
E A R LY T E L E P H O N [ ' ; S I N M AY N A R D

T h a t I s t h e t i t l e o f t h e s u b j e c t a s s i g n e d t o m e t h i s e v e n i n g .

B i r g e r s u g g e s t e d t h a t w e h a d b e t t e r c a l l I t a v i g n e t t e b e c a u s e o f I t s

b r e v l t y . I r e p l i e d " I t s a m o n o g r a p h o f n o t h i n g " ,

s u e d i * 3 l t h B i r g e r fi n a l l y c o n s e n t i n g t o r e g a r d m y l a b o r i o u s w o r k a s a m o n o ¬

g r a p h p r o v i d e d I w a s a b l e t o fi l l o n e p a g e w i t h s u b s t a n t i a l f a c t s a n d fl g -

Day a f te r day and n igh t a f te r n igh t Ihave worked on th i s sub jec t

a n d I a m s u r e y o u w i l l a l l a g r e e I h a v e m e t t h e c h a l l e n g e .

A b r i e f s c u f fl e e n ¬

u r e s .

T h e fi r s t t e l e ¬

p h o n e o p e r a t o r I n f j a y n a r d w a s M i s s R u t h B l a n c h a r d , w h o s e l i t t l e o f fi c e w a s

l o c a t e d I n B w l n n e l l * s D r u g S t o r e , A s t h e r e w e r e n o p r i v a t e p h o n e s i n t o w n

at that t ime. I t was necessary to ca l l a t the drug s tore to send and re-

I w o u l d b e r e m i s s I f I d l d n * t g o I n t o s o m e d e t a i l r e l a t i v e

Ruth*8 fa ter was the Rev, Merr i l l B lanchard, pas¬

t o r o f t h e C o n g r e g a t i o n a l c h u r c h f r o m I 8 9 1 t o I 8 9 7 ,

o e l v e m e s s a g e s .

t o t h e B l a n c h a r d f a m i l y .

H e w a s a w o n d e r f u l m a n

and In many respects resembled Father Crowe for whom Iwill present another
m o n o g r a p h a t o u r n e x t m e e t i n g . B e s i d e s R u t h , R e v, B l a n c h a r d h a d t w o s o n s ,

Ben jamin, a loca l dent is t , and Jess ie , an outs tand ing a theJete a t Bowdoln ,

Ruth married Kenneth Damren, arabid Bull Mooser, who v?as later rewarded

with agood political Job at the State House by the Democrats for helping
b u s t u p t h e R e p u b l i c a n p a r t y . In June 1903 the new te lephone exchange was

' loca ted In Nay lo r *s b lock w i th Miss Ne l l ie C lahane In charge ,

for two months to get the new exchange rol l ing,

ceeded her. Mere private and business phones were being Instal led and the

S h e r e m a i n e d

M i s M a r g a r e t L o u g b l l n s u c -

phone company found It necessary to acquire more space In the Naylor Block.
Some of the ear l ies t subscr ibers were O.S,Fowler, B.F, Townsend, Pr iest

Brothers, Ja-es Mul l ln, Rev. Arthur Paplneau, E, H, Davis, W.S. Howe and

Arthur Walker, VJ.A.Haynes and Dr. C,L, King,

m e n w e r e u s i n g t h e i r n a m e s I n t h e a d d t e l e p h o n e d i r e c t o r y,

w a s t h e fi r s t w i t h a n a d d I n 1 9 0 1 ( M o n u m e n t a l w o r k ) . E . H , D a v i s a n d B ^ F. To w n -

U p t o 1 9 1 0 v e r y f e w b u s i n e s s

O . S , F o w l e r



W i t h t h e c o m p l e t e d e s t r u c t i o n o f N a y l o r B l o c k

by fire In 1917, the telephone company was forced to move to Its new
In Mannings Block In 1921. »here it remained for four-

s e n d f o l l o w e d I n 1 9 0 2 .

q u a r t e r s l o c a t e d
Imust not forget to tell you atout the phone strike byt e e n y e a r s .

Local 12-a. June 1919, In which six local operators were involved. Below
First six months with aminimum of ^6.50 per ,^re their modest demands,

balance of year $10.00. After five'years service, a m a x i m u m o f . $ 1 2 .

I n c i d e n t a l l y, t h e s t r i k e r s w o n o u t .
w e e k .

Yet, they speak of the good old days.

Many of my listeners can recall the old box telephones with the crank on
There were usually six or eight people on the so-called partyt h e s i d e .

P a u l S e v e r e m i g h t h a v e b e e n a n e w sl i n e w i t h e v e r y o n e l i s t e n i n g i n .

but he coult have learned so much more if he could have contln-s p r e a d e r

u e d h i s d r i v e t o M a y n a r d . Their eaves dropping reminds me of aminstrel

Interlocutor, what is the three fastest ways to

**I dont Know Sambo, what is the three fastest wasy to
"telephone, telegraph and. tell awoman".

!!Mr.J o k e I u s e d t o u s e .

spread the news?
T h e v a r -spread news?**

lous telephone companies have made marvelous innovations since the old
S a m b o ,

days of the crank»box. We now enjoy direct dlst^^mt dialing, and the new
push button system, and Ipredict that within three years we will be

t h e o t h e r e n d o f t h e l i n e . S o b ea b l e t o s e e t h e i m a g e o f a p e r s o n o n

The telephone company has made tremen-prepared to pu t on ash iny face ,

lou can get an idea of it shealthy growth when you con-d o u s s t r i d e s .

Elder the town of Maynard has now approximately 4000 subscribers,
following Xis alist of former employees:-Nellle Clahane, Mary Dunn,

T h e

Sena Peterson, Marie Peterson, Mary Kelly, Margaret Kelly, Brennan,
Elizabeth Kelly Lawrence, Mary and Helene 1Donahue, Edna Dennlston,
Grace Si-^eeney, Margaret Loughlln, Irene Loftus, Kay Fitzgerald, Mary
Hansen, Grace Spence, Frances Christian, Dorothy Warren, Barbara Whitney,
Robert Lester, Columbus Ealnvllle, Thomas Lawler, Frank Riley and Walter

T h o s e o n t h e d i s t a f f s i d e u s u a l l yS h e r i d a n . T h e s e w e r e a l l o p e r a t o r s .



I s u p p o s eperformed day worlc, while the young men were night workers,
all expecting me to conclude my monography with awee bit of

humor. Frank Riley and Iwere high school classmates. In the evening he
a n d Q u i t e o f t e n I w o u l d k e e p

y o u a r e

w o r k e d f o r t h e N e w E n g l a n d Te l * & Te l . C o

:him company for afew hours. One night he pulled afast one on me.

! ♦

He .

casually asked me who Iliked best, Nellie Clahane or Julia H^^honey.
Now, beslded being the chief operator in Concord, Julia was also my god-

At that moment, without me knowing it. Prank plugged in the
'ts ■ /

Concord switchboard, and the local operator listened to the whole conver—
" o f c o u r s e I a m b e r y f o n d o f

m o t h e r *

sa t ion , wh ich ran someth ing l i ke th i s *

Julia, being my godmother, but Iwould have to choose Nellie, as Ithink
she is one of the most beaut i fu l g i r ls that Concord ever produced. From

that day forward Inever again received aChristmas gift from Concord.
Again, Iwould be remiss if Idid not pay tribute to all our Maynard

operators, who because of automation were forced to give up their Jobs.
They were always on hand to report any firesi to call doctors in time of

W i t hdistress, in fact they were Johnny on the Spot for any emergency.
»I ' ^

this thought in mind, Iwill nowconclude my vignette* pardon me Imean

m o n o g r a p h y .

" J i m " F a r r e l l


