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I a m ‘ ^ o i n p : t oTo-nights monon;raph is entitled Maynard Granp;e, hovrever
oin^:; br-^ck to the year IS67 when the National Granget a k e t h ^ l i b e r t y o f

o f the Matrons o f Husbandry had i ts incept ion. Th is or f^an izat ion was

C T

formed primari ly for the promotion of agricultural interests in the United
/

States, Between that date and 1^76, v^hen the society reached i ts zenith

Granges increased its number from 90 to I9*000.

fa rm-and t he . members o f t he soc ie t y a re knovm as Grange rs .

}

t h e n u m b e r o f l o d g e s o r

Grange means

T ]^e d i scuss ion , o f po l i t i ca l ma t te rs was s t r i c t l y f o rb idden a t t he i r mee t¬

ings but as the organizat ion grew in s t rength i ts members became aconsider-

b l e f o r c e p o l i t i c a l l y. T | ^ e p o l i t i c a l p h a s e s o f . t h e i r a c t i v i t y s o o n p a s s e d t o

\ t h e - F a r m e r s A l l i a n c e a n d l a t e r t o t h e P o p u l i s t p a r t y . T h e G r a n g e w a s t h e n

I , f r e e t o r e t u r n t o i t s o r i g i n a l p u r p o s e o f s o c i a l , e d u c a t i o n a l , , a n d i n d u s t r i a l

i n fl u e n c e . N o w t h a t w e h a v e l e a r n e d o f t h e h i s t o r y a n d b a c k g r o u n d o f t h e

National Grange let us_return to Maynard Grange history.small group of
■men who were interested in the Grange movement met 5rn Masonic Hall, Dec ^th,

, I9 I3 ,F.E. R ichardson o f Mi l l i s , county commiss ioner and Chester D. H ’ i l l i ams

of C^chituate gave atalk on the objectives.of the Grange and later presented
['the charter with certain restrictions. e l e v e n p e o p l e p r e s e n t s i g n e d t h e

charter however, the charter v ;as void unt i l fi f tv names, vrere added. L inwood

'"^^hite was made sec^y of this meeting, the charter conmittse was corn-nosed of

A-fbert Batley, and Mr. and Mrs-Linv/ood V/hite,- nominating committee .Artliur
/ f 1

'*^alker, Calvin Morse, and Alton White, On ^ 9 / 1 ' ^ , a t
T-iemhershirt increased to 35 members and it was at this meeting t’uat

i t s fi r s t s e t o f o f fi c e r s , L i n w o o d h V i t e

M r s . O . S . F o v - r l e r , l e c t u r e r ; - i d J - l i a m C o u l t e r

Mason ic ^La l l . , t he

Orange

Mayna rd Grange e lec ted

M a s t e r , A l t o n W h i t e

stevrard; Timothy Moynihan, ass*t stevj-ard; chaplain, O.S.Fovrler, George

0 ' ' a c t e dv p f ' s
, r

t rees,Mrs. Lim-rood White, sec’y; James Farrel l , grat-^keeper, Pomona,

Co leman ; Lady Ass^ t

M o r s e

A n i t a Wa l k e r ; C e r e s , C h l o e ^ ' o b b s ; 7 - ]

Stev^ard, Nellie Cou.mhlin,
o u a ,

F-y-oeuti''''^^ committee, Linv7ood 'hi te, Arthur Sul l ivan ,
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Albert Batley.There has ̂ always been sone discussion as to v/ho was the
prime mover in obtainin|^ aGrange charter for Kaynard ersonalXr I

^ ^ - that ■ -. ’
alwa3rs credit f*r. Walker with tat distinction. He v;as postmaster at-that

We now have the charter, vrho will volunteer

to take an office? Tim MQ^nihan, Arthur Sullivan and Imade up the off^ice
f o r c e a t t h a t t i m e . W

The Good Book says

desire t'o become exalted,

l . T

t ime and Ican recall him saying

0all selected txn office,! chose the lov/ly gatekeeper*
he tha t humb le th h imse l f sha l l be ,exa l ted

ITvss quite satisfied with my humble rank.
I h a d n o

V̂ - o u s e e

many of the ladies could not recall the current passviord and they would implore
me to divulge the magic words*,

; ' b e i n g f o r c e d ' t o a d v a n c e > t o t h e a l t a r

1of ^a^onition, the f-aster allowed..them to be S'eated*

otheriirise they v/ere greatly humiliated byi

or podium ^where ^after afew words
At th.is point, Ivrould put

on my little acf.Sorry girls^I would say, but rules are rules end continuing
Iwould say, of course Icould be bribed, at the same tine placin

c e i n s u c h

m y a n g e l i c b

a. position- that they knew just what'"I meant* It vrorked every
t i m e , ! d o n ^ t k n o w i f t h e g i r l s

do knov; that in acorrparitivcly short time
on the outside heard about this routine, htit I

our membersh ip g revr to 2 I5

bers*The membership consisted mostly of v/hite collar v;orkers, factory
m e m - ' !

v^orkers ,

and afew school teachers, and v:hat v/e did'nt know about farming would fill a

g o o d s i z e d b o o k * N e v e r t h e l e s s we cont inued to g rov ; and a t one t ime v ;e

or many years, Maynard range v^as the most

in the communi ty.There were the annual fa i rs held at

boasted of amembership of 250.

active societiei
7

Naylors or th« Cooperative Hall, Fall exhibitions held at Naylor Hall,
dances,vegetable displays at different stores, and aminstrel show vrhich

s e v e r a l

w a s

one of the, best ever produce' ' in Ma?;^nard. Colonial Hall was fil led to

for tv.^o nights, ii’allov/'oen parties, Nevr Tear celebrations
w e r e a l s o a

c a p a c i t ” / '

a n d r p r s t e r y r i d o s

o<art of the OGrange socials*-T,ike most all other or-^anizati* ons

.he Grange has suffered nemborshin due to television, radio
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^and the automobile. ^t the present time, the Granre has fifty members,hovfever
act ive members .The Grantee suffered an

S h e v r a s t h e

j r e f f o r t

t h e r e a r e o n l y fi f t e e n o r t w e n t y

irreparable loss v/ith the death of Ws, Adelaide Sims^ast year.
/

very keystone of the society and it v/as mostly through‘her untirin
able to weather many storms There are still afev; stalwartst h a t t h e G r a n g e v ; a s

left and they vow that they v;ill continue to carry on as long as life exists,
the location of their Grange home changed man^^T h e o l d e r m e m b e r s h a v e s e e n

/('erf c.
Odd Fel lows Hal l ,Grange Hal l ,pTirchased from the Danish

located at Lake Boon road, 9fcow,

P o w d e r K i l l R d . R u s s e l l N a y l o r, u n t i l

t i m e s . M a s o n i c H a l l

people.This hall was purchased in 1929, and .is
i s E l k ^ H a l lThe present meeting place

held the office of Master for eleven years vrhich must be., consideredl a s t y e a r

somewhat of arecord. Raymond Jones is G r a c e T u c k e rthe present Master.Mrs .
\

gold certificate at the March meeting,representing fifty
1Mrs Edmund Whitney are the only other two members

Thus vre have seen hovr the Grange, qnce Maynard

w i l l r e c e i v e a

^esrs membership.Mr.

' I r e c a l l r e c e i v i n g t h i s h o n o r .

a n '

I t s m e m b e r smost flourushing society^ reduced to almost skeleton proportions,
be cons6led in the fact that almost all other orfranizations have suffered

Maynard Grange onlyoThe Grange in
m a y

the same fa te,Tv, is monograph per ta ins to

continue to flourish for the simple reason that the memberso t h e r c o m m u n i t i e s

farmers at heart.But this Iknovf,as long as this small but dedic.nteii .mrouT-a r e

Maynard Grange.remain, there v/ill alwa^^’s be a ■ A i tn

f /■(
/
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