
ROYAL ARCAJIUM

Aga in t he f o l l ow ing i s f r om the L inco ln L i b ra ry o f Essen t i a l I n fo rma t i on :

"A Fraternal, Mutual assessment, Beneficiary and Benevolent Society, founded

in Boston, June 23^ 1877 Iterius V^ilson. The ob jec t o f the o rgan iza t ion i s to

Loca l bod ies o f the order,p r o v i d e i t s m e m b e r s w i t h s a f e i n s u r a n c e a t m i n i m u m c o s t .

' known as counc i l s , a re imder the ju r i sd ic t ion o f aSupreme Counc i l .

''Mercy, Virtue and Charity'

Assabet Council 7^0^ Royal Arcanum, was instituted Mar. 13, I883, six years

T h e m o t t o i s :

a r t i c l e i n t h e p a p e r f o ra f t e r t h e f o u n d i n g o f t h e o r d e r , w i t h s e v e n m e m b e r s .

Jferch 20, 1903^ the Twentieth Anniversary program indicates that membership was up

to e ighty- three wi th two of the char ter members s t i l l w i th them, John Joyce and

D r . F . V . R i c h .

Dances (called assemblies), concerts, entertainments were the social outlets

o f t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n . I t m u s t h a v e h a d c l u b r o o m s i n o n e o f t h e h a l l s i n t o w n b u t

l a rge r a f fa i r s were he ld anyway in I ^son ic Ha l l o rw e h a v e n o r e c o r d w h e r e .

C o o p e r a t i v e H a l l .

The 20th Anniversary program brought out that $ij-5,000 in death benefits had

been paid out in that period; An earlier note for August 4-, 1899 makes mention

of I^s. l^Grail receiving $3^000 due the policy of the late H.H.McGrail.

N a m e s o f m e m b e r s a c t i v e e i t h e r a s o f fi c e r s o r o n c o m m i t t e e s a t t h e t u r n o f

t he cen tu r y a re : D r. W.B .Cu r r i e r, M .H . Ga rfie ld , A lex Ve i t ch , F.R .Conno r, P. J .

Sullivan, Regent Dr. Dan Goodenow, James F. Sweeney, O.S.Fowler, George La'v/ton,

Aquilla Reynard, James Carney, George E. Hart, James Goodson.

Dec. 22, 1918, the officers were P.J.Sullivan, Fred Axford, Dr.Dan Goodenoy,

John Sunderland, Thomas Deane, Emanuel Taylor, George Hart, George Muiphy, Will iam

Lord, Orrin Fowler, Thomas Sweeney, James Coughlin.

By 1920, apparently the society had weakened in membership that discussions

were underway to consolidate with South Acton or some other Lodge. I n A p r i l , I 9 2 0

the Assabet Council becamse part of the Rawson Council of Hudson with Horrace C.



( 2 . )

Wil l iams, W.L.Kelt and G.A. Richardson present from Maynard.

The above material vas gleaned from the Maynard News, Aug.^,1899 -Jan. I9,

1900 -Jan. 30, 1903 -^tl^ch I3 &20, I903 -June 24, 1904 -Dec. 22, I916 -

Jan . 30 , 1920 -Apr i l 9 , 192O.

Read at the Feb. I966 Meeting
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