n
R e v . K o t i l a
R e v . R i n t a
R e v . K o p o n e n
R e v . H a m a l a i n e n
R e v . H e i k k i l a

O v e r t h e y e a r s s h e h a s h a d s e v e r a l p a s t o r s .
E a r l y 1 9 O O

M i e t t i n e n , R e v . L i l l b a c k1906-1908
1 9 0 8 - 1 9 1 2
1 9 1 2 - 1 9 2 5
1 9 2 5 - 1 9 3 2
1932-1936
1936-1946
1946-1965
1966 -

,Council C'^^^rclr^e ^fAayr\a Tci- Clew.
The church belongs to the^Eastern Finnish IVangelical
Gonrrregational Mission Conference of America and was a
m e m b e r i n t h e U n i t e d C h u r c h o f C h r i s t . H e r r e g u l a r
a c t i v i t i e s i n c l u d e a S u n d a y w o r s h i p s e r v i c e , S u n d a y

a m i d - w e e k d e v o t i o n a l s e r v i c e , a M a . r t h aS c h o o l c l a s s e s .
S o c i e t y a n d a M i s s i o n a r y G r o u p .

T h e c h u r c h i s h o n o r e d b y h a v i n g a n i n t y y e a r o l d m e m b e r,
M r s . A m a n d a B u l e t t e .
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