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The L inco ln L ib ra ry o f Essen t ia l In fo rmat ion impar ts th is Imowledge to us o f
< * . ✓

the Independent .Order of Odd Fellows:

"A secret. Fraternal, Beneficiary Society, founded in England sometime during

the second quarter of the l8th Century.

\73.s formed at London in 1803.

AGrand Lodge of Odd Fellows for England

In 1809 S' subordinate Lodge at Manchester,

declared i tself independent of the Grand Lodge, and, as the Independent Order of Odd

s u c c e s s f u l l y

Fe l lows, ^ fe ,nchester Un i ty, const i tu tes today the la rgest Eng l ish branch o f the Order.

Thomas Wildey is considered to have been the founder of the Society in America,

although other Lodges are kno^/n to l iave existed before Wildey came to the United States.

In 1819, Wildey and other English associates organized aLodge of Odd Fellov/s in

Baltimore, which received acharter from the ^^anchester liiity.

o rder dec la red i t s i ndependence o f the o lde r soc ie ty.

Three degrees are conferred in Lodges of Odd Fellows.

In 1843, the /ynerican

T h o s e w h o h a v e r e c e i v e d

the third degree are eligible to membership in an encampment, where three further

Auniformed degree of the order, loiOT-zn as the l^triarchs

Militant, is open only to those who have received the Royal Purple Degree of an

d e g r e e s a r e c o n f e r r e d .

The Rebekah degree for women members was established in I85I."

As the above indicates, there were three distinct orders of Odd Fellows

the or ig inal order in London, the Manchester Uni ty and the American.

encampment ,

In l^ynard we

had two lodges , one a ffi l ia ted v ; i th the I ^nches ter I f r i i t y and the o ther w i th the

A m e r i c a n O r d e r . Gu t te r idge*s H is to iy in fo rms us tha t Loya l Assabe t Lodge , 1 .0 ,0 .?

^&nchester Unity \is.s instituted January I7, 1834 and two and ahalf months later

on April 2, 1834 the Majmard Lodge, I.O.O.F. of the ^^merican Order was organized.

The reasons are obscure wh^'- the need for two lodges. Poss ib ly the peop le o f Eng l ish

descent wanted the Manchester Unity and the Scotch and other nat ional i t ies wanted

n o p a r t o f i t .

June 23, 1899 news report shows the following officers b e i n g i n s t a l l e d :o c ?

In Manchester Unity -Isac Bin]:s, Fenton Rogers, H. 0:'ford, David Miller, Gavin T<aylor,

J . E . F n i l l i p s , W i l l i a m ’ i h i t t a k e r , J . J . M . r g a n .



( 2 . )

July l4, 1899 news report shows the following officers being installed in the

I.O.O.F. lodge I3I: Levd.s Sliaw, John Gerow; Henry Kimmel, Tom Carey, George Henderson,

William Stei/art, George Champion, Jr., Joseph Singleton, Clifford Cheney, George

Robinson, Reid Lyons, John Marsden, Chaplain Charles Roberts, Lorenzo Clark.

Bo th Lodges ca r r i ed on soc ia l a f f a i r s o f va r i ous k inds , poo l , smoke- ta l ks ,

dances. Bal ls on top of in i t iat ion of new members and meet ings.

We do not know the total membership of either Lodge but aFebruary 6, 191^1-

news a r t i c l e o f t he Manches te r Un i t y Lodge obse rv ing i t s t h i r t i e th ann ive rsa ry

brings out that tv/enty-three members initiated this Lodge and one hundred and ninety-

On I-fey 2, 1919^ Lodge I3Ifou r were p resen t a t t h i s pa r t i cu la r ann ive rsa ry p rog ram.

observed the One Hundredth Anniversary of the founding of,the American Order and the

thirty-fifth of the local lodge at Cooperative Hall with four hundred in attendance.

The Itlzpah Rebekah Lodge for women members were part of this Lodge and participated

Apr i l 30 , 1909 t h i s same Lodge ce leb ra ted i t s twen ty - fi f t hi n t h e o b s e r v a n c e s .

T l ie fo l low ing ind iv idua ls were on the ce lebra t ions commi t tee a ta t ^ f e s o n i c H a l l ,

the two affairs: Mrs. I^ses Chandler, James E^^ton, J.A.I- lcPherson, Fred Randel l ,

L.E.Rodi-/ay, V/illiam Bishop, Clifford Cheney, A.M-Ifoi-^ard, A.E.Randell, Robert Lester,

Fred Archer, Tom Smith, Ralph Case, Ai-thur Champagne, Tom Denniston, Oliver Trees

and additional Rebe2<ahs were Rhoda Smith, I-5ary Leithead, Sadie Case, Jeannette Graham,

Gertrude Keene and Lucy Case.

^^arch 11, 1921 an Odd Fellows Ball took place in Colonial Ilall with Franlt

T h e n e w s r e p o r t d o e s n o t i n d i c a t e w h i c h o r d e r t h i sS h e r i d a n ’ s O r c h e s t r a p l a y i n g .

w a s .

November 9, 1934 officers were installed of the I.O.O.F, I^knchester Unity at

Odd Fel lows Hal l as fol lows: Tom Usher, Fred Brora, Isaac Binks, George Brora,

V/illiam Nevnnan, iU Billett, Louis Emerson, V/illiam Coulter, James Coulter, Charles

C o u l t e r a n d F r e d G r e e n . N o t e t h e a b o v e n a m e - I . O . O . F, I - h n c h e s t e r U n i t y . T l i i s

T h e r ew o u l d i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e t w o o r d e r s m u s t h a v e m e r g e d s o m e t i r a e i n t h e p a s t .
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is no record of it in newspapers and in conversation with Mr. Albert Hodgess he

maintains that the / imerican Order v;as the one in existence in the 1930*s. I f t h e r e

\ia,s amerger, possibly acompromise name, as the above would indicate i-ra,s adopted.

Acur ious note o f August 20, I915 in the paper b- - .ars quot ing in fu l .

to organize an Odd Fellows Association with rooms in I.O.O.F. Block,

lepers, books, magazines, pool and card tab les.

Possibly i t i /as sometime after that there ^^ra.s amerger.

It \m.s Lodge I3I that had its headquarters in the I.O.O.F. Block on Nason Street.

This building was originally built by Loew and the upstairs rented to the Lodge.

The Rebekah’s are st i l l in existence in I966 but the Odd Fel lowsireakened in

I - t o v e m e n t a f o o t

Rooms open

A l l O d d F e l l o w se v e r y e v e n i n g .

W e l c o m e ,

A p a p e r w i l lmembership by the early fifties so that the lodge was disbanded.

be prepared on the Rebekahs.

Al l dates in th is paper refer to the Maynard News.

Read at l^rch, I966 meeting of
The Maynard His tor ica l Soc ie ty

B . R . K O S K I


