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To-nights monograph is entitled Maynard Grange, however, I am going to
take the 11berty of going back to the &ear 1867 when the.National Grange

of the Patrons of Husbandry had its 1ncent10n. Thls orvan17at10n was

formed prlmarlly for the promotlon of agrlcultural interests in the United
States. Between that date'and 1876, whenAtneusoeiety reached its zenith,

the nunber of 1odges or Granaes increased its number from 90 to I9,000.
Gpange means farm and the. Tembers of the 5001ety are knovn as Crangers.

»The dlscu851on of political matters was strlctlv forbldden at thelr meet-
‘ings bit as the oryanlzatlon vrew in strength 1ts members became a cons1der-
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~ble force polltlcally. The polltlcal phases of thelr act1v1ty soon passed to

e the Farmers Alliance and later to the P0pullst narty The Grange was then

ifree to return to its orlglnal purpose of 5001al educatlonal and 1ndustr1al

1nfluence Now that we have learned of the hlstory and back ground of the

= Natlonal Grange let us return to xaynard Grange hlstory.*A smaW] group of

~men who were 1nterested 1n the Grange movement met in Masonlc Hall, Dec ﬁth
L1913 ,F.BE, Flchardoon of T1111s cownty comm1951oner and Chester D, Williams
of Cmchltuate gave a talk on the objectives. oF the Granqe and later presented
‘the charter with certain restrlctvons. Tha oleven neOp]e present swmned the
charter /However the Cbarter was void until fiftv names,were added, Linwood
aﬁhjto was made sec'y of th;s meeting, the charter committee was comnesed of

. A1bert Batley, and Mr, and Mrs. Linwooi ihlte, nomlnthnv cowrlttee‘xrthur

Walker, Ca1v1n Vorse, and Alton 1 1h1te. On Dec, IQ/IQ‘ a+ Vasonic Yall, the

Girange Moﬁhornh1n increased to 35 members and it was at this meeting that

—

haynarm Grange elected its first set of officers.Linwood hite vng elected
Master, Alton "hite ,nverseer; Mrs.0.S. Fowler, lecturer; William Coulter,
steward; Timothy Moynihan, ass't steward; chaplain, O0.S5.Fowler, Georre

Morse, treas,Mrs., Linwood ¥hite, sec'y; James Farrell, gatekeeper, Fomona,

Anita YWalker;Ceres, Chloe !''obbs; F{Opg, B4 mahetw Coleman; Lady Ass't

Steward, Nellie Courhlin, Fy.eptive committee, Linwood ¥%hite,Arthur Sulliven,
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' Albert Batley There has always boen some discussion as to who was;he'
prime mover in obtalnlng a Grange charter for Naynard ‘ersonAlly, I w119

~ ‘ that : <
always credlt Mr. Walker w1th tab dnstlnctlon. He was postmaster at that
time and I can recall him saying " We now have the charter, who will volunteer
to eeke an office? Tim Mévnihan Arthur Sullivan and I made up the office
force at thqt'time. Ve a a1l selected an offnce i chose the lowly getekeeper.
The Good Book says " he that humbleth ‘himself shall be exalted" I had no

desire to become exalted, I was qulte satisfied w1tb my humble rank. You see,

\

many of the ladles could not recall the current password and they would implore
me to divulge the meglc words., otherw1se they were greatlv humlllated by
“ being forced’ to advance - to the altar or podlum ) where after a few words _
of,admonltlon the Master allowed them to be Seated. At this p01nt I would put
.on my llttle act Sorry glrls I would say, but rules are rules end contlnulnp
I would say, of course I could be brlbed at the same tlme nlamnrr my angelic d
‘emface in such a.pos1tlon that they knem Just what’l meant, It worked every
tlme a don't know 1f the rlrls on the 0\t51de heard about this routine, hbt I

-

do know that in a cownarztlvelv short tlme our nenbershln grew to 2I5 mem--
bers,The membership consisted mostly of white collar workers, factory workers,
and a few school teachers, and what we did'nt know about farming would flll a
good sized bcok. Neverthe less , we continued to grow and at one time we
boasted of a members#ip of 250. For many years, Maynard G range was %he most
active societief_ in the comrmunity.There were the annual fairs held at

' Naylors or the Cooperative !all, Fall exhibitions held at Heylor Hall, several
dances yveretable displays at different stores, and a minstrel show which was
one of the best ever PPOFuCC’ in Maynard. Colonial Hall was= filled to capaeiﬁw
for two nights. Malloween parties, lNew Year ce]ebratlons and hystery rides
were also a nart of the BGrange socials,-like most all other orvanizatﬁons

mof1coa) ;
-he Grange has suffered a 1053 215 membership due to television, radio,
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~and the automobile. &t the »nresent time, tte Grange has fifty members howeven
‘there are only fifteen or twenty actlve members., The Grange suffered an
1rreparab1e loss with the death of ‘MPs., Adelaide Sims last_year. She was the
very keystone of the 3001ety and 1t was mostly through her untiring effors
that the Grange was able to weather many storms There are still a few stalwart"
left and they vow that. they will contlnue to carry on-as long as llfe exists.
The older members have seen the locatlon of thelr Grange home chanﬁed many
tlmes. "Masonic ﬁall ngd Fefiﬁ%s Hall Granne Hall purchased from the Danlsh

'.people This hall was purchased in 1929, and is 1ocated at LaVe Boon road, 3ow.
The present meeting place is r‘11{' Hall, Powder V111 Rd Ru35911 haylor until

. last year held the office of Master for eleven years whwch must be. considered
somewhat of 2 record. Raymond Jones is the present Master Mrs. Grace Tucker

. .will receive a gold certlflcate at the Narch meeting,representing fifty

years membership.Mr. and Mrs Edmund Wh1tney are the only other two members

'fI recall rece1v1ng this honor. Thus we have seen how the Grange, once Maynard's

most flourushing 5001etx)reduced to almost skeleton proportions. Its members

may be consbled in the fact that almost all other organizations have suffnred

the same fate.This monograph pertains to Maynard Grange only.The Grange in

other communities continue to flourish for the simnle reason that the members

are farﬁers at heart.?ut this.I know,as long as this small but dedicated proup

remain, there will always be a Maynard Grange.




