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B I C Y C I S C L U B S

I f I l i a d t h e c l e a r t e n o r v o i c e o f a J i m P h r r e l l I w o u l d o p e n u p t h i s p a p e r b ;

first of all singing "Daisy, Daisy, give me your answer do"- For the final 'phra^
goes as follows -"for you*ll look sweet on the rumble seat of abicycle built/for two".

T h a t s o r t o f a n i n t r o d u c t i o n w o To l d p u t u s i n t h e r i g h t m o o d f o r u n d e r s t a n d : g a n d

feeling the l890*s and the 1900’s -but being sadly deficient in an Irish Tenor voice

Iw i l l have to fo rego tha t and you w i l l be more p leased , Iam sure .

I w i l l n o t g o i n t o t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e b i c y c l e e x c e p t t o p o i n t

o u t t h a t i t d e v e l o p e d a s a m e a n s o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . T h e L i n c o l n L i b r a r y o f E s s e n t i a l

Information gives the date of the invention of the bicycle as l840 -Inventor,, MacMillan -

The modem type in l88if -James Starley -England.S c o t l a n d .

So in this country by the l890*s all sorts of variations existed -single wheel.

W i t h t h i s I n e x p e n s i v e m o d e o f t r a v e l a t h a n d c o m p a r e dd o u b l e w h e e l , t w o s e a t e r s , e t c .

to horse-drawn veh ic les , peop le o f a l l c lasses were ab le to buy b icyc les fo r t rave l

I t w a s o n l y a m a t t e r o f t i m e t h a t c l u b s w e r et o a n d f o r t h f r o m w o r k a n d f o r e n j o y m e n t .

organized, as wi th everyth ing e lse new, down tharou^ the corr idors of t ime.

T h e fi r s t M a y n a r d c l u b s w e c o m e a c r o s s i n o u r r e a d i n g o f t h e o l d n e w s p a p e r s a r e

the Roli-Boli Club organized in l895 and the A.T. Cycle Club (Associated Templars).

Here are afew excerpts from the Maynard Ne^s:

Sept. 22, 1899 (News) (6) Anunber of members of the A.T. &Roli-Boli Cycle

Clubs en joyed a run to S te r l i ng on Sunday. A la rge number o f I ^ynard r ide rs a re

planning to attend the Union Run of the Hudson Cycle Club two weeks hende. T h e

fo l l ow ing pa r t i c i pa ted i n the run to S te r l i ng ; V fe l te r P r ies t , F red B inns , George

Lawton, Lyman Priest,John Denniston, Fred Hayward, Wil l iam Parkinson, Samuel Harding

a n d B o b D e n n i s t o n .

Oct. 27 -1899 (2)

on the run to F ram ingham on Sunday.

June 7-1901 (2) A.T. Cycle Club wheeled to Washacum, Framingham, Simday.

June 21, 1901 (2) Alarge delegation of local cyclists attended the bicycle

A b o u t 2 0 m e m b e r s a n d f r i e n d s o f t h e R o l i - B o l i C l u b w e n t

races at Charles River Ehrk, Monday.
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June 21, 1901 (6) The Associated Templars cycle club has hired astreet piano

fo r t he n i gh t be fo re t he f ou r t h . They w i l l g i ve a "mus i ca l e " i n t he c l ub r ooms f r om

10 to 12, a f ter which they wi l l meander about town unt i l 3A.M. , p iano, dagoes and a l l .

A s u p p e r V Ti l l b e a f e a t u r e o f t h e n i g h t .

Jan, 3^ 1902 (1) The Roli-Boli Cycle Club observed its Sixth Anniversary on

Saturday night at the residence of George Stokes, Stow Center. The party went by

An hour was spent at whist playing after whichthe 7*15 car from Post Officd Square.

Ajol ly good t ime ^Tas then in order and thoset h e c o m p a n y s a t d o w n t o a c l a m b a k e .

Songs were given by Andrew I^lmer, Thomas Wright, Georgep r e s e n t m a d e t h e m o s t o f i t .

Stokes, George Miller, i 'rahk Hayv;ard and remarks by Fred Ifeyward, John Carter and

R o b e r t D e n n i s t o n .

T h e d a t e i n t h e n e w s p a p e r i s m i s s i n g - b u t a t r i pl o n g e r t r i p s w e r e m a d e a l s o .

T h e r o a d s a t t h a t p e r i o d w e r eto Providence, R.I. on one occasion \ i8.s undertaken.

mostly dirt so it must have been adusty troup that came home on these Sunday jaunts.

T h e r e f e r e n c e t o C h a r l e s R i v e r B a r k B i c y c l e r a c e s i n d i a a t e s t h a t t h e r e w e r e m a n y

c l u b s i n e x i s t e n c e t o w a r r a n t h a v i n g r a c e s a n d b e i n g s p o r t i n g e v e n t s a l i t t l e w a g e r i n g

o n t h e s i d e m u s t h a v e b e e n i n o r d e r .

T h e n a m e R o l i - B o l i m u s t h a v e i n d i c a t e d s o m e t h i n g - p o s s i b l y w i t h a l i t t l e m o r e

r e s e a r c h t h r o u g h d e s c e n d a n t s o f m e m b e r s o f t h i s c l u b w e c a n a s c e r t a i n v h & t i t d i d

I f so, we wi l l add in addendum to this paper.s t a n d f o r .

We do not know how many years these two clubs existed, plus possibly some others

t h a t t h e r e i s n o r e c o r d o f - b u t w i t h t h e a d v e n t o f t i m e a n d c h a n g i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e s

they passed into obl iv ion, except for the record for poster i ty that we now make here.
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