
THE ATTEI'-iFT TO CIIMJGl:: THE NAIE OF MATrl/a'lD

An o ld say ing "Money i s the roo t o f a l l ev i l ; o f s t r i f e and up-

can be apt ly appl ied to the story of the at tempt to change

the name o f t he t o i / n o f I ' l a yna rd .

h e a v a l t i

T h i s e v e n t t o o k p l a c e e a r l y i n

the year 1902 when the American V.'oolen Compo,ny and agroup of Maynard

businessmen under the V/oolen Gompariy's influence, conceived the idea

o f r e - a s s u m i n g t h e o r i g i n a l n a m e o f t h e t o \ ; n - " A s s a b e t " . T h i s v ; a s

the name that was given to the small village that took shape within
the confines of the tov/ns of Stow and Sudbury around 1845, I t a d o p t ¬

ed the name "Assabet" f rom the r iver which flowed through i ts center

a n d w h i c h b o u n d b o t h t o w n s . T h e o r i g i i u a l u s e o f " A s s a b e t

to the Algonquin Indians who used it to describe "the place where
m a t e r i a l s f o r m a k i n g fi s h n e t s g r o w .

r e v e r t s

I t T h i s w a s t h e n a m e o f t h e v i l ¬

l a g e w h e n i V m o r y M a y n a r d fi r s t c a m e t o t o w n a n d i t w a s s t i l l b u t a

m e r e h a m l e t . There V7ere no streets and alarge uort ion of v;hat is

now the th ick ly se t t led par t o f the tovn v jas unset t led and heav i ly

wooded. But condi t ions began to change v; i th the founding of the mi l l

v. ’h ich was asuccess from the very beginning, j lew stores and residen¬

ces began to spring up and from time to t ime the town constantly

improved in every respect . When i t was incor ] ,ora ted in I871, the

town was app rop r i a te l y named f o r Amory Mayna rd t i i r ough whose bus iness

a c t i v i t y t h e t o w n w a s d e v e l o p e d .

Vigorous measures were at once adopte^: to p>ut the new town on

a fi r m f o o t i n g - s c h o o l s w e r e b u i l t , s t r c c . t s \ ; c r c L a i d o u t , l l g h t l n ' ;

was installed and everything possible to t h e t o w n a w i d e r

a w a k e , v j c l l m a n a g e d a f f a i r . T h e t o v. n 1 T V r r , c r e d a n d i t s. . l U - i

i n h a b i t a n t s f o r m e d a n i n d u s t r i o u s I n i r . 9 9 ,ln l : cJ l i L i r t c : . - . . , ■un i t ^T ' .o ,

h o \ ; e v G r t h e A s s a b e t M a n u f a c t u r i n c o . - i p l e t e l y^o. . u ;5 5
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unexpectedly not only cr ippl ins the to 'w’ i i 'o great source o l revenue

but also blot ted out (>132,000 which the .T. i l l operat ives had deposi t -
I

ed wi th in the cohpany, there being no town bank at that t ine.

I t w a s a t t h i s t i n e t h a t t h e fi r s t v m i s p e r a g a i n s t t h e M a y n a r d

n a m e s o c l o s e l y a l l i e d v ; i t h t h a t o f t h e A s s a b e t 1 - l i l l s e f f e c t e d t h e

suggest ion that the town adopt anew name, but a leader \ /as lacking

a n d n o t h i n g d e fi n i t e w a s d o n e .

T h e f e e l i n g d i d n o t d i e however, and when the Amer ican V/oo lcn

Co. s tepped in to the p ic ture and asked for achange in the town*s

name for business reasons, the idea met I '^ith great favor from a

portion of the populace, v/nile sti l l another portion favored retain¬

i n g t h e o l d n a m e .

On February 4, 1902 apetit ion to change the name of the tovm

was presented to the committee on to\ms in the State Legislature.
H a l p h V / h i t e -

5

Among the petitioners vjere James B. Lord, Luke S. Brool

Thomas ITaylor, Julius Lce-Je and the American

. r C lI X . O ?

h e a d , D r . F. V. R i c h

Woolen Co., Wil l iam M. Wood, Treasurer. It became House Bil l Ho.

5

9 0 3 a n d r e a d s a s f o l l o w s :

"An Act to Cliange the Name of the Town of Maynard".

S e c t i o n 1 :
The Towmi of Maynard in the County of Hiddlese:c, shall tal:e

a b e t *t h e n a m e o f AS D

S e c t i o n 2 ;
T h i s a c t s h a l l n o t t a k e e f f e c t u n l e s s a c c e p t e d b y a m a j o r i t y

of the legal voters of said town, present and voting, tliereon, by

ballot, at aspecial meeting held upon notice given at least seven
a n d t h e p o l l s s h o . l l b e o p e n

a t n i n e o ’ c l o c k o f t h e f o r e n o o n a n d s h a l l n o t b e c l o s e d b e f o r e

d a y s b e f o r e t h e t i m e o f s a i d m e e t i n g ,

s a i d d a y, n o r r e m a i n o p e n l o n g e rf o u r o ’ c l o c k i n t h e a f t e r n o o n o f

t h a n s i : : o ’ c l o c k i n t h e a f t e r n o c n o f s a i d d a y .
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Sect ion 3

I t s h a l l b e t h e d u t y o f t h e s e l e c t i i i e n o f s a i d t o \ / n t o c e r t i f y a n d

soon jas nay be, the number of ballots in favor of acceptn-

a g a i n s t t h e a c c e p t a n c e

t o t h e s e c r e t a r y o f t h e c o u n o n i / e a l t h , a n d i f i t s h a l l

a p p e a r t h a t a n a i o r i t y o f s u c h b a l l o t s i s i n f a v o r o f t h e a c c e p t a n c e

o f th i s ac t , the sa id sec re ta ry sha l l i raned ia te ly i ssue a i : i d pub l i sh

h i s ce r t i fi ca te dec la r i ng t h i s ac t t o have been du l y accep ted .

S e c t i o n 4

r e t u r n 5

a n c e o f t h i s a c t a n d t h e n u m b e r o f b a l l o t s5

o f t h e s a i n e )

This meet ing shal l be held within 90 days of the pa a g e o f t l i i s

a c t .

In the summer o f 1967 apor t i on o f t he ' res iden ts o f I l ayna rd

w e r e s h o c k e d a n d s a d d e n e d b y t h e a c t i o n o f M a y n a r d I n d u s t r i e s i n

fi l l i n g i n a s e c t i o n o f h i s t o r i c M i l l P o n d v : h i c h i t c o n t r o l s . T h e r e5

a g a i n - m o n e y t a l k s and nothing vias done about it. The nevjspapers,

r e c e i v e d l e t t e r s , a n d e d i t o r i a l s w e r e w r i t t e n o n t h e s u b j e c t .

5

h o w e v e r j

Such was a l so t he case i n 1902 and Mayna rd rece i ved some con t rove r¬

s i a l p u b l i c i t y . H e r e a r e s o m e o f t h e p i r i n t e d r e a c t i o n s :

February 8, 1902F r o m t h e B o s t o n H e r a l d )

" M a y n a r d i n a S t e w I t

T h i s t o v n s e e m s l i a b l e w i t h i n t h e n e x t f e w m o n t h s i f n o t w e e k s)

t o a s s u m e t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f a h o u s e d i v i d e d a g a i n s t i t s e l f s o5

s t r o n g i s t h e f e e l i n g a n d p r o n o u n c e d t h e e x i s t i n g s e n t i m e n t r e g a r d i n g

t h e p r o p o s i t i o n t o h a v e t h e n a m e o f t h e p l a c e c h a n g e d b y a c t i o n o f

t h e s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e .

I t d o e s n o t a p p e a r t h a t t h e p r o m o t e r s o f t h e s c h e m e t o o k m u c h

p a i n s t o m a k e t h e i r p l a n s k n o w n t o t h e o l d e r r e s i d e n t s : c o n s e q u e n t l y

t h e r e h a s d e v e l o p e d i n c e r t a i n q u a r t e r s a f e e l i n g o f m i n g l e d s u r p r i s e

T h i s f e e l i n g i s i n n o \ ; a . y s o f t e n e d b y t h e I a i o \ / l e d g ea n d i n d i g n a t i o n .

t h a t t h e c o m m i t t e e o n t o v / n s i n t h e p r e s e n t s e s s i o n o f t h e G e n e r a l
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C o u r t w i l l b e c a l l e d o n t o c o n s i d e r a p e t i t i o n f r o m J a m e s B . L o r d

Luke G. Brooks, Ralph V/li itchead, Dr. F, U. Rich, Thomas Raylor

Ju l ius Lowe and the Amer ican Woo len Company, V /o M. Wood, t reasure r,

v : h i c h a s k s f o r l e g i s l a t i o n p r o v i d i n g f o r a c h a n g e i n t h e n a m e o f

t h e t o i 7 n o f M a y n a r d o

T h e n a m e u n d e r s t o o d t o b e d e s i r e d b y t h e s e p e t i t i o n e r s i s

A ' s s a b e t , w h i c h i s , b y t h e w a y, t h e o r i g i n a l n a m e o f t h e p l a c e , a l ¬

t h o u g h i t w a s m o r e c o m m o n l y l o s o i m a s A s s a b e t v i l l a g e i n t h o s e d a y s

w h i c h w e r e p r e v i o u s t o A p r i l 1 9 ? l o 7 1 . O n t h a t d a t e t h e c o m m u n i t y

began its corporate career as atp\in named in honor of Amory I-Iaynard,

a g e n t l e m a n w h o w a s , i n t h e s t r i c t e s t s e n s e o f t h e w o r d i t s f o u n d e r ,

s i n c e t o h i s i n fl u e n c e a n d w o r k t h e b u s y a n d g r o w i n g t o w n o f t o d a y

o w e s i t s e x i s t e n c e .

)

5

?

T h e b i l l a s p r o p o s e d p r o v i d e s t h a t t h e a c t d e s i r e d s h a l l n o t

t a k e e f f e c t u n l e s s a c c e p t e d b y a m a j o r i t y o f t h e l e g a l v o t e r s o f t h e

t o w n p r e s e n t a n d v o t e t h e r e o n b y a b a l l o t a t a s p e c i a l m e e t i n g ,

m e e t i n g a l s o s h a l l b e h e l d v d t h i n 9 0 d a y s f r o m t h e p a s s a g e o f t h e a c t .

I n c o n n e c t i o n v / i t h t h i s m o v e m e n t - a n d a s m e a n s o f f o r t i f y i n g t h e

p o s i t i o n t a l ^ e n b y t h e p e t i t i o n e r s f o r a c h a n g e

v / i l l p r o b a b l y b e p r o d u c e d , a s s u c h a n i n s t r u m e n t i s s a i d t o b e i n

c i r c u l a t i o n a m o n g t h e o p e r a t i v e s o f t h e A m e r i c a n V J o o l e n C o m p a n y a t

t h e p r e s e n t t i m e .

B u t t h e r e i s a n o t h e r s i d e t o t h i s q u e s t i o n , a s t o a l l o t h e r s o f

a p u b l i c n a t u r e , a n d t h a t i s f o u n d i n t h e p o s i t i o n t a k e n b y t h e r e ¬

v/ho are numerous. Amory Haynard d ied in march I89O and

T h i s

a m o n s t e r p e t i t i o n3

m o n s t r a n t s 3

t h e r e i s s t i l l e : : i s t a n t i n t h i s t o w n a m o s t p r o f o u n d f e e l i n g o f r e ¬

s p e c t f o r t h e m a n a n d h i s g r e a t w o r k i n r e a l l y c r e a . t i n g t h e t o w n .

T h i s s e n t i m e n t h a s n e v e r , u n l e s s p o s s i b l y o n t h e d a y o f I I ’ . k a y n a r d * s

f u n e r a l w h e n t h e w h o l e c o m m u n i t y A / a s i n m o u r n i n g , b e e n m a n i f e s t e d

T h e r e a r e p e o p l e h e r e w h o l o o k u p o n t h em o r e s t r o n g l y t h a n n o w .
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\ Jho l6 movemen t made in the d i rec t i on o f hav ing the townee na rae

c h a n g e d a s i l l a d v i s e d a n d e n t i r e l y u n c a l l e d f o r . A m o n g t h e b u s i n e
(
t

r a e n a n d t h e o l d e r r e s i d e n t s t h i s s e n t i m e n t e x i s t s m o s t g e n e r a l l y

a n d s o m e o f t h a t c l a s s a r e l o u d a n d e n t h u s i a s t i c i n t ' a e i r p r o t e s t s

a g a i n s t t h e p r o p o s e d c h a n g e . V h e n t h e h e a r i n g i s g i v e n a t t h e S t a t e

H o u s e i t s e e m s v e r y l i k e l y t h a t s t r o n g o p p o s i t i o n w i l l d e v e l o p .

L o y a l t y t o t h e n a m e o f M a y n a r d i n t h i s i n s t a n c e i s u n c i u c s t i o n e d , a n d

d a y b y d a y t h i s f e e l i n g i s b e c o m i n g s t r e n g t h e n e d .

C o m m u n i c a t i o n f r o m G . H . P e r s o n s ^ To m C l e r k , F e b r u a r y l M , 1 9 0 2

I f fi A T * S l i l A
" T h e r e i s m o r e f o r c e i n a n a m e t h a n m e n d r e o m i o f . " V / h e n t h i r t y -

5

o n e y e a r s a g o t h e c i t i z e n s o f t h i s t h e n n e w l y i n c o r p o r a t e d t o w n , e n ¬

t h u s i a s t i c a l l y a n d u n a n i m o u s l y v o t e d t h a t t h e n a m e t o b e e n g r a v e d

u p o n i t s s e a l a n d r e c o r d e d i n t h e a r c h i v e s o f t h e s t a t e a n d n a t i o n

s h o u l d b e i l AT H A P i D . T h e y i n t e n d e d a n d e x p e c t e d t h a t i t v i o u l d s t a n d

t o f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s a s a m e m o r i a l t o A m o r y l l a y n a r d , 1 s t , a m a n v : h o

b y h i s f a r r e a c h i n g f o r e t h o u g h t , n e v e r t i r i n g e n e r g y , u n c e a s i n g i n ¬

d u s t r y, c h a n g e d a n o b s c u r e h a m l e t o f a f e v ; s c a t t e r i n g f a r m h o u s e s t o

a t h r i v i n g a n d v / e l l l - m o w n m a n u f a c t u r i n g v i l l a g e n e s t l e d a m o n g t h e

h i l l s o n e i t h e r s i d e o f t h e A s s a b e t K i v e r . H e b u i l t b r o a d e r a n d

g r e a t e r t h a n h e c o n c e i v e d o f d o i n g a n d t h e b u s y g r o w i n g t o w n o f t o d a y

o w e s i t s v e r y e x i s t e n c e t o t h e i n fl u e n c e , t h e l a b o r a n d t h e p e r s e r v r r -

?

)

a n c e o f i t s f o u n d e r .

T h e o l v : . o r c i t i z e n s o f M a y n a r d c a n n o t e a s i l y f o r g e t t h e s e t h i n g s .

They r e i acmbe r t he man h imse l f and a l so h i s good w i f e . They canno t

e d a t h i s b i r t h d a y p c u ? t y i v e n F e b r u a r yf o r g e t t h e e n t h u s i a s m e x p r e

24, 1884 by acommittee of citizens to commemorate the attainment of

r rs s o

They remember the respec t shown h im on the dayh i s f o u r s c o r e y e a r s .

o f h i s bu r ia l when the who le town was d raped i n mo iu ' ‘ n ing . Hemembcr lng

a l l o f t h i s t h e y f a i l t o u n . ' x r s t o x d v / h y, a . t t h e r i s k o f d i s s e n s i o n?
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anionj j the ci t izens, \ ic should bo required to tear do\;n this nien:orial

by those \ fuo prcouraably unacquaintet i -with the facts, seek to profit

thereby. (Cho.r lGS II . Persons, haynard.)

February l4 , 1902 , Su ib . George i l i nc l i c l i f fe gave ou t the fo l lo \ / -

i n g l e t t e r T u e s d a y n i g h t f o r p u b l i c a t i o n i n t h e l o c a l p a p e r s . T h e

c o r , i i : i u n i c a t i o n e x p l a i n s i t s e l f .
B o s t o n , F e b r u a r y 1 1 1 9 0 29 5

G e o r g e E . K i n c h c l i f f e , E s q . , i \ g e n t .
Aaer ican i /oo len Company
A s s a b e t H i l l s , M a y n a r d , M a

M y D e a r S i r : - T h e d e s i r e f o r t h e c h a n g e o f t h e n a m e o f t h e t o v . n o f

M a y n a r d t o A s s a b e t i s i n t h e m a i n f o r c o n v e n i e n c e i n f a c i l i t a t i n g

o f t h e c o m p a n y. M e e x p e c t t o d o , a b u s i n e s s o f s e v e n a n d

a h a l f m i l l i o n d o l l a r s a n n u a l l y i n t h e A s s a b e t M i l l s . T h e a m o u n t o f

t h e b u s i n e

p a c k i n g i n c a s e s w i l l b e s o m e t h i n g t r e m e n d o u s a n d t h e s t e n c i l i n g o f

these goods and mark ing v /e vou ld l i ke to have made as conc i se as

p o s s i b l e a n d \ / o u l d l i k e t o d r o p t h e : - / * o r d

I t u o u l d s h o r t e n t h e a d d r e

a y n a r d ” .t l ' T

o f t h e s t e n c i l i n g t h a t m u c hO v J a s5

y o u v d l l r e a d i l y s e e t h a t g o o d s s h i p p e d t o a n d f r o m t h e " A m e r i c a n

Woolen Company, Assabet

a n d a t t h e s a m e t i m e s a v e m u c h s t e n c i l i n g .

" u o u l d c o n v e y t h e n a m e o f t h e m i l ll l a c * c *
k j !5

T h i s i n a b u s i n e s s o f o u r ■■ '! -■ ' g n i t u d e i s i m p o r t a n t . T h e s e c o n dL i

r e a s o n i s t h a t \ i 6 \ f o u l d l i k e a s f a r a s p o s s i b l e t o e s t a b l i s h f o r

t h e n e v 7 As s a b e t b u s i n e s s v l r i c h i s p u r e l y m e r M s ' u e a r , a d i s t i n c t l y?

f r e s h s t a r t f o r i t s e l f r a t h e r f n a n t o h ^ . v e i t c o n f u s e d \ ; i t h t h e

f o r m e r d r e s s g o o d s b u s i n e o f i : h c o l d b a . : f m r i u o t c o n c e r n .s s

T h e r e a r c o t h e r n u m e r o u s ; : i n o r r e a s o n s b u t t h e s e a r c i n o u r

o p i n i o n s u f fi c i e n t t o e n c o u r a g e u s t o h o p e t h a t t h e p e o p l e o f y o u r

t o \ j n ^ . ' i l l g r a n t u s t h e c h a n g e .
V c ' . ' y t r u l y y o u r s ,
! . . ' i l l l a ; i d . M o o d
i ' r c s u r e : ’ , A m e r i c a n M o o l c n C o .

j
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d i t o r o f t he I l ayno rd rd i t e rp r i se .A n o t h e r c o m ! ; U r j i c a t i o n t o t h e

s i g n e d s i m p l y " K i l l O p e r a t i v e

" T h e a g i t a t i o n \ ; h i c h i s g o i n g o n i n r e g a r d t o t h e c h a n g i n g o f

T ^

t t

o u r t o v. T i i s a t o p i c \ ; h i c h s h o u l d b e t h o r o u g h l y d i s c u

s t o o d b y t l i e v o t e r s t o i n s u r e a n i n t e l l i g e n t v o t e b e i n g c a s t s l i o u l d

t h e s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e d e c i d e t o g r a n t t h e r e q u e s t o f a h a n d f u l o f

p e t i t i o n e r s a n d p e r m i t t h e d i s a g r e e a b l e q u e s t i o n t o b e b r o u g h t b e f o r e

t h e t o v m v o t e r s . T h e h e a r i n g s w h i c h h a v e b e e n h e l d b e f o r e t h e l e g i s ¬

l a t i v e c o m m i t t e e h a v e b r o u g h t o u t f a c t s w h i c h n o o n e s e e m s t o d i s p u t e .

F i r s t a n d m o s t c o n s p i c u o u s i s t h e f a c t t h a t n o g o o d a n d s u f fi ¬

c i e n t r e a s o n f o r c h a n g i n g t h e n a m e h a s y e t b e e n a d v a n c e d b y t h e

p e t i t i o n e r s ,

■S e c o n d : I n g i v i n g t h e n a m e o f M a y n a r d t o t h e t o w n w h e n i t w a s

e d a i i d u n d e r -

fi r s t i n c o r p o r a t e d t h e c i t i z e n s a t t h a t t i m e c o n f e r r e d a m e r i t e d

e x p r e s s i o n o f r e s p e c t a n d e s t e e m o n t h e m a n w h o l a i d t h e f o i u i d a t i o n

o n w h i c h t h e t o w n h a s b e e n b u i l t .

T h i r d : T h e n a m e o f M a y n a r d i s a n a p p r o p r i a t e o n e f o r t h e t o w n

to bea r, Amony Maynard was an i ndus t r i ous sx id amb i t i ous nu in and

o r e t h a n a v e r a g e s h o . r e o f g o o d c l e a r g r i t a n d a b o v e a l le dp o s s e

he was acom i . i on ma i l o f t he peop le , democ ra t i c and unassum ing i n h i s

v i a y s , a n d i t w a s n o t o n l y fi t t i n g b u t a p p r o p r i a t e t h a t t h e n e v : l y

i n c o r p o r a t e d t o w n s h o u l d b e a r t h e n a m e o f i t s i l l u s t r i o u s f o u n d e r ,

h e b e i n g c l o s e l y i d e n t i fi e d w ’ i t h t h e p a r t l c u l a T i n d u s t r y w l i i c h g a v e

o o l U

t h e m a j o r i t y o f i t s i n h a b i t a n t s t h e i r ' l i v e l i h o o d . H e k e p t i n c l o s e

t o u c h w i t h h i s e m p l o y e e s a n d s y m p a t h i s e d a n d e n c o u r a g e d t h c : m i n t h e i r

e n d e a v o r t o p r o s p e r . I t h a s b e e n s a i d o f h i m t h a t h e b u i l t t h e m n o

l i b r a r i e s t h e y n e i t h e r w a n t e d n o r e x p e c t e d h i m t o : h e g a v e t h e m w i i a t3

they most desired, steady \;ork and wages that \/ould co;:;p,?ro favorabl'-

w i t h a n y o t h e r w o o l e n m i l l i n t h e c o u n t r y . I e n t e r e d t h e a n p l o y o f



ssabet Manufacturing Company v/hcn Amory Maynard \ias in his de¬

clining year sand although he vms then aged and feeble, he \;ould al-
w a n d e r i n g f r o m r o o m

t h e A

most' daily be seen in some part of the mil ls

to room, seeming to take

machinery and the industry of the workmen,

that our republic'ov;es its existence and prosperity, and the learned
gentleman "with no axe to grind", who at the hearing in Co-operative

?

special satisfaction in the noisy hum of the
I t i s t o s u c h a m a n a s h e 5

H a l l " t h a n k e d G o d t h a t h e o w e d t h e M a y n a r d s n o t h i n g " m a y b e m i s t a k e n .

In my opinion every struggling young Maynardite owes something to

the example of one who through his own grit and perseverance overcame

hardships asid poverty and reached the heights of fame and fortune

and s t i l l p reserved the respec t o f h i s fe l l owmen fo r h i s hones t i n¬

t e g r i t y . .

To t h o s e w h o a r e u s i n g t h e i r i n fl u e n c e a n d p o v / e r t o o b l i t e r a t e

the name o f Mayna rd and f o r ce upon us anew name fo r ou r be loved

B e f o r e y o u a s k u s t o d i s r e g a r d t h e s a c r e d m e m o r i e s o f

the past and forget the sentiments of by-gone days and withdraw the

w e l l - m e r i t e d g i f t b e s t o w e d o n o u r o l d f r i e n d

Ht o v m v ; e s a y

i v e u s a g o o dfi r s t r t
5

r e a s o n .
I IS i g n e d " M i l l O p e r a t i v e

T h e M a r l b o r o B n t e r p r i s e p r i n t e d t h e f o l l o w i n g e d i t o r i a l
F e b r u a r y 1 8 , 1 9 0 25

I f" A s O t h e r s S e e I t

A m o v e m e n t h a s b e e n s t a r t e d i n t h e To w n o f M a y n a r d t o c h a n g e

b e t \ i i i c h i s t h e t i t l e i t f o r m e r l y b o r e w h e n o n l y at h e n o . r . i c o f A o o .

v i l lage and apar t o f Sto\ / and Sudbury. Th is change to an outs ider

l o o k s l i k e a m o v e i n t h e w r o n g d i r e c t i o n . T h e t o v m h a s b u i l t u p a

s s m e n a n d b yr e r j u t a t i o n a n d a l i a m o v d i i c h i s o f v a l u e t o . i t s b u s i n e

a d v e r t i s e m e n t b u i l t u p b y t h et h e p r o p o s e d c h a n g e t h i s s t a n d i n

y e a r s o f t o i l v / i l l b e r e n d e r e d n u l l a n d v o i d . I t v a i l m a k e t r o u b l e

r f

a n d i n c o n v e n i e n c e i n 3 ^ ’ c a r s t o c o m e f o r b o t h s h i p p e r s a n d c o n s i g n e e s ,



and all for what seems to be avjhim on the part of some vjho are

I t i s n o s e c r e t t h a t t h e c h a n g e i scomparat ively new to the

desired primarily by the American VJoolen Company and that it is gener-
by those "who have been most act ive

T h e r e a s o n s K h i c h a r e g i v e n

i n h e a r t a t l e a s ta l l y o p p o s e d

i n m a k i n g t h e t o v m v h a t i t i s t o d a y.

5

O n e i s t h a t i t t i l l t a k ef o r t h i s c h a n g e s e e m s h a r d l y i n a d e q u a t e ,

l e s s i n k f o r t h e n a m e i n w r i t i n g a n d s t e n c i l i n g a n d a n o t h e r t h a t t h e

goods made in Maynard have not been up to the standjriDd of the new
firm which has charge of the mi l io hut the lat ter reason seems weak

w h e n i t i s r e m e m b e r e d t h a t t h e m i l l s h a v e a l w a y s b e e n k n o w n a s T h e

A s s a b e t M i l l s a n d t h e n a m e A s s a b e t i s s t i l l t o b e r e t a i n e d ,

course, the Maynard people have ar ight to do as they please v; i th

their own but to the man up atree i t looks as though the

o t h e r r e a s o n s " m i g h t c o v e r s o m e t h i n g w h i c h h a s a d e c i d e d b e a r i n g o n

O f

s u n d r y

the p roposed change o f name.

T h e m a t t e r i s t o b e h e a r d i n C o m m i t t e e a n d r e f e r r e d t o t h e l e g i s -

I t s e e m s t o b a d t h a t t h e! l e t u r e p r o b a b l y w i t h a r e f e r e n d u m c l a u s e ,

name o f Maynard shou ld be taken away f rom the p lace wh ich ov :es i t s

e x i s t e n c e t o t h o s e o f t h a t n a m e o

1 9 0 2 m a n y p r o m i n e n t c i t i z e n s a n d b u s i n e s s m e n o f

the to \%fn o f Maynard a t tended the : he , ' ; r ing a t the b ty te l .ousr, bos ton

r e l a t i n g t o t h e c h a n g i n g o f t h e n a m e o f t h e t o w n ,

c o n t i n u e d u n t i l Tu e s d a y, M a r c h l 8 t h o O n M a r c h 1 8 t h

a n d a f t e r a t v / o h o u r s * s e s s i o n i t w a s ' c o n t i n u e d f o r o n e v ; e e k , t h e

committee on towns deciding to pay avisit to Maynard.. On March 25th

t h e c o m m i t t e e w a s m e t a t C o n c o r d J u n c t i o n a n d c a r r i e d t o M a y n a r d o n

O n M a r c h 1 1 5

T h e h e a r i n g w a s

t h e h e a r i n g b e g . a n5

aspecial car of the Concord,I ' faynnrd and Hudson Street RailwayoThe

p o w e r p l a n t o f t h e s t r e e t r a i l \ . ’ a y c o m p a n y w a s i n s p e c t e d , a f t e r v / h i c h

t h e c o m m i t t e e w a s d r i v e n t o t h e n e v ; p o w e r j l a n t o f t . i e A m e r i c a n
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shown through the newly constructed mi l loVoo len Company, and a l so

The committee and special guests were dined at the Maynard HousCo

they a r r i ved a t R ive rs ide Co-opera t i ve Ha l l and

c a l l e d t h e m e e t i n g t o o r d e r a n d

A t 1 : 4 5 F . M .

i m m e d i a t e l y S e n a t o r D a y, C h a i r m a n

b r i e fl y s t a t e d t h e p u r p o s e o f t h e h e a r i n g . T h e h a l l w a s w e l l fi l l e d

?

5

w i th fo l lowers o f bo th pe t i t ioners and remonst ran ts . Among the o ld

s e t t l e r s o f t h e t o w n v / e r e n o t e d i n t h e g a t h e r i n g : A u g u s t u s I J e w t o n

Berna rd McCorm ick , John andAr temus VTh i tney, Edward F. Fe l t on , John

Doyle, John Col l ins, Charles Randal l , Charles Maynard, Edward Hender¬

son, Joseph Hird, Abel G. Haynes,' Asahel H. Haynes, David Henderson

Thomas Naylor, Julius Lowe, James B. Lord, Frank and Roland Harriman

Ui l l ia ra H. Gut ter idge, M. Howel l Garfie ld , Eugene Colber t , John Wal l

Amory Maynard, 2nd, A. D. Holt, Vli l l iam Carver, John Vose, Sumner

Rogers, James F. Sweeney. There were many ladies in the gallery.-

The pet i t ioners were represented by Michael J. Murray of Boston,

whi le Thomas Hi l l is of Maynard appeared for the remonstrants. Mr.

Hi l l is , when the hear ing was announced, stated there was present in

9

5

5

J

5

the ha l l one who took 'a great deal o f in terest in Massachuset ts towns

A s a s p e c i a l i n d u l g e n c e , M r . H i l l i sa n d a s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t i n M a y n a r d ,

asked that the witness be allowed to open the hearing as he had to

leave on an early train. Mr. Hillis then called upon Representative
B r o w ’ n o f B e d f o r d . He looked upon the changing of the to\Jn '

more in the nature o f ah is tor ian than otherwise. He compared the

F i t c h b u r g b e i n g n a m e d a f t e r J o h n

s n a m e

founding of F i tchburg wi th Maynard.

Fitch, who like Amory Maynard began the career of the place by the
Mr. Fitch, he said, had never made any

. T h e c i t y o f F i t c h b u r g h a s r e c e i v e d

e r e c t i o n o f a s m a l l m i l l ,

bequests or promised anythin

ifts from present residents, but nothing hasever been said
about changing its name. His tribute to Amory liaynard was "If it is
said he has bestov/ed no great legacy on the townn, Isay lock about

c r
o

m a n y
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you t th i s tovm, th i s en t i re en te rp r i se i s the work o f th i s one man

v h o s h o u l d b e a n d v / i l l b e h o n o r e d a s l o n g a s t h e t o v n e x i s t s , a n d I

h o p e a s l o n g a s t h e n a m e s o f C o n c o r d a n d L e x i n g t o n e x i s t t h i s l i t t l e

t o w n w i l l b e a r t h e n a m e o f M a y n a r d " , H e s a i d h e k n e \ r o f n o l o c a l

f e e l i n g i n t h e m a t t e r a n d i f h e d i d i t v ; o u l d n o t c h a n g e h i s a t t i t u d e .

H e d i d f a v o r t h e p r o p o s i t i o n o f a l l o w i n g t h e c i t i z e n s t o v o t e o n t h e

q u e s t i o n .

J u l i u s L o v ; e f o r t h e p e t i t i o n e r s s a i d h e h a d r e s i d e d i n M a y n a r d

f o r 2 9 y e a r s a n d w a s i n t h e w h o l e s a l e a n d r e t a i l l i q u o r b u s i n e s s f o r

2 1 y e a r s . H e s i g n e d t h e p e t i t i o n f o r a c h a n g e o f n a m e a n d i n t a l k i n g

w i t h o t h e r s h a d f o u n d a d e c i d e d s e n t i m e n t i n f a v o r o f t h e c h a n g e ^ .

H e s a i d h e h a d n o f e e l i n g a g a i n s t t h e M a y n a r d f a m i l y. H e h a d l o s t

money by the failure of the Assabet Manufacturing Company and at that

t i m e h a d h e a r d c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s c u s s i o n r e l a t i n g t o a c h a n g e o f n a m e ,

a n d s t a t e d h eA s a h e l H . P l a y n e s a p p e a r e d f o r t h e p e t i t i o n e r s

h a d b e e n i n t h e c l o t h i n g b u s i n e s s f o r 2 5 y e a r

a n d b e l i e v e d t h e s e n t i m e n t i n t h e t o w n v j a s a l s o t h a t v / a y .

5

H e f a v o r e d t h e c h a n g ea .

Ralph VJhitehead,' resident for I8 years
b e l i e v e d t h e s e n t i m e n t i n t o w n t o b e 3 t o 1 i n f a v o r o f t h e c h a n g e < >

He had purely private reasons for wanting the change. He had lost
money by the failure of the old company but refused to state the amount*

Sweeney was called upon and he said that the impression

prevailing that he was counsel for the American Uoolen Company was
e r r o n e o u s . A s a c i t i z e n o f t h e t o v ; n h e A - J i s h e d t o e x p r e s s h i s v i e w s

on the matter. He spoke of his early life in Maynard, of his father
been marr ied in the town, and sa id h is in terest in

t h e t o w n w a s s t i l l s u f fi c i e n t f o r h i m t o c l a i m i t a s h i s l e g a l r e s i -

h e h a d r e s i d e d i n B o s t o n . H e s a i d h e

f a v o r e d t h e c h a n g e © H e5

J a m e s F .

a n d m o t h e r h a v i n gC T

d e n c e a l t h o u g h f o r m a n y y e a r s

had no axe to grind or any private grievance to air. He had known
a n d k n e w h i m a s a n h o n e s t b u s i n e s s

Amory Maynard,/^nd_j_JMie only remaining branch of
Amory Maynard^

l ike l inn. . He aj so. knew
t h e l a m i i y l e f t i n

V.
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tov/n, and esteemed h im as h igh ly as he had the man whose name the

town bore; but nevertheless v;as strongly in favor of the change. He

s p o k e o f t h e i n fl u e n c e e x e r t e d o v e r t h e v o t e r s o f t h e t o v j n w h e n t h e

A s s a b e t m i l l s w e r e c o n t r o l l e d b y t h e M a y n a r d s , i n t i m a t i n g t h a t t h e

o p e r a t i v e s d a r e d n o t v o t e a g a i n s t t h e w i s h e s o f t h e m i l l o ^ m e r s f o r

f e a r t h a t t h e i r m e a n s o f l i v e l i h o o d v r o u l d b e c u t o f f . H e c h a r g e d t h e

M a y n a r d * s w i t h b e i n g o p p o s e d t o t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n o f t h e p u b l i c w a t e r

system and the bui lding of the present Hason Street schoolhouse;

and. when the town \/as incorporated in I87I5 the Maynard family and

t h e A s s a b e t C o m p a n y o w n e d n e a r l y a l l t h e t e n e m e n t s i n t o w n c T h e r e

w e r e n o s i d e w a l k s , s t r e e t l i g h t s , a n d b u t p o o r e d u c a t i o n a l a d v a n t a g e s .

H e s p o k e o f t h e l a c k o f a t o v ; n h a l l a n d s a i d t h a t f o r m a n y y e a r s

t h e y h a d b e e n o b l i g e d t o p a y a h i g h r e n t f o r t h e u s e o f R i v e r s i d e

H a l l , a b u i l d i n g o w n e d b y t h e M a y n a r d f a m i l y . F u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t f o r

ten years p rev ious to the downfa l l , the Assabet I l i l l s had been to t te r¬

ing, and that afev7 months previous to the fa i lure Lorenzo Maynard,

r e a l i z i n g t h a t t h e e n d w a s d r a w i n g n i g h s i g n e d o v e r p r o p e r t y t o t h e

amount of s?250,000 to .protect himself v;hen the crash came.Closing

v j i th an appea l to the commi t tee to a l low the c i t i zens the p r i v i l ege

o f e x e r c i s i n g t h e i r r i g h t t o v o t e o n t h e m a t t e r .

Thomas H i l l i s in open ing fo r the remonst ran ts to ld o f the

nd gave abr ie f h is tory o f Amory Maynard

o u n d -

i n g o f t h e o r i g i n a l m i l l

i t s f o u n d e r . H e c o n t r a s t e d t h e s i z e o f t h e p l a c e w h e n A m o r y M a y n a r d

c x

first entered Assabet Val ley with the size of the to\m V7hen Mr. Maynard

He said "when Mr. Maynard first came here there werer e t i r e d i n l 8 8 k .

only 12 houses in the place; when he retired from business 1200 hands
and the mi l l s had asurp lus o f ; ; i l ,000,000

\ ; h e n t h e t o w n w a s i n c o r p o r a t e d i t

a n d t h e l a t t e r i n y i c l a i n g t o t h e

w e r e e m p l o y e d a t t h e m i l l s

and paid 6^0 o i t s c a p i t a l s t o c k .

was g i ven the name o f i ' ayna rd ,
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u i s h e s o f t h e c i t i z e n s m a d e n o p r o m i s e s o f b e q u e s t s o r m e m o r i a l s i n

r e t u r n f o r t h e u s e o f b i s n a m e . B e c a u s e L o r e n z o M a y n a r d h a d f a i l e d

w a s n o r e a s o n w h y t h e n a m e s h o u l d b e c h a n g e d , l i r . K i l l i s s a i d p r i o r t o

1 8 9 8 n o o n e h a d e v e r t h o u g h t o f c h a n g i n g t h e n a m e o f t h e t o w n . "

M . H o w e l l G a r fi e l d , S u p t . o f t h e A m e r i c a n P o w d e r M i l l s , s t a t e d

he had l ived in i laynard 21 years ago. He believed the sentiment was

a g a i n s t t h e c h a n g e . A s a c i t i z e n a s w e l l a s a n o f fi c i a l o f t h e A m e r i ¬

can Powder Mi l l s he v ;as opposed to any change.

John V/ . Ogden,Supt. of the C.M.<S51 Street Rai l i ' /ay was opposed.

H e s i g n e d t h e o r i g i n a l p e t i t i o n b u t l a t e r a s k e d t o h a v e h i s n a m e r e ¬

m o v e d , g i v i n g a s h i s r e a s o n t h a t h e s i m p l y s i g n e d t h e p e t i t i o n t o

o b l i g e t h e p e r s o n c i r c u l a t i n g i t . P e r s o n a l l y , h e h a d n o f e e l i n g i n

the matter, but the company which he represented v/as opposed to any

c h a n g e .

5

F r a n k H . H a r r i m a n o f H a r r i r . i a n B r o t h e r s l a u n d r y t e s t i fi e d h e v ; a s

\- ias propr ietor of a laundry employing 65 hands, and

w h i c h d i d b u s i n e s s w i t h a b o u t 3 0 c i t i e s a n d t o w n s . H e v ; a s o p p o s e d t o

any change because any change v/ould cause great confusion in his

b u s i n e s s . H e a l s o s t a t e d h e h a d t a l k e d w i t h h i s f a t h e r o n l y t h e d a y

b e f o r e a n d h i s f a t h e r h a d n e v e r h e a r d A m o r y M a y n a r d p r o r n i s i n

anything to the to\'/n. He did not believe in letting the people vote

b o r n i n M a y n a r d ?

t o g i v eo

o n t h e q u G s t i o n o

a r e s i d e n t o f t h e t o w n f o r 2 6 y e a r s a n d a d r y

was opposed and could see no

C a s e ,

goods merchant for most of that t ime

M ’ i l l i a m ■ 0

?

r e a s o n f o r a c h a n g e .

pastor of the Congregational Church fifteen

called upon and paid high tribute to Araory Maynard

maid he did not proclaim deeds from the hi l l tops,

b u t v h o n e v e r t h e l e s s w e r e w e l l - l m o v / n t o h a v e p e r f o r m e d m a n y c h a r i t a b l e

R e v . H d v . d n S m i t h 5

v . ’ a sy e a r s a g o ,

a n d h i s w i f e , v j h o
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s e v e r a l o f v z h i c h v ; e r e c i t e d .a c t s 5

John Wh i tney and Ar temus ‘V /h i tney a lso vo icedA b e l G . H a y n e s ?

the i r sent iments against any change, as a lso d id Sidney B.Shat tuck

" l i e v j a s d e c i d e d l y a g a i n s t

" I t w a s a n I n d i a n n a m e a n d h e h a d

who sa id "Maynard was good enough fo r h im.

g o i n g b a c k t o t h e n a m e o f A s s a b e t .
fin o u s e f o r I n d i a n s ,

T h e r e m o n s t r a n t s w e r e a l l q u e s t i o n e d a s t o w h e n t h e y fi r s t h e a r d

a n d i f a n y s u c hof the p lan to effect achange in the town*s name

t a l k h a d b e e n h e a r d v / h e n t h e w a t e r w o r k s w e r e b e i n g a g i t a t e d o r w h e n

?

t h e I ' J a s o n S t r e e t s c h o o l b u i l d i n g w a s u n d e r d i s c u s s i o n .

At 4:30 P.M. the hearing vzas closed and was continued at the

State House on Friday, March 28, when the closing arguments were

heard. As in the or ig ina l prev ious sess ions Michael J . Murray of Boston

appeared for the petitioners, and Thomas Hillis of Maynard for the
remonstrants,, The session consumed two hours. Counsel Hi l l is speaking

about one hour and fif teen minutes, Mr. Murray taking up the remainder

Mr. H i l l i s aga in dwe l t so le l y on the fac t tha t the to \zno f t h e t i m e ,

was named for Amory Maynard and impressed upon the members of the

committee that any happenings at the Assabet Mills since the retire¬

ment of Amory Maynard should not be considered at all.

Murray presented figures relating to the amount of money
a t t h e t i m e o f t h e d o v z n f a l l o f t h e

t h e c i t i z e n s

H r ,

l o s t b y t h e r e s i d e n t s o f t h e t o w n

old company under Lorenzo Maynard, and argued in favor
of the tov/n being given achance to vote on the question of achange
of name. Thus the inc ident c losed unt i l the Legis la ture announced

0 1

i t s d e c i s i o n .

\ n i i l e t h e r e a r e b u t t v / o s i d e s t o t h e

t h e r e i s a v a r y i n

by the supporters of both sides. Both petitioners and remonstrants

qUG..tion of changing the

s e n t i m e n t i n t h e r e a s o n s g i v e ny e s a n d n o .n a m e 5
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h a v e m a n y a d h e r e n t s . A r a o n g t h e f o r m e r a r e m a n y r e s i d e n t s o f t h e t o \ m

w h o v ; e r e h e a v y l o s e r s b y t h e f a i l u r e o f t h e A s s a b e t l l a n u f a c t u r i n g

Company and who consider th is to be asufficient reason for achange**

A r r a y e d a g a i n s t t h e s e o n t h e r e m o n s t r a n t s s i d e a r e t h o s e w h o c o n t e n d

tha t th i s has no connec t ion w i th the i ssue , bu t i s s imp ly an exh ib i t i on

of spite directed against one who had no hand in nejning the tovjn.

T h e A m e r i c a n h ’ o o l e n C o m p a n y i s a l s o o n t h e s i d e o f t h e p e t i t i o n ¬

e rs , g i v i ng as i t s reason tha t achange o f name v /ou ld g rea t l y f ac i l i -

O t h e r s f e e l t h a t t h e f a i l u r e o f A m o r y M a y n a r d t ot a t e i t s b u s i n e s s .

or erect , some substant ia l memor ia l bu i ld ing or makep r o v i d e f o r

some gi f t to the town is sufficient reason for anew name.. The remon-

5

strants reply to this by saying that Amory Maynard never promised to

give anything to the town, and did not ask to have the town named for

bu t i ns tead d iscouraged the idea . Three i s s t i l l ano ther e lement

i m b u e d w i t h s o c i a l i s t i c p r i n c i p l e s , i s a g a i n s t a n y t h i n g a n d e v e r y t h i n g

vjhich is supposed to be in favor of the woolen t rust .

1902, the Commit tee on To ' . ’ns voted to repor t ab i l l

to change the name of-the town of Maynard to Assabet. At the execu-

n i n e o f t h e e l e v e n m e m h e r s w e r e

H o u s e c h a i r m a n C u t l e r o f H o l l i s t o n , C u m m i n g s o f

h i m )?

On May 2 5

t i v e s e s s i o n o f t h e c o m m i t t e e ?

p r e s e n t . O f t h e n i n e

F e l t o n o f B o l t o n a n d Ty l e r o f C l i n t o n d i s s e n t e d . T h e v o t e

3

O r l e a i i s 3

T h e r e w a s a r e f e r e n d u m a t t a c h e dw a s i t o 4 i n f a v o r o f t h e b i l l ,

t o t h e b i l l p r o v i d i n g

t h e p r o p o s i t i o n a t a s p e c i a l t o v / n

t h a n 9 0 d a y s n o t i c e , o r a r e g u l a r t o w r

On May 8, I902, by avote of

a t h i r d r e a d i n g , t h u s k i l l i n g t h e i :

t h a t t h e v o t e r s o f t h e t o v ' n s h a l l p a s s u p o n

meet ing ,no t to be ca l led a t l ess

: : i ' e t i n g .

t o 7 9 n o t t o o r d e r t h e b i l l t oo9

1 1 .


