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F innish- i jnmigrants began to set t le in Maynard in 1885, which was aprosperous mi l l
t o w n o n t h e A s s a b e t R i v e r a b o u t 2 2 m i l e s w e s t b y n o r t h o f B o s t o n . I t w a s h e r e t h a t

the early settlers earned their livelihood and established their Lutheran Church.

I t is known that some Finn ish immigrants l ived in Maynard pr ior to th is date, but

they only stayed for ashort t ime and thnn moved on.

In August 1894, aBib le salesman by the name of John Lai t inen arr ived in thei r midst .

He Inspired them with his talks and suggested having an outdoor worship service for

a l l the F inn ish people in Maynard. The peop le were en thused and began mak ing

p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r a g r e a t f e s t i v a l . T h i s w a s h e l d t h e f o l l o w i n g w e e k b y t h e s h o r e

This grove used to be across f rom St. Br idget 'so f M i l l P o n d i n t h e p i n e g r o v e .

I t i s b e l i e v e d t h e s p e a k e r o f t h e d a y w a s M r . J p h n L a i t i n e n . A t t h i sC h u r c h .

f e s t i v a l a m e e t i n g w a s h e l d a n d t h e F i n n i s h E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e n a n C h u r c h o f M a y n a r d

T h e w o m e n h a d m a d e b e a u t i f u l b a s k e t s w h i c h w e r e s o l d a n d t h e p r o -w a s o r g a n i z e d .

c e e d s w e r e t u r n e d o v e r t o t h e n e w l y o r g a n i z e d c h u r c h a n d w e r e t h e fi r s t m o n i e s

d e p o s i t e d i n i t s t r e a s u r y . T h e m i n u t e s o f t h i s fi r s t m e e t i n g h a v e b e e n l o s t s o

i m p o r t a n t f a c t s , s u c h a s t h e e x a c t d a t e o f t h i s m e e t i n g , h o w m a n y j o i n e d t h e n e w

c h u r c h , o r w h o w e r e e l e c t e d a s i t s o f fi c e r s a r e n o t k n o w n .

F o r t h e i r fi r s t p a s t o r a c a l l w a s s e n t o u t t o R e v . J o h n N i s s i l a o f t h e F i t c h b u r g

c o n g r e g a t i o n t o h o l d a m i d - w e e k w o r s h i p s e r v i c e i n M a y n a r d o n c e a m o n t h . I f t h e r e

w e r e fi v e S u n d a y s i n t h e m o n t h h e h e l d s e r v i c e s a l s o o n t h e fi f t h S u n d a y.

serv ices were held in the chapel o f the congregat ional church. R e v . J o h n N i s s i l a

P a s t o r V i l j o H e i m a n o f W o r c e s t e r s e r v e d t h es e r v e d t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n u n t i l 1 8 9 5 .

congregat ion temporar i l y in 1933, ass is ted a t o ther t imes o f congregat iona l need,

and conducted Finnish Worship Serv ices twice amonth, dropping to once amonth unt i l

the move to the new church building, when the use of the Finnish language was com¬

p l e t e l y d i s c o n t i n u e d , a n d h i s s e r v i c e s n o l o n g e r n e e d e d .

The congregat ion was incorporated as the Finnish Evangel ical Lutheran Church of

M a y n a r d , M a s s . , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e l a w s o f M a s s a c h u s e t t s , i n 1 9 0 2 . T h e n a m e s o n t h e

Charter were: Wil l iam Luomala, Peter Pekkala, Matt i Koski, ERick Johnson, Hugo

K a j a n d e r , H e i k k i A a k k o , J o s e f K a j a n d e r , V i c t o r A n d e r s o n , H e i k k i H u i k a r i , H e i k k i

Paakk i , and Ant t i Seppala . The lots which the church and pars^«tg.e, were built on
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purchased in February 1902 for $750.00.w e e c T h e b u i l d i n g o f t h e c h u r c h w a s b e g u n i n

J a c o b O b e r g a n d M a t t i J o k i n e n m a d e a c o n t r a c t w i t h M r . W h i t n e y , a c o n -A p r i l 1 9 0 7 .

t rac to r, t o d ig ace l l a r and l ay the founda t i on fo r t he sum o f $250 .00 .

T h e p l a n s f o r t h e c h u r c h w e r e d r a w n b y M r . J o h a n P e l t o k o r p i o f L a n e s v i l l e . A f t e r a f e w

m i n o r c h a n g e s , t h e y w e r e a c c e p t e d a n d h e w a s s e l e c t e d a s t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n f o r e m a n . T h e

c o n g r e g a t i o n g a v e t h e e n t i r e c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j e c t i n t o t h e h a n d s o f t h e T r u s t e e s . M r .

V i c t o r L u o s a l o w a s s e l e c t e d t o a c t a s a n o v e r s e e r i n b e h a l f o f t h e c o n ¬

g r e g a t i o n . Pastor Antti Kononen who was the pastar at the t ime did the bookkeeping.

The work on the church began in June 1907 and was completed in November of the same

All the work was done by Finnish dajrylaborers. T h e t o fi a l c o s t o f b u i l d i n g w a sy e a r .

$ 8 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 . The dedication of the church took place June 6, 1908.

The congregation joined the Suomi Synod in Apri l 1909. P a s t o r M . I . K u u s i o f t h e

Worcester congregat ion was then serv ing the congregat ion temporar i l y. The congregat ion

joined the Eastern Conference of the Suomi Synod in 1910. T h e M a y n a r d , A l l s t o n ,

Br ighton and Quincy congregat ions jo ined togethe to form apastorate in 1913. T h e i r

fi r s t p a s t o r w a s A l p o S e t a l a .

The Sunday School was first organized in January 1906. T h e fi r s t t e a c h e r s w e r e W i l l i a m

Luomala, El ias Worl in, Mar la Har ju la, L i isa Tikka, and Mrs, Wuorenmaa. T h e C h r i s t i a n

Young Peoples Society was first organized in 1913 and now functions as the Luther League.

The Ladies Aid funct ioned for 60 years. In 1945 the younger women of the church organ¬

i z e d t h e B e t h a n y S i s t e r s G u i l d . Following the merger of the Lutheran Church of America^

t h e w o m e n o e - i r g a n i z e d t o f o r m t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h Wo m e n .

The Mens Handicraft Society was act ive for twenty years from 1913 -1933. T h e m e n

then banded together under the banner of the Lutheran Brotherhood of Maynard, Mass.

Then they were known as the Lu the ran Church Men .

The choir was organized in 1913, and has been active ever since.

Aparsonage was bu i l t i n 1929 a t a to ta l cos t o f $6 ,225 .00 , wh i le Dr. Ta i to A . Kan tonen

w a s s e r v i n g a s p a s t o r . However, the first pastor to occupy the parsonage was Pastor

a n d M r s . A r v o N i s k a n e n , w h o a r r i v e d i n 1 9 4 3 . T h e c o n g r e g a t i o n h e l d O p e n H o u s e a t t h e

parsonage on November 7, 1943. On the same day the first ministerial act was performed
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Charles Williams Jr. son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Williams of South

The parsonage was furnished by the congregation and Individual

i n t h e h o u s e

Chelmsford was baptized.

m e m b e r s .

The congregation has always taken an active part and supported all church-wide campaigns

St John Evangelical Lutheran Church is now 77 years old and has passeda n d e n d e a v o r s .

through her share of the typical experiences of growth, from an immigrant church to a
During this growth she has made the transition in service from the

The church has also progressed from being served by

In 1962, in the same sp i r i t

c o m m u n i t y c h u r c h .

F i n n i s h t o t h e E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e ,

i t i n e r a n t m i n i s t r y, t o t h e c a l l i n g o f h e r o w n p a s t o r,

of progress, St. John eagerly waited for the consummation of the merger of the Lutheran
Church in America in order that she might be more fully united with her sister churches

in New England and in the work of ministering to the American community.

St. John is happy to have been selected as one of the churches involved in the pilot

project for leadership training in the Long Range Program for Parish Education in the
St. John organized aself study committee which initiated action toward

the relocation of the church to better serve the growing community constituting her

a n

n e w c h u r c h .

p a r i s h .
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St. John is exceedingly grateful

p r a y e r i s f o r H i s c o n t i n u e d

to God for b lessing

nearness and belssing in years ahead,

continuing to serve as ahouse of worship as the Church
of the Nazarene purchased the building, and currently has an Wim active
gation working for the glory of God.-

so richly in the past andu s
o u r

The old church building is H

c o n g r e -
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