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L I G H T I N G I H M Y N A R D T O V / N
T H E S A . G A O F T H E L / I N P J T G H T E R

I - l a y n a r d t o w n , n e e A s s a b e t V i l l a g e , w ; . ? a h a p p y p l a c e f o r y o u n g

p e o p l e u p t o 1 8 7 8 , b u t t h a t y e a r d e a l t ' ■a o r t a l b l o t ^ r t o t h o s e t h a t

w e r e w o n t t o w a n d e r a r m i n a r m u n d e r a M y m o o n o r i n t o t a l d a r k ¬

n e s s w h i s p e r i n g s x ^ r e e t n o t h i n g s t o e a c h . - a A n o t h e r c u r s e o f c i v i -: r - . p

l l z a t l o n , i n t h e f o r m o f o i l l a m p s s t u . ' - o n s i x t o s e v e n f o o t h i g h

p o s t s l i g h t e d u p t h e s t r e e t s o f M a y n - ' r d ,

s o n e e d e d f o r t h a t s t o l e n h u g a n d k i s - n

‘ r ' e v e r r u i n i n g t h e p r i v a c y

T - o L - n t y - fi v e s t r e e t l a m p s

I n s t a l l e d b y J . M . B r u c e a t a i o s t o f . a n o t h e r ; ) j ; l l . 7 5 t o J o e l

i l ‘ " t l a n g u a g e ) ,A b b o t t f o r e x p e n s e s a b o u t s t r e e t l a r a n r cb 1 8 7 . 5 0 t oSJ*

E . C . C h a r l t o n f o r c a r e o f t h e l a m p s , fi - J i

e v e n i n g a n d l i g h t i n g t h e m f r o m h i s

t h e m w i t h o i l e v e r y

'■!■ ' r n i t r l a y n a r d i n t o t h e

N i n e t e e n t h C e n t u r y .

E . C . C h a r l t o n h e l d t h e c o n t r - n ’ t p -

^25^ .59 and $32^.03 respect ive ly.

!■! n d 1 8 8 0 a t a c o s t o f

A d - i ^ i i t ' - 1 L o m p s m u s t h a v e b e e n

Installed in 1880 for the cost ^Inat y'far, making Nason and
Main streets literally the Great WhlPd h o b o r t E l l i o t t a k e s o v e r

u n t i l 1 8 8 4 w h e n t h e n a m e o f F i n d l e y

h i s a s t h e l a m p l i g h t e r s . R o b e r t s ^ >

Charles F, Cahill taking over the ' \

T h e l ^ e e l e r R e fl e c t o r C o m p a n y a s r u - ■

u i n g t h r o u g h I 8 9 3 , a t a n i n c r e a s e d ■

y e a r l y . E i t h e r I n fl a t i o n r e a r e d 1 '

o n a p p e a r s a l o n g x v i t h

■“ 'ough 1886 with

' - t a c o s t o f ; 3 0 0 . 8 8 ,

i i . y i n 1 8 8 8 , c o n t l n -

'■ tween <^665 and

! l . n g t h i s p e r i o d o r

,

m o r e l a m p s w e r e a d d e d . C h a r l e s F i m p l i g h t e r t h e f o l ¬

l o w i n g y e a r w i t h F r e d T a y l o r c o m l .

T h e e r a o f t h e l a m p - l i g h t e r s c a m o ■

t ^ . r t h a t t o 1 9 0 2 ,

f k i y b e i t w a s n ’ t a s

u n r o r a a n t l c a s I h a v e p i c t u r e d i t . e g t h e 1 9 5 0 * s t h e r e

w a s a p o p u l a r t u n e b y t h e n a m e o ' a n d i t v r a s L o v e -

L o v e - L o v e !
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Gaslight vfas used to some extent during part of this period for
A n e w s n o t e o f A u g u s t 2 5 ,h o m e l i g h t i n g - w e d o n o t k n o w h o w m u c h .

1899 tells us that "Maynard's Block (which is still on the corner of
Ma in and Walnu t S t ree ts ) p resen ts abr i l l i an t appearance w i th new

W e h a v e b e e n t o l d t h a tg a s l i g h t - f a r s u p e r i o r t o t h o s e p r e v i o u s " ,

a la rge g lobe ex i s ted j us t on the o the r s i de o f t he r i ve r, owned by
iV)

Aŝ et Î nufacturing Company, so possibly both that block and the
Congregat ional Church had the i r source of supply f rom there ra ther

t h a n t h e i r o w n c y l i n d r i c a l c o n t a i n e r s .

But the days of the oil lamp and the gas lamp were numbered -

A r a s h o f n e w s n o t e s i n 1 9 0 2 h e r a l d e d t h i s :e l e c t r i c i t y w a s h e r e .

A u g u s t 1 5 , 1 9 0 2 - e l e c t r i c l i g h t s t o b e i n s t a l l e d i n N a s o n S t r e e t

S c h o o l a n d t h e E n g i n e H o u s e - e l e c t r i c l i g h t s t o b e I n s t a l l e d i n

S t . B r i d g e t s C h u r c h - e l e c t r i c l i g h t s i n b a r b e r s h o p o f M , J . C r o w l e y -

e l e c t r i c l i g h t s i n A r t h u r S u l l i v a n s S t o r e , b o u g h t f r o m 0 . L , P r e s c o t t .

S e l e c t m e n h a v e a u t h o r i z e d F r e d T a y l o r t o c o n t i n u e l i g h t i n g

s t r e e t s a l t h o u g h h i s c o n t r a c t h a s e x p i r e d u n t i l t o v m w i l l b e i l l u m i ¬

n a t e d b y e l e c t r i c i t y 4 2 I n c a n d e s c e n t l a m p s w e r e l i g h t e d a t l o w e r

e n d o f t o i m M o n d a y. T h e r e w i l l b e 8 5 l a m p s a n d 7 a r c l a m p s . C o n t r a c t

w i t h A m e r i c a n W o o l e n C o m p a n y i s d a t e d f o r S e p t e m b e r 1 , 1 9 0 2 - w i l l

l a s t fi v e y e a r s - c a n b e r e n e w e d . I n c a n d e s c e n t l i g h t s w i l l c o s t $ l 6

y e a r l y a n d t h e a r c l i g h t s . ^ ^ 7 5 .

A p r i l 5 i 1 9 1 2 - t o ; - j n m e e t i n g a p p r o p r i a t e d $ 3 0 0 t o i n s t a l l 1 0 t o

1 5 l i g h t s i n N e w V i l l a g e ( t h e a r e i w i t h p r e s i d e n t i a l n a m e s f o r s t r e e t s

o f f P a r k e r S t r e e t ) t h o u g h s t i l l T i p o n e r t y o f A m e r i c a n W o o l e n C o m p a n y,

I t s t i l l w a s n e w s w o r t h y o r s t a t u ^ : v . - o r t h y i n 1 9 1 5 t o h a v e e l e c t r i c i t y

I n s t a l l e d i n h o m e s , f o r a d a t e - l i n e o f M a y l 4 , 1 9 1 5 t e l l s u s o f

M r s . J u l i a M a y ' s n e w h o m e o n S u m i t r e e t b e i n g w i r e d f o r e l e c t r i c i t y .
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An anecdote has been related to us concerning the above-mentioned

a r c l i g h t s . T h e y g a v e m u c h b e t t e r I l l u m i n a t i o n t h a n t h e I n c a n d e s c e n t

l i g h t s b u t t h e y fl i c k e d o n a n d o f f c o n t i n u a l l y b e c a u s e o f t h e i r c o n ¬

s t r u c t i o n v r h l c h w a s t w o c a r b o n p o i n t s n o t t o u c h i n g e a t h o t h e r a n d

T h i s c o n t i n u o u s fl i c k e r i n g a t c e r t a i n

t imes of the summer would attract the gypsy moth to such adegree that

t h e l i g h t w a s b a r e l y d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e .

September 3 1 0 , 1 9 2 0 n e w s n o t e s t e l l s u s o f a r e q u e s t b y t h e

town fo r a l l n i gh t l i gh t i ng -up t o now I t has been e igh t hou rs pe r

n i g h t - f o r a l l n i g h t t h e c o s t w o u l d b e $ 2 2 p e r l i g h t - t h e c o s t l a s t

year was $4,300 -$1,354 more now for all night lighting.

c a u s i n g a n a r c b e t w e e n t h e m .

N o r o m a n c e

l e f t a t a l l n o w - A l l N i g h t L i g h t i n g !

On June 14, I929 it is reported in the papers that Edison Light
h a s b o u g h t o u t A m e r i c a n W o o l e n e l e c t r i c c i r c u i t s . B e f o r e t h i s t h e r e

was agi tat ion on the part of a.-setment of the tov7n*s populat ion to

buy them and set up aI- Iunicipal Light ing Department as the neighboring

Town of Hudson has but curiously enough asort of acoup-detrt̂ ^ took
p lace be fo re any th ing o f t he so r t cou ld t ransp i re ,

be said that we have been paying higher rates al l through these decades

b e c a u s e o f c u r i o u s d o i n g s a t t h a t t i m e ?

C o u l d I t p o s s i b l y

A n e w s n o t e o f N o v e m b e r 3 0 ,

1934 bears out at least the contention of high rates, for the Board
of Se lec tmen se t up aspec ia l commi t tee to inves t iga te the ra tes bu t

s i lence fo l lows , we read no th ing fu r ther in the papers -we know no t

w h y .

As ide effect o f Edison’s purchase was the change f rom 40 cy i le

t o 6 0 c y c l e c u r r e n t . Th i s t ook p lace December 5» 1930 .

M a y n a r d a n d M i l f o r d , N e w H a m p s h i r e w e r e t h e o n l y c o m m u n i t i e s l e f t I n

A t t h a t t i m e

t h e c o u n t r y w i t h t h e 4 0 c y c l e c u r r e n t . A l l e l e c t r i c a l e q u i p m e n t w a s

manufactured for 60 cycle current causing Maynard people to change
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s o m e t h i n g b y c o n v e r t e r t o o u t t h e m t o 4 0 c y c l e s .

A n d s o e n d s t h e S a g a o f t h e L a m p - L i g h t e r,

a r t e r a l l t h a t w a s t o f o l l o w !

H e w a s n ’ t h a l f b a d ,

/-’Apt/?
:

O N '
I a m I n d e b t e d t o t h e f o l l o w i n g f o r i n f o r m a t i o n t h i s

Annual Reports I878-I894, Maynard News, James Farrell and Ralph
S h e r i d a n .

Read a t September, I967 meet ing -Maynard His tor ica l Soc ie ty.

B . a . K O S K I


