
M O V I N G P I C T U R E S I N M A Y N A R D

( P r a n k C . S h e r i d a n )

O n N o v e m b e r 1 9 # 1 9 0 9 # M a y n a r d w a s t r e a t e d t o a s h o w i n g o f m o v i n g

p i c t u r e s b y a c o n c e r n c a l l e d t h e A m e r i c a n M o v i n g P i c t u r e C o m p a n y a t w h a t

R l n l i : " , a n d s o m e fi r s t c l a s s p i c t u r e sw a s t h e n c a l l e d M u s i c H a l l , o r t h e

w e r e s h o w n h e r e f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e , a n d w e r e w e l l r e c e i v e d b y t h e p e o p l e .

A f o r m e r r e s i d e n t o f M a y n a r d , w h o i s n o w d e c e a s e d , M r . H e n r y

G i l r o y, w f a s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a m a n n a m e d S h e r m a n w h o w a s s h o w i n g p i c t u r e s

i n o t h e r t o w n s . G i l r o y s e v e r e d h i s c o n n e c t i o n v / i t h S h e r m a n a n d s t a r t e d t o

o p e r a t e i n C o o p e r a t i v e H a l l , M a y n a r d , a n d a l s o i n A s s o c i a t i o n H a l l , C o n c o r d

J u n c t i o n , n o w B e s t C o n c o r d , a n d s t a t e d h e w o u l d h a v e t h e l a t e s t t a l k i n g d e ¬

fi e s w h i c h h a d j u s t c o m e o n t h e m a r k e t a n d a l s o s t a t e d h e v r o u l d h a v e o n l y

t h e b e s t .

J a n . 2 0 , 1 9 1 0 h e b r o u g h t t h e p i c t u r e s o f t h e N e l s o n - W o l g a s t a m i
^ihsyxKEXBxsksKHxaixMHsicKxKaiiqf

fight, /and on Wednesday night January 28, I9IO showed the pictures of the

J o h n s o n - K e t c h e l fi g h t . T h e s e w e r e a t C o o p e r a f e l i a e H a l l .

Bhowlng pictures at Music Hall and Gilroy was showing them at Cooperative

J o h n H . M u r r a y w a s

H a l l . An ag reemen t was reached be tween Mess rs . Mur ray and G i l r oy t o each

t a k e a n i g h t * s h o w i n g . O n e v j o u l d s h o w p i c t u r e s o n F r i d a y n i g h t a n d t h e

o t h e r o n S a t u r d a y n i g h t .

M a y 2 3 , 1 9 1 3 i ^ e w c h a i r s w e r e p u t i n a t C o o p e r a t i v e h a l l t o r e p l a c e

t h e o l d s e t t e e s w h i c h h a d b e e n i n u s e f o r m a n y y e a r s . G i l r o y a l s o p r o c u r e d

t w o b r a s s s i g n s 3 0 x 4 0 i n c h e s w i t h g l a s s f r o n t s t o u s e t h e m i n t h e a d v e r t i s e ¬

m e n t o f h i s t h e a t r e .

S e p t . 5 # 1 9 1 3 - E d i s o n ’ s l a t e s t a n d g r e a t e s t a c h i e v e m e n t , a

t a l k i n g p i c t u r e w a s s h o w n a t C o o p e r a t i v e H a l l , i n c l u d i n g R a y m o n d H i t c h c o c k

—^ sin^^lng his famous song

t o T f n t h e s i z e o f M a y n a r d h a d ' b e e n o f f e r e d t a l k i n g p i c t u r e s ,

c o n fi n e d t o t h e K e i t h C i r c u i t a n d l a r g e r c i t i e s ,

c h i l d r e n - l C / - a d u l t s - 2 5 / » e n d t h i s s a m e p i c t u r e c o s t 5 0 / a t K e i t h ’ s T h e a t r e .

W h a t ’ s t h e U s e ” , T h i s w a s t h e fi r s t t i m e t h a t a

T h e s e b e i n g

P r i c e s f o r t h e s h o w w e r e
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Feb. 20, 1914, B.J. Coughlin and George Creighton commenced to
I n s t a l l b o o t h s a n d fi x t u r e s i n t h e

c o m p l e t e d .

n e w N a y l o r H a l l , w h i c h h a d j u s t b e e n

The fixtures arrived and were being Installed to bd ready for
t h e o p e n i n g o f C o l o n i a l H a l l . T h e i r fi r s t s h o w w a s t h e ” B a t t l e o f S h i l o h ”

Far re l l , Maynard 's popu lar tenor, had been en-

T h e o p e r a t o r o f t h e p i c t u r e s w a s L e o n a r d

C h i e f o f P o l i c e J o h n C o n n o r s

T h i s n e w p i c t u r e t h e a t r e w a s t o b e

open on Tuesday, Friday and Saturday evenings, with amatinee for children

o f f o u r r e e l s a n d J a m e s B .

gaged to sing at the opening.

S m i t h a n d t h e p i a n o p l a y e r w a s B e r t L a w t o n ,

w a s t o b e p r e s e n t t o p r e s e r v e o r d e r .

o n S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n s .

March 20, 19l4 -Last week Lerer's store advertised 100 tickets
to the movies (free) for the first 100 children who came into his store
a f t e r 1 : 0 0 P . M ,

t i c k e t s .

o n S a t u r d a y . Mr. Lerer had over 500 children seeking the

March 22. 1914, the Colonial Theatre had asinger from Boston.
On Thursday evening, Thomas King was the singer; Saturday evelng, James
Farrell and Arthur Sull ivan were the soloists.

$2.50 gold piece was given
O n S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n a

away and a$5-00 gold piece in the evening.
Henry Gilroy the movie man claimed that on Saturday afternoon he had the
largest attendance at amatinee since he began to show movies.
On May 15, 1914 -agood attendance waspresent at Cooperative Hall to

Ten Nights in aBarroom”, afine product ion,
won by Harold Lyons at the picture show at the matinee

s e e

a s h o w c a l l e d A b y c y c l e w a s

i n t h e a f t e r n o o n .

-work was commenced to change the hall in Haynes Block
b e u s e d f o r a m o v i n g p i c t u r e t h e a t r e

O c t o b e r 9 , 1 9 1 4

( R i v e r s i d e H a l l ) s o t h a t i t c o u l d

d u c t e d b y S a m u e l L e r e r.

c o n -

May 7, 1915 _MajTiard Brass Band gave
a t t h e C o l o n i a l H a l l .

c o n c e r t a n d a m o v i n g p i c t u r e s h o w

On May 15, Hugh Connors was the soloist.

August 13 to 15th, with the approval of the selectmen.

a

R i v e r s i d e H a l l w a s



a l l o w e d t o o p e n a s a m o v i e t h e a t r e o n S e p t e m b e r 1 s t u n d e r t h e m a n a g e m e n t

o f B . J , C o u g h l i n .

M a r c h 2 6 , 1 9 2 0 - t w o s h o w h o u s e s p r o j e c t e d . S t o c k o n s a l e f o r P e o p l e s *

T h e a t r e C o m p a n y . G r o u n d w a s b r o k e n b y a M u t u a l D e v e l o p m e n t C o m p a n y f o r

f o u n d a t i o n o n a l o t f r o n t i n g t h e s t o r e o f B . F . T o w n s e n d . P r i c e o f s h a r e s

in Peop les* Theat re , $25 pr share . Ask ing bus iness menfe par t ic ipa t ion .To

b e b u i l t b e s i d e P. I J . D e L e e ’ s D r u g S t o r e , A t t o r n e y H o w a r d A . W i l s o n i s p r e ¬

p a r i n g a c h a r t e r f o r M u t u a l I n c o r p o r a t e r s ( J o h n M u r r a y , B . J . C o u g h l i n ,

Wi l l iam and Joshua Naylor ) Colon ia l Hal l proper ty on which B.F. Townsend

s t a n d s c o n v e y e d t o M u t u a l . A d a n n o u n c i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n o f P e o p l e s * T h e a t r e

Company s igned by James Cough lan , Hector Hober ts and James J . Ledgard .

A p r i l 9 # 1 9 2 0 - P e o p l e s T h e a t r e S t o c k S e l l i n g - M u t u a l h a s d e c i d e d c o r n e r

o f M a i n a n d N a s o n S t r e e t s b e t t e r f o r t h e i r t h e a t r e s i t e , 4 ? * f r o n t a n d

1 2 0 * d e p t h . H o u s e o c c u p i e d b y M r. a n d M r s . C o u l t e r t o b e m o v e d d o w n a s f a r

a s P o s t O f fi c e e n t r a n c e t o b e o n M a i n S t r e e t .

Apr i l 16, 1920 -Peoples Theatre Co. purchased lo t o f land f rom P.H.DeLee

be tween d rugs to res o f Macu rda and DeLee .

l o t o n t h e c o r n e r o f M a i n S t . a n d N a s o n S t .

T h e r i v a l t h e a t r e a c q u i r e d t h e

B o t h p a r t i e s b u s y w i t h p l a n s

a n d a r c h i t e c t s .

September 24, 1920 -both par t ies fina l ly dec ided to merge. Mutua l dec ides

t o p u r c h a s e s h a r e s i n t h e P e o p l e s T h e a t r e , s i x d i r e t t o r e s w e r e e l e c t e d ,

which included three from each group, and about 35% ^^as held by bolbh groups.

May 6, 1921 -Peoples Theatre opened last Saturday with large attendance.

S e a t i n g c a p a c i t y 7 0 0 - b a l c o n y 2 5 0 .

M a r c h 1 7 , 1 9 2 2 - S a m L e r e r h a s o f f e r e d t o h e l p M a y n a r d H i g h S c h o o l A t h ¬

l e t i c A s s n , b y a l l o w i n g t h e m a l l ' t h e p r o fi t s f r o m c a n d y s o l d a t h i s n e w

m o v i n g p i c t u r e t h e a t r e , w h i c h o p e n e d V / e d n e s d a y e v e n i n g , c a l l e d t h e R i v e r ¬

s ide Theat re w i th 400 sea t ing capac i ty. S ta r ted o f f w i th th ree p iece o r¬

c h e s t r a a n d h o p e s t o c o n t i n u e t h e i r s e r v i c e s .
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A p r i l 7 , 1 9 2 2 - A d a t t h e R i v e r s i d e T h e a t r e

H e l l D i v e r s " ( W a l l a c e R e i d )I t

( V j e s l e y B a r r y , H e l e n E d d y, ) a n d 2 r e e l
W e s t e r n

" T h e C o u n t r y P a i r I t

M a n f r o m L o s t R i v e r " - 2 r e e l c o m e d y ,

t h r e e p i e c e o r c h e s t r a n o w a t P e o p l e s T h e a t r e .

I I

B y P r a n k C . S h e r i d a n


