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B i r g e r h a s a s k e d m e t o d e l e t e o r m a k e a n y a d d i t i o n s t o t h i s e s s a y
e n t i t l e d " P o o l R o o m s " , H e h a s K r l t t e n t h i s p a p e r s o w e l l a n d h a s
p u t s o m a n y h o u r s o f r e s e a r c h I n t o I t , t h a t 1 d o n o t p l a n t o m a k e
a n y c h a n g e s a n d w i l l r e a d I t v e r b a t i m . H o w e v e r , a t I t s c o n c l u s i o n ,
I w i l l m a k e a f e w a d d i t i o n s a n d I m u s t a l s o c o m e t o t h e d e f e n s e o f
s o m e o f m y f r i e n d s w h o w e r e p o o l r o o m p r o p r i e t o r s .

T h e w o r d p o o l r o o m h a s h a d a c e r t a i n x m s a v o r y c o n n o t a t i o n e v e n
t o t h e p r e s e n t t i m e I n t h e m i n d s o f t h e h o m e b o d y , b e c a u s e o f t h e
picture It conjures up. An old picture of unkept mafce
s a w d u s t o n t h e fl o o r f o r t h e s p i t t o o n m l s s e r s , l e e r i n g f a c e s w a t c h i n g
the passe rs -by, espec ia l l y t he woman fo l k , ahang -ou t f o r c r im ina l s ,
t h e w h o l e g a m u t o f a n u n h e a l t h y w o r l d , s p r i n g s I n t o m i n d a t t h e
mention of the word; I t seems however, that there are unnecessary
e v i l s I n a l l a s p e c t s o f l i f e , I n t h e s a m e w a y a s t h e r e a r e n e c e s s a r y
g o o d I n o r d e r f o r a s o c i e t y t o e x i s t a n d p e r s e v e r e ; I t J u s t d e p e n d s
o n w h o s e e y e s a r e l o o k i n g a t w h a t 7 C o n s i d e r t h e l i t t l e c o s m o p o l i t a n
t o w n o f M a y n a r d a f t e r t h e t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y . P r o m a c o m p a r a t i v e l y
s l e e p y l i t t l e v i l l a g e o f 3 1 0 0 s o u l s I n 1 8 9 5 i t b e c a m e a t o w n o f
5 7 0 0 t e n y e a r s l a t e r ; T h e A m e r l c a a W o o l e n C o m p a n y, t a k i n g o v e r t h e
management o f the de func t Assabe t Mfg ; Company In 1899 c rea ted a
t r e m o m d o u s n e e d f o r l a b o r . T h e W o o l e n C o m p a n y h a d I t s a g e n t s I n
v a r i o u s E u r o p e a n c o u n t r i e s d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , I t a l s o h a d l a r g e
p o s t e r s d i s t r i b u t e d t h r u o u t t h e m i l l u r g l M t h e p r e s e n t w o r k f o r c e

^ t o w r i t e t o t h e i r o l d c o u n t r y f r i e n d s e x t o l T n g t h e v i r t u e s o f c o m i n g
t o A m e r i c a a n d a N e w W o r l d , U p t o t h i s t i m e t h e p o p u l a t i o n c o n s i s t e d
m o s t l y o f E n g l i s h , I r i s h , a n d S c o t c h p e r s u a s i o n . A d d t h e y c a m e -
mostly single men and women. They came from Finland, Poland, Russia,
I t a l y, L i t h u a n i a , a n d a s c a t t e r i n g f r o m o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . Tw e n t y
o n e d i f f e r e n t n a t i o n a l i t i e s w e r e l i s t e d b y t h e t o w n c l e r k . T h e y
se t up the i r l odges , c lubs , bands e tc , go t mat r led , d id the th ings
t h a t p e o p l e h a v e d o n e f r o m t i m e I m m e m o r i a l , S o m e a l s o b e c a m e
habltuees of pool rooms that some enterprising countrymen opened.
This was their home unti l some wU^Ly wench of their own national i ty
w r e n c h e d t h e m a w a y t o t h e d o m e s t i c t r a n q u i l i t y o f m a r i t a l b l i s s
f r o m w h i c h t h e y o c c a s i o n a l l y e s c a p e d m o m e n t a r i l y — b a c k h o m e t o t h e
pool rooms, o f b o u r s e , ^ s ^ T h d u l g e d ! I n b y n e a r l y a l l ~ t h e ^

r ^ma lepopu taoe , no t on l y In Maynard bu t e l se where . A l l soc ie t i es
/had their pool tables vrtien room allowed and when they became affluent
/enough. Pool matches were played by the better players and friendly

g a m e s w e r e p l a y e d b y o t h e r s ; I t w a s I n d e e d , a n I n d o o r s p o r t w h e r e b y
many happy hours were wiled away. Thru the years, pool rooms were
l o c a t e d I n v a r i o u s p a r t s o f t h e t o w n . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e G u t t e r l d g e
H i s t o r y , t h e fi r s t p o o l t a b l e w a s l o c a t e d I n t h e b a s e m e n t o f U n i o n
H a l l , b u i l t I n 1 8 5 7 * L a t e r c a m e t h e c o m b i n a t i o n b a r b e r s h o p a n d
p o o l r o o m . W m , C a s e y w a s t h e p r o p r i e t o r o f s u c h a p l a c e I n t h e o l d
R i v e r s i d e C o - o p b u i d l i n g , a l s o M i c h a e l C r o w l e y w h o o w n e d a s i m i l a r
establishment in the up«stalrs of Darlings bloc^: tpresnetf^slte- of r//«-
Eag les Bu i l d ing ) ; Yea rs l a te r, George 0 *Br len had apoo l room a t
the Paper Mi l l Comer, la ter taken over by Joseph A l len ; oppos i te
Main Street on Elver was another; on the site of Music Hall was
s t i l l a n o t h e r ; o n R i v e r S t r e e t a P o l i s h m a n a g e r h e l d f o r t h , w h i l e
a t t h e c o m e r o f r i v e r a n d W a l n u t , a F i n n i s h m a n a g e r w a s I n c h a r g e ;

s , s p i t t o o n s .
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The Lynch pool and bowling alley catered to the pool sharks.—Crossing
the Assabet River on Main Street was acombination barber shop and
pool roomj^ nrtniV'olaried ongoodT^autHbrlty" tM dnring tMpr-ymrr^

^’!'''"'orlio/IIs^enfee the pool rooms were veritable oases to the thirsty
ones and also-after Prohibition came, It was common knowledge that
athirst could be quenched with no particular difficulty. Jakey
w a s a c o m m o n d r i n k p e d d l e d a t t h e s e p l a c e s . T h i s w a s a J a m a i c a
Ginger root concoct ion mixed wi th some sof t dr lmk. Old t imers
who had their thirst appeased claim even now this mixture made an
exce l lent dr ink . Somet imes unscrupu lous owners used c lear she l lac
causing para lys is of the legs, known as Jakey Legs. Pol ice cracked
down every so often bjit the history of Prohibition would indicate
that the sitixatlon could not be controlled. This could be considered
a c i v i l d i s o b e d i e n c e m o v e m e n t t h a t fi n a l l y s w e p t P r o h i b i t i o n I n t o
the dustbin of historyThe Clv3J,_Rlghts movement of today Is ^

situation. <^^oIrooms^jiews^~5~~gparae, but
!!"^tes ¥omentlon^-^me 11, 19.09, Mike Tamloff, Proprietor of the

Walnut St. Pool Room is slckr*hay 8, 1914, Apool strike Is on in M'
Maynard. About 100 Pool players have gone on strike on accoxuit
o f the ra i se in the p r i ce o f poo l . ' The p r i ce I s now five cen ts
p e r c u e . I t w a s f o r m a l l y t w o c u e s f o r fi v e c e n t s ,
requested to rever t too ld p r ices ; May 15 , the poo l s t r i kers have
won out, three owners have conceded to the strikers.-* '^Nov. 3, Hanks
Kll lenen has been appointed manager of the Riverside pool room on

^_Itoln^t. which opened for the Winter season on Monday.’/All Items
yrromthe^Myhard N^s. Conclustoir; —
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O w n e r s w i l l b e

Now a t t he s ta r t I t o ld you Iwou ld have a few remarks and add i t i ons
t o m a k e r e l a t i v e t o B i r g e r ' s w x c e l l e n t e f f o r t ,
m a k e a n a p o l o g y t o B i r g e r.

F i r s t , I w a n t t o
H e a r r i v e d a t m y h o u s e Tu e s d a y a f t e r n o o n

at almost the exact moment that the Gemini heroes were scheduled
t o s p l a s h I n t h e A t l a n t i c . I t r i e d t o g i b e h i m m y u n d i v i d e d
a t t en t i on , bu t I t was Jus t Imposs ib l e w i t h such an h i s t o r i ca l
e v e n t t a k i n g p l a c e . I n r e - r e a d i n g B i r g e r ' s d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e
pool rooms, the details seemed rather sordid; It is true that there
were two places, run by foreigners that answered that dlsorlptlon

however, therewere other pool rooms, managed by the Sheridan
Brothers, the Duggan Brothers, George Lynch, Edward MaManus, John
Connors and others. They were all reputable citizens and they
would not tolerate one drpp of liquor on their premises smd please
be chari table to those that played the game. There was not much
choice of entertainment In those days, and most of the young men
p r e f e r s r e d p o o l t o t h e b a r r o o m . N a t u r a l l y s o m e v e r y g o o d p l a y e r s
developed In those days, among some of the better players were my
dear friend Spec White, Jimmie Claflln, deputy police chief of Boston
Tony Hilferty, Curly Downey, Phil Bowers, Kid Whalen, Doc Currier,
and others. Thft history of pool Is strange and remarkable. The game
originated In Egypt, thence It traveled to China, and finally landed
on the continent, and became very popular with royalty. The game
Is centuries old, probably the oldest. After arather shady period
yes, we must admit that pool rooms In the larger c i t ies did house
many criminals eind riff-raff, tody Its not bowling alleys, Instead
bowling lanes. Pool rooms are now Emporiums.
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In the not too distant past, boys under eighteen years of age were
not permitted to enter apool room or bowling ally. Today children
of all ages from nine to eighteen have their own leagues and contests.1*001 emporiums are springing up 4>hei»- thru-out the country and
childwn are taught by experts how to play these two most scientific
games. Billiards and pool have iat long last come Into their own.
J e s u i d fi n i s , w h i c h m e a n s I h a v e fi n i s h e d .

B y B i r g e r K o s k l a n d J i m F a r r e l l
March 1965
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