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The younger generation of the Finnish speaking folks of the Parker Street Hall

i n t e r e s t e d i n c o n t i n u i n g t h e c u l t u r a l i n t e r e s t s o f t h e F i n n i s h p e o p l e t h e r e f o r e ,w e r e

I t w a sthey held an informal meeting to discuss the possibility of forming aclub,

decided to formulate this club and the first regular meeting ms held on l^ferch l8th,

1945 with the following 20 present: Tyyne Glad, Aune Ojalehto, Aili &Ray Niemi, Ralph

Weckstrom, Rachel Ojanen, Cora 8: Carl Niskanen, Lillian Pajunen, Huldah &Eino Nelson,

Kay Kangae, Albert Goodrich, Roy Helander, Ranny &Walter Nelson, Hilda Aromaa, Helen

Mark Ketola^ Helen &Lauri Klemola and the first set of by-laws were accepted at the

April, 1945 meeting.

Officers e lec ted were: Pres ident , Laur i K lemola ; Vice-Pres ident , Ra lph Vfeckst rom;

Treasurer, Albert Goodrich; Recording-Secretary, Helen Mark Ketola; Membership-Secretary,

R a c h e l O j a n e n .

With many suggestions for aname it was decided to temporarily call it ALL AMERICAN

CLUB and after lengthy discussion and consideration about changing the name it ms voted

at the March I7, 194? meeting to retain the club's name as ALL AMERICAN CLUB.

The purpose of the club was for the betterment of social life and welfare with

F o r y e a r ss t ress on educat iona l work , soc ia l work , phys ica l cu l tu re and dramat ics .

t h e A L L A t - E R I G A N C L U B l o a s b e e n i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e c u l t u r a l w i t h a fi n e c h o r u s a n d a

Lu r i ng the fi rs t 15 yea rs o f i t s ex i s tence the c lub hadt a l e n t e d d r a m a t i c g r o u p .

presented I7 long plays, 8of which were musicals or plays with music, 2of which

were CARMEN and BLOSSOM TBE in Finnish; 15 one-act plays, 6of these musicals. T h e

club profited by presenting the plays in Finnish as they liad amuch larger attendance

H i l d a A r o m a awi th the audience t rave l ing long d is tances to see the per formances.

directed most of the plays with Roy Helander also having directed, acted and accom¬

panied many productions. Tyyne Glad was the full time accompanist. Leading parts

for these productions were successfully taken by Stella Linna, Ventla Saari, Huldah

Nelson, Elma Kansanniva, Helen Mark Ketola, Ellen Baapala Hangas, Roy Helander, Ruben

Aromaa, William Wehkoja, Charles Kallio, George Ojalehto and Waino Ojalehto with
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support ing ro les at d i fferent t imes ty many other merahers. Costuming was ably handled

by Julia Wehkoja and Jlllda Aromaa.

Meetings are held at the Parker Street I-Iall the first Saturday of each month with

the Annual Meeting in ^^arch. After the Annual Meeting committees are selected for

each month of the year and they in turn are responsible for planning the

ac t i v i t i es and en te r ta inmen t p lus the re f reshmen ts fo r t he i r mon th .

a f t e r - m e e t i n g

Meni)ers are very

cooperative and willing to work not only for the month they are assigned but for any

projects designated at the meetings. Attendance at meetings are excellent with at

leatt two-thirds of the membership present at meetings.

Skits for after-meeting acti-tities have been prepared by Sirkka French and Helen

I-lark Ketola which have high-lighted many meetings and get-togethers.

the clubs* "poet-laureate", prepared amost hilarious membership report
for the 1967 Annual Meeting.

The first affair of the club was aDance on April I8, 194-5 which was successfia

socially if not financially. ABanquet Supper was prepared by Tyyne Glad for the

Sirkka French,
t f _ *

i n p r o s e

First Annual Meeting with music furnished for dancing by John Lubin, Accordlan; Carl

Niskanen, Guitar; Reino Linna, Drums. Since that t ime music for our annual and

monthly meetings has been furnished by Henry Salmela, Accordian and Reino Linna, Drums.

AGirl's Chorus at the hall was imder the leadership of lauri Kbski and later

Oscar Tofferl but on August 22, 194-6 it was reorganized under the direction of Hilda

Aromaa as part of the All American Club activity.

Chonis around October, 1946 and some time during I949 Roy Helander became the director
o f t h e c h o r u s .

T h e m e n ' s v o i c e s w e r e a d d e d t o t h e

The chorus performed at many local and neighboring town affairs with

g r e a t a c c l a i m .

The first club Bazaar was held in November, 1946 and for many years varied and

successful Fairs and Bazaars have been held with di fferent themes and moti fs with the

members gett ing dressed to portray the theme.

Rhythm classes for youngsters under the instruction of Evelyn Walsh and Janet

Klemola were held before meetings in the Fall of l'^^6 but were finally discontinued



(PAGE 3of 4)
A L L A I v I E R I C A I ^ C L U B

Square dances were held during thed u e t o l a c k o f a t t e n d a n c e b y m e m b e r s c h i l d r e n .

194-7 season. Bowl ing matches have been held wi th th< Fi tchburg Club host ing 3annual ly

and Maynard 3with dancing and entertainment provided by the host c lubs. I h m i l y o u t i n g s

with Fitchburg and Quincy Clubs have been held annually at Saima Bark in Fitchburg. Also

successful family outings during the summer months for years were held at the lake Boone

homes of Val and George Ojalehto as well as Eanny and Walter Nelson.

The Al l American Club was instrumental in observing the 50th Anniversary of the

Finnish Workingmen's Association of Ib.rker Street Hall in I“iay, 1954 by presenting a

Then in Septonber, 1964- the 6Qth AnniversaryFinn ish P lay, APop Concer t and aDance.

was celebrated at aFall Festival which was held at the Maynard Rod &Gun Club and the

members were act ively engaged in working at the canteen, performing , in the program,etc.

The All American Club has donated large sums of money to the Emerson Hospital

Bu i ld ing Fund bes ides making annual cont r ibut ions to the Hospi ta l , T h e C l u b h a s a l s o

been instrumental financially boosting W.Q.B.n. Cliannel 2plus many national, local

fund dr ives, scholarships and other worthwhi le dr ives too numerous to ment ion.

P a s t P r e s i d e n t s i n o r d e r o f t h e i r t e r m w i t h 1 s t P r e s i d e n t l a u r i K L e m o l a i n c l u d e :

Ray Niemi (deceased), William Wehkoja, Roy Helander (who was also the club's 12th

President), George Glad, Aliti Jaakkola, Lauri Manning, Harold Ruble, Ruben Aroraaa,

Albert Saari, Val Ojalehto, Jim Regan, Elma Kansanniva, Everett Saarl (Deceased),

Phi l ip Murphy, Henry Salmela, Helen Mark Keto la, A l r ic French, V/ i l l iam F. Schipper,

Ame Aho, Vera Leithead, Tauno Torppa and Eino Nelson.

Present Officers for the 1969-1970 season are: President, Eino Raikunen; Vice-

President, Harold Hicks; Treasurer, Huldah Nelson; Recording-Secretary, Frances Schipper;

Membership-Secretary, Sir l tka French; Extra members of the Board: Vlaino Ojalehto and

Eino Nelson; Reporter, Helen Mark Keto la; Histor ian, Ty jme Glad.

The Char ter members s t i l l ac t ive inc lude: Tyyne Glad, Helen &Laur i K lemola,

Sirkka French, Helen Mark Ketola, Impi Kangas, Huldah &Eino Nelson; Ranny &Walter

Ne lson , Aune O ja leh to , A lber t Saar i , Imp i R ive rs .

The membership is l imi ted to around 100 but is no longer restr icted to persons
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o f F i n n i s h d e s c e n t b u t i s o p e n t o p e r s o n s i n t e r e s t e d i n c o n t i n u i n g t h e c u l t u r a l a s p e c t s

f o r w h i c h t h e c l u b ^ / a s o r i g i n a l l y f o r m e d .

During October the All American Club celebrated its Swenty-fifth Anniversary (25th)

Year by honor ing i t s Pas t P res iden ts and i t was the h igh l i gh t o f t he c lub*s ac t i v i t i es .

A c a t e r e d d i n n e r w a s s e r v e d b y C h a r l e s Tu r n e r C a t e r e r s o f R b r e e s t e r a n d d a n c i n g w a s

en joyed to mus ic by the Bobby ZQuar te t o f Worces te r, Th is was an igh t tha t w i l l l ong

b e r e m e m b e r e d b y a l l p r e s e n t .

Submitted by:

HP:LEN mark KETOLA (Mts. Eino)
P a s t P r e s i d e n t - A L L A M E R I C A U C L U B

Read at the November 1^, 19^9 Meeting
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