
T H E F I R S T L O D G E I N m i N A R D

The L inco ln L ib ra ry has the fo l l ow ing to say abou t the In te rna t iona l Order

o f G o o d Te m p l a r s ;

'A F ra te rna l Soc ie t y hav ing fo r i t s ob jec t t he p romot ion o f t o ta l abs t i nence

f r o m t h e u s e o f a l c o h o l i c b e v e r a g e s a n d o f u n i v e r s a l p r h l i i b i t i o n o f t h e m a n u f a c t u r e

AM e m b e r s h i p i s u n r e s t r i c t e d b y a g e , s e x o r c o l o r .a n d s a l e o f s u c h p r o d u c t s .

commit tee appointed by the govern ing body of the Society inaugurated the Prohib i t ion

Party in I869. In 1874, Good Templar women founded the Woman's Christian Temperance

U n i o n "!

T h e l o l a L o d g e N o , 9 1 ^ I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r d e r o f G o o d Te m p l a r s i n s t i t u t e d i n

Assabet Village February I9? l86^with fifty charter members,
R i l ey o f S tow be ing i ns t r umen ta l i n t h i s .

M r , & M r s , F r a n h W .

A t fi r s t t he l odge me t i n Un ion Ha l l ,

par t o f the Methodis t Church, then removing to the Vest ry o f the Congregat ional

C h u r c h - l a t e r i t r e n t e d R i v e r s i d e H a l l o n I ' f e i n S t r e e t , fi n a l l y h a v i n g i t s o w n

quarters about I888 in Darling's Block, comer of Nason and Summer Streets, the

present abode of the Eagles,

In 1893 the Associated Templars were formed in tovm. F r o m t h e r e c o r d i t i s

not clear why the formation of this group, as an Associated Templar had to be a

T h i s g r o u p I m d a m e m b e r s h i p i n I 9 0 2 o f a b o u t f o r t y .m e m b e r o f t h e p a r e n t b o d y.

The ac t i v i t i es o f The Good Templa rs Lodge cen te red on temperance work .

Meet ings and enter ta inments a t the i r o \ -m ha l l p lus la rger temperance a f fa i rs a t

Mr. Frank Coilter, now of Stow, v;ho \/asI - ^ u s i c H a l l i r a , s t h e o r d e r o f t h e d a y.

Secretary of the Lodge from I9OO on for acertain amount of years told me an

Tlie speaker from Boston heldamusing anecdote of ameet ing he ld in Music Hal l .

S o m e t i m ef o r t h w i t h fi r e a n d b r i m s t o n e - a v e r i t a b l e v o c a l m a l e C a r r i e N a t i o n .

after the meeting lo and behold, he was discovered In one of our wet spots.

"Tanking it up", in Mr. Cuii l ter's colorful language. l i i s e x p l a n a t i o n w a s i n g e n i o u s

indeed -he needed the exper ience bet ter to convert h is audience to abst inence I

Other officers with Mr. Coulter in I9OO were Robert Archer, Emma Archer,

Sydney Coulter, Chris Wilson, George Robertson, Ada Eoi/er, Edyth V/oddart.



( 2 . )

The Associated Templars held dances and had an active Bicycle Club of about

adozen members, r id ing;on week-ends to V/a l tham, Worcester and fur ther afield.

We have spoken of this club in our paper on the Bicycle Clubs of ^feynard.

O u r l a s t d a t e i nNo kno 'VTn reco rds ex i s t when t he Good Temp la r s d i sso l ved .

the newspapers about the Associated Templars T/as in I907 advert is ing adance.

I 'bst of the factual material in this paper came from the Maynard News -

June 2f 1899 -Feb. 2, Ifer. 9and I'ferch 16, I9OO -f'hrch 1902 and Feb, 15, 1907.

Iam indeb ted to J im Ib r re l l f o r d i rec t i ng me to F rank Cou l te r and a l so to

I 4 r . C o u l t e r f o r h i s r e i r . i n i s c e n s e s .

Read at January 30, 19^6 Meeting of
The Maynard His tor ica l Soc ie ty

B . R . K O S K I


