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I n m i n i s c u l e t h e t w o - p a r t y s y s t e m t h a t h a s h e l d s \ r a . y i n / m i e r i c a h a s a l s o r e m a i n e d

t h e p o l i t i c a l r e a l i t y i n I - h y n a r d . Tl ireats to i ts supremacy have been cipher^ thouf^h

e f fo r t s na t i ona l l y and l oca l l y have r i sen to a t t emp t chang ing the s ta tus quo . I t h a s

c o n s e q u e n t l y c r e a t e d a s t a b i l i t y i n p o l i t i c a l a f f a i r s t h a t i s c o n s e r v a t i v e a n d u n ¬

c h a n g i n g . - a p r u d e n c e t h a t i s c o m m e n d a b l e t o m o s t p e o p l e .

I n t he qu ,ed renn ia l e l ec t i ons f o r Na t i ona l o f fice , ou r t o \m rema ined fi rm l y

Republican until 1928.

stren^h -possibly for two reasons (l) the emergence of the foreign born and their

off-spring intt the political life of the coimnunity and (2) the growing Catholic

element (particvilarly the Irish) set against the Yankee Protestant founders of Maynard.

The Protestant founders having pre-empted the Republ ican banner f rom Civ i l

Glov/-ly through the decades the Democratic Party forces gained

br days^

Left only the Democratic Ekrty (i/ith some exceptions, of course) to the late-comers.

th ink might i l luminate what has happenedAdeeper s tudy o f the s i tuat ion in T^ jc iard i - :7 . 0

i n M a s s a c h u s e t t s a s a w h o l e .

In 1920 Rep. Harding &Cool idge received IOI3 votes

'+23D e m . C o x & R o o s e v e l t

I tS o c . l a b o r 2

I II t 1 2 0S o c i a l i s t

Close to 2-3./2 to 1Republican.

In 1924 Rep. Coolidge-Dawes received lOSS votes
I t

D e m . D a v i s - B r y a n

I n d . P r o g . L a F o U e t t e - I l i e e l e r

C o m m u n i s t 2 0

0S o c - I m b o r

Close to 2-I/2 to 1Republican.

In 1928 Rep. I loover-Cuiisis 111 ! . - v o t e s

10-:-D o r n . O m i t h - R o b i n s o n

C o c .
V , !

C o ’ r j n u t i i s b

R ' m o r n b o r a l s o i t t o o ) .R o m o n b e r A l b m i t UJ u s t a : t o u t e v e n . . ! t i . r .



2 o f 4 )

thirty-two years (3.960) for ii Catholic to enter the IThite House -atribute to both

s i d e s f o r a l i v e a n d l e t 3 . i v c a t m o s p h e r e fi r ’ a l . l y .

1 9 3 2 - B e r n . R o o s e v e l t - C a n i e r 1 2 3 7

R e p . I l o o v e r - C u r t i s 1 0 2 2

6P i ' o h i b i t i o n

1 6 0S o c i a l i s t

C o r i i m u n i s t 3 1

S o c . - L a b o r 0

A m a j o r i t y f o r t h e D e m o c r a t s .

1936 “Dem. Roosevel t -Garner 1 7 1 2

Rep. Landon-Iuiox 1 0 1 0

S o c . L a b o r 5

S o c i a l i s t 1 9

2̂ ^C o i i m m i s t

P r o h i b i t i o n 3

1 3 0
U n i o n P a i - t y - L e r a i z e - O ’ S r i e r

T l i i s w a s c l e a r l y a D e m o c r a t i c t o t m b y n o t i c e t h e s u p p l y o f s m a l l m i n o r i t y

p a r t i e s - fi v e o f t l i e m s i ( p i ‘ o f f r u s t r a t i o n o ' t h e p o l i t i c a l s p e c t r u j n f r o m r i ^ l i ta

t o l e f t d u r i n g t h e G r e a t D e p r e s s i o n .

19^i0 -Dcm. Roosevel t - / . 'a l iace 2 1 3 9

Rep. V7il lhie-i brlar^/’ 1131

P r o h i b i t i o n ]

S o c . - L a b o r 1

S o c i a 3 . i s t

C o m m u n i s t 1'-’.

n e a r l y t w o t o o n e D e m o c r a t i c b y n m : .

19-t-b -Dem. Roosevelt-Tn-mian 2 0

R e p . D c w e y - B r i c h e r 1 1 3 1

S o c . - L a b o r

Nearly two to one Democrat ic.
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Tlie dominance of the local Democratic Party has remained to the present (1968) -

though aphenomenon has groT-/n -- the emergence of an Independent vote tied to neither

p a r t y - v o t i n g f o r i n d i v i d u a l s o n l y . Apparen t l y ne i ther par ty has vha t i t needs to

a t t r a c t t h i s l a r g e u n o r g a n i z e d b l o c o f v o t e r s t o i t s s t a n d a r d .

The two parties function through to-^m committees elected by the registered voters

o f " b o t h p a r t i e s . Etirby caususes nominate candidates for the general election

Independents being able to get on the ballot through nomination papers with acertain

In 1941 the Hepubllcan Tot'/n Committee requested of its

Democratic counter-part that aCitizens Caucus be instituted in place of the two-party

- V 7 i t hi l >

minimum amount of signatures.

caucuses for local elections. This meant one cauctis to which all voters could go to

s o r r a n y o f t h e d e f e a t e d

candidates got on the ballot by securing signatures. (Jan. 31^ 194 -Feb, Jy 1941 -
Feb. l4, 1941 -Feb. 19^ 1942 -Feb. 11^ 1943 “I'fe-ynard News) This Citizens Caucus

to this writer seems aploy by the minority party to get more Republicans voted into

vote . Ti l l s las ted th rough 1943 but was d iscont inued a .

t o i m o f fi c e .

liinority parties have never played any role in to\m government. However^ \r i th

the increase of the Finnish population in to^m, asizeable Socialist gixiup emerged

concerned with National and International questions and living and working conditions.

ASocialist Eall was erected on Parker Street (ibrker Street Hall) - p l a y s , a t l i l e t i c s ,

d a n c e s w e r e h e l d . Voscs Pond v;as purchased by them for summer use.

AFinnish speaking Socialist Party i-/as organized within this

grouping and Fnglish-speaking locals came and went i7ith regularity organized through

T h e I m a t r a B c i n d

h a d i t s h o m e a t t h e h a l l .

t h e e f f o r t s o f t h e F i n n s . Socialist speakers came re,gularly to Post Office Square

h lnu t S t ree ts ) .(corner of Ih.in and U p t o t h e a d v e n t o f t h e s e c o n d v b r l d f a r - a

span o f fo r t y years - the Soc ia l i s t image was v igo rous ly p ro jec tdd in to \n i bu t passed

on w i th the ag ing o f the fo re ign -bom F inns .

Asplit-off group from these Socialists organized themselves in 1922 as the

V.’orkers Party (Communist) as aresult of the Russian Revolution. Tlicy met in Nagles

Ilall -piiTch-'^sed the site of the burned-out Ihynard House to build ahall but later

Tills hall burned do^m in Ilay 6, 1932 anda l t i t a r n S t r e e t H a l l i n s t e a d .b u i l t t h e
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they rented the Powder Mill Hoad Ihill (present home of the Elks for some years. '.!?l:iis

group nurtured an Engl ish-speaking Communist Rir ty in to\m and dur ing the depression

T h e T o \ m C l e r k r e f u s e d t o a l l o wy e a r o f 1 9 3 3 f o u r c a n d i d a t e s f o r l o c a l o f fi c e .

t h e m t o r u n a s C o r a m u i i i s t s s o t h e y r a n a s I n d e p e n d e n t s . T l a i s \ r a . s t h e fi r s t a n d l a s t

T h e v o t e w a s n o t s p e c t a c u l a r b u tl o c a l m i n o r i t y p a r t y r a n c a n d i d a t e s .t i m e t h a t

i n d i c a t e d f r u s t r a t i o n d u r i n g t h e G r e a t D e p r e s s i o n .

2^k votesS e l e c t m a n

B o a r d o f P u b l i c W e l f a r e 1 9 7

B o a r d o f H e a l t h 1 2 2

431T r e e W a r d e n

(Peb. 2j 1933 *! Hob. I6, 1933 “Maynard News)

Iam indebted to Raymond Sheridan and Ralph Sheridan for Information plus the

ifeynard News of the following dates: Aug. 261904 -Oct. 29> I9O9 -Oct. l4, I9IO -

Feb. 21j 1913 “April 11, I913 -Aug, 21, 1914 -April 9, I92O -April 30, 1920 -

Feb. 18, 1921 -Feb. 25, 1921 -Feb. 3, 1922 -March 24, 1922 -March 31, 1922 -Oct. 5, 1928

May 6, 1932 -Feb. 2, 1933 -Feb. I6, 1933 -M>y I8, 1933 -^^Jarch 24, 1939 -Jan.31,1941 -

Feb. 7, 1941 -Feb. l4, 1941 -Feb, I9, 1942 -Feb. 11, 1943.

t h e Q u e d r e n n i a l E l e c t i o n s .

A l s o t o \ m r e p o r t s o f

Read at the October, I968 meeting
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