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b y D o r i s F a r d y

P R F F A C E

tell the historic evolution o.r the Maynard Methodist Church,
a n d d r a n a t i c e v e n t s p e r t i n e n t t o t h e h i s t o r i -

s i nce bo th c i v i l i zed s t r uc tu res deve loped s im-

o f t h e s a m e l e a d e r s i n e a c h a r e a .

o n e m u s t
T o

r e l a t e a l s o , t h e i l l u s t r i o u s n a m e s

ca l da ta o f the Tev. -n o f Maynard -

u l taneous ly and th rough the e f fo r t s

difference of not quite four years between conception dates,
v/ho envisioned an established church, based on

m a n yW i t h a

o f t h e i d e a l i s t i c m e n a n d w o m e n

Methodism and its teachings of piety and moral behavior,

souls who could perceive of the small village of Assabet, becoming an organized
Industrial and progressive town. Woven together with the golden threads of ideo¬
logy, idealism, and influence, the Church and the Town burst forth from glorious

-hope which was sown by the early men and women filled with cour-

t h e s a m e i n s p i r e dv / e r e

s e e d s o f h o p e

a g e a n d £ a i t h .
g r o v ; i n g-Church and Tovn -they spread their gentle roots,

Then, came the time of
To g e t h e r

s w i f t l y o a s s e d .s tu rd i l y and s t reng then ing as the years

with all its promise of bearing afruitful crop. And nov/, at thet h e b l o s s o m i n g ,

end o f acen tu ry r i ch w i t h sow ing ,

gratifying harvest, rich in rewards. For both the Church and the Town, the har-
rooting, growing and blossoming, there is the

v e s t h a s b e e n a b o u n t i f u l o n e I

H i s t o r y

thriving area, -^t wasg r o w i n g .In the year l8i;6, Assabet Village was

protected around its borders by the neighboring

A c t o n . T h e v i l l a g e r s w e r e

them f rom the na t i ve Ind ians , d i rec t l y o r o thv
n r t

a

t o w n s o f S u d b u r y, S t o w, a n d

satisfied wltb thdr fruitful lands which had come to
.F rom the Ind ians a l so , hadr w i s e

o n l ? ; t o t h e i r v i l l a g e , b u t t o

gh the cen te r o f t he v i l l age .

I n d u s t r i a l p r o s p e c t

'.jL.ly run by Asa Sraith and apro-

come the name Assabet wh ich the peop le

winding r iver which convenient ly ’ ’ f t

s o i l w a s r i c h a n d f e r t i l e , m a k i n , :

s a w a n d g r i s t m l ' !

; \ - ' ! O U
e

w o r e
n rT h e

b r i g h t , w h a t w i t h a
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Maynard Methodist Church (cont.)

cJuctiv© paper mill established at the corner of Summer and Parker Streets,
t h e i r l i t t l e v i l l a g e .

M o s t

pj^ the settlers were content with this -
Yet, there were others v/ho longed for improvements,

there were no railroads* Freight had to be teamed to and from South Acton.

F o r o n e t h i n g .

T r a n s -

of stagecoach which travelled from Lowell to Framingham.p o r t a t i o n w a s b y m e a n s

already in the making for aMarlboro branch to extend through Assabet
for this was scheduled for the year l6l^-9.

rel ig ious organizat ions in the vi l lage. Many'

disturbed by this fact. People who wished to worship

p l a n s w e r e

V i l l a g e . C o n s t r u c t i o n

T h e n , t o o , t h e r e w e r e n o

G o d - f e a r i n g c i t i z e n s w e r e

had to travel either to Sudbury or Stow for worship service.
A s aIn 1852 agroup of ambitious men met to remedy this situation.

result, the Union Evangelical Church was established. The Church was later known
the Union Congregational Church. It was erected in l853*

worshippers found the TSiion Church sufficient.
a s

F o r f o u r t e e n y e a r s .

,with the arrii'a! of more and more Methodists making Assabet Village
sentiment developed for the establishment of

j v ; e v e r

of residence, by l86? at h e i r p l a c e

aMethodist Church. The men of the village gathered daily at Mr, Holden* sVillage
M e t h o d i s m a n d t h e n e e d f o rStore to d iscuss the most impor tant top ic o f the day -

a M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h .

On February 2, I867, ameeting was held at the school house for the
Ben jamin Conantpijrpose of having Methodist preaching in the village of Assabet.

chairman of the meeting and Benjamin Jones was the secretary. It wasw a s c h o s e n

committee of four to solicit subscriptions for the support of
likewise voted that "Rev. Mr. Colburn of Hudson be in-

v o t e d t o c h o o s e a

public worship.’’ It was

speak in Assabet on some religious subject.v i t e d t o

c a r r i e d o n f a i t h f u l l y a t t h e U n i o n H a l l .R e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s w e r e

Months passed, during which time acommittee of seven engaged m in is te rs , h i red
P a r -arrangement 3for the ensuing year,

f u r n i t u r e s e l e c t e d , a n d a n
C h e H a l l , a n d m a d e a l l o t h e r n e c e s s a r y

sonage land v;as purchased, achoir formed. p a r s o n a g e

organ procured through rental f rom Boston.
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M a y n a r d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h ( c o n t . )

On September 7, 1867> the Methodist Society met at the house of Samuel

, ^ ^ v a n s a c c o r d i n g t o a p p o i n t m . e n t . E v e r y t h i n g b e i n g i n r e a d i n e s s f o r t h e s i g n a ¬

t u r e s o f t h e m e m b e r s , m o s t o f t h e p e r s o n s p r e s e n t s i g n e d t h e D e c l a r a t i o n a n d

Pledge. ^ ‘ 'Wbers of the Church included: Char les E, V'atson, K.H.Ti l ton, EoF-

R i c h a r d s o n , E m e r y S m i t h , T. C , R i c h a r d s o n , S a m u e l E v a n s , J a b e z T h o r p , E d w a r d

H e n d e r s o n , J . A . D e P o r e s t , M a r y F. R i c h a r d s o n , F r a n c i s H . R i c h a r d s o n , S . R .

Ta y l o r , J e s s i e D , R i c h a r d s o n , S a m u e l G . B r o w n , H e n r y F o w l e r , C h a r l e s M a y, M a r y

S . M a y, J o h n F u l l e r .

A n d s o w a s b o r n a n o r g a n i z e d c h u r c h . R e v. J . A . D e F o r e s t w a s v o t e d o n

A p r i l 1 , 1 8 6 7 a s t h e fi r s t o f fi c i a l m i n i s t e r o f t h e M e t h o d i s t S o c i e t y o f A s s a -

bet. By 1868, there were 112 members in the Sunday School, v;lth II4. teachers.
Twenty years la ter ( l887) bes ides the Sabbath serv ices, the Maynard

Methodist Episcopal Church conducted Prayer meetings, held classes in the Sun¬

day School, boasted of the Ladles' Benevolent Society(organised May 1, I867)
A n d s p o n s o r e d c h u r c h c h o i r a n d m u s i c a l n r o g r a m s f o r t h e p u b l i c .

On February I8, 1902, Preacher in charge. Rev. W.F.Lawford made note

T h i s S o r i n g a n di n h i s s e r m o n o f t h e g r o w t h o f M a y n a r d a n d i t s i n d u s t r i e s .

Summer wi l l see agreat addi t ion to our Town. The mi l l is near ly done and the

h o u s e s m o s t c o m p l e t e d . T h i s l a r g e c o m i n g i n o f p e o p l e w i l l n o d o u b t i n c r e a s e

our attendance and we hope, our membership. V.b see many strangers every day

a n d fi n d t h e m o u t a n d i n v i t e t h e m t o o u r C h u r c h h o u s e . I r e c o r d m y g r a t e f u l l

a p p r e c i a t i o n o f t h e f a v o r s t h i s y e a r a n d p r a y t h e L o r d m a y r i c h l y b l e s s t h e

C h u r c h a n d m a k e i t a p o w e r f o r g o o d a n d t h e s a l v a t i o n o f m a n .

A t t h e a n n u a l t o v / n m e e t i n g , M a r c h 7 » 1 9 2 1 , i t w a s v o t e d t o c e l e b r a t e

o n n e r o n A p r i l 1 9 t h , t h e fi f t i e t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e f o u n d -i n a n a p p r o p r i ' . i t e

ing of the town. Many of the names which appeared on the committees to formu¬

late and create av;ork ing program for th is affa i r were amohg those a lso on the

‘ p l s c o p a l r e c o r d s . N a m e s s u c h a s ; E d w i n C a r l t o n ,

I/ irs. Howard w'Hson, Albert Batley, Hov;ard i^^l lson. Rev. David M. Angell, Lovl

P r a n k B i n k sM a y n a r d M e t h o d i s t
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Maynard MetJiodjst: Church (conb.)

R . C h e n e y , M a r y N a y l o r a n d o t h e r s .

Interest in young people and scouting was most evident in 1951 when

the Methodist Church sponsored anow Boy Scout Troop which included 32 members,
with Auno Koskinen as volunteer Scout Master. In 1952, seventh and eighth grade
Girl Scouts were allowed to use the Sunday School rooms for their
S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g .

m e e t i n g s e a c h

V'ith the good neighbor and big brother policy prevailing, in Septem¬
ber of 1956, the Church held an auction,
Methodist Church Bui ld ing Fund."

A c a t e r e d d i n n e r w a s h e l d o n

the proceeds to benefit the Sudbury

June k , 1967 in the cafe ter ia o f the

Maynard High School to observe the one hundredth anniversary of the Church. An¬
n i v e r s a r y s p e a k e r w a s t h e R e v. R . C a s e , S . T . M , M i n i s t e r o f B e l m o n t M e t h o d i s t

Church, Belmont and President of the Northeastern Jurisdictional Association of

Historical Societies of the Methodist Church, I96IJ.-I968.
t h e R e v. E d g a r F. R e d f e r n , S t . M

C h u r c h .

B e n e d i c t i o n w a s g i v e n

c u r r e n t p a s t o r o f t h e M a y n a r d I v l e t h o d i s t! f

Following are the. ministers who have served the Maynard Methodist
Church, since it was organized, September 7, I867.

J . A . D e F o r e s t 1867-1869

1869-1872

1872-187I4.

187U-1876

1876-1877

1877-1879

1 8 7 9 - 1 8 8 0

1 8 8 0 - 1 8 8 1

1 8 8 1 - 1 8 8 2

L . D . F r o s t

J . S . D a y

M . H . A . E v a n s

A , B a y l i e s , ,

A . G , G o d f r e y

G . V . B e m t

L . D , F r o s t

G . W . H . C l a r k

I . B . B i g e l o w 1 8 8 2 - 1 3 8 5

V / . V ' l g n a l l , .

C . A . M e r r i l l

1 8 8 5 - 1 8 8 8

1888-1891



I t

M a y n a r d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h ( c o n t! )

1891-1895

1895-1898

1898-1900

J . P . M e a r s

J . A . M e s s i e r

E d v / a r d H i g g i n s . * . .

J , H a r r i s ( S u p p l y ) 1 9 0 0 - 1 9 0 0

P . H . E l l i s 1 9 0 0 - 1 9 0 1

1901-190!;

190!;-1908

1908-1912

1 9 1 2 - 1 9 1 7

V v ' . F . L a w f o r d

E . B i s b e ©

T . J . J u d g e

A . M . O s g o o d

1 9 1 7 - 1 9 2 0G . P . P a r s o n s

1 9 2 0 - 1 9 2 3

1923-1926

D . M . A n g e l l

C . M . R e d s t o n e

1 9 2 7 - 1 9 2 7

1927-1928

1928-1930

1 9 3 0 - 1 9 3 2

1932-19311

193l|.-19l4-0

19I1O-19I+7

19k7- l9h9

19I19-1959

1959-1963

1963-1965

1 9 6 5 - 1 9 7 0

O . S . B u e l l

C * E . C a r r o l l

C . C . G a r l a n d

E . L . M i l l s

J . R e x S h e p l e r

E . B . M a r s h a l l

H . F . P u l t o n

H . L e a c h

R o b e r t K * J o n e s J r *

L a v / r e n c e N . O ’ B r i e n

R i c h a r d D e a n

E d g a r P . R e d f e r n

(At the present wr i t ing,Rev. Fred Pneuman is being considered

as aminister to serve 1970 )

o f c o u n t l e s s o r d e r l yD i l igent research through the ye l lowed pages

wel l -kept record books, ab ly va ' l t ten by lo f t i ly insp i red men and women of the
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Maynard Methodist ^hurch, has produced fascinating contact v;ith the To\m^s
■"^-precious past ovSelflessly dedicating their time and

vancement of Goodness and Truth, the priceless marks left by these stalwart
pioneers have bequeathed an eternal legacy of moral challenge and kindled
hope fo r a l l fu tu re genera t ions to come.

e f f o r t s t o w a r d t h e a d -


