THE SCANDINAVIANS - DANISH, SWEDISH, NORWEGIAN.
The first Danes to settle in Maynard came in the early 1890's.

By 1899 they were numerous enough to have organized a club and to
hold a2 dance in thelr clubroom on Acton Street. That same year re-
ligious services were held in the Union Congregational Chureh. The
following year a new pastor arrived and by 1901 the chureh had forty
communicants. The young Danes organized a e¢lub in 1903 known as the
¥oung Danish Peoples' Social Club.

Danish Brotherhood Society, Maynard Lodge No. 204, was institut-
ed December 23, 1904. This was a fraternal benefit society whieh
lagted until 1929, The society bullt a hall on Hastings Street, Stow,
just over the town line in 1912. There is no record of the first of-
ficers,but Hans Erikson was on of the stalwarts in the latter years of
the socliety.

The Swedes started to settle in Maynard around the turn of the
century. By 1904, a Sunday School was organized at the home of John
Nordberg. Sometime just before 1913 the Hamar Lodge, No. 126, Scane
dinavian Brotherhcod was crganized. In its ranks were also Danes and
Norwegiang and at 1t peak had 2 membership of about one hundred and
forty. In the latter 1930's it combined with the Lindberg Lodge of
Waltham. Some of the early officers were Charles E. Ekstadt, Sanfrid
Swanson, Carl Emanuelson, Mrs. Bernt Anderson, Mrs. Hudda McClean,
Richard Swanson, Bernt Anderson, Ernest Johnson, Osear Johnson. Rellge
iocus services by 1913 were held by the Swedish Lutheran Congregation
in the vestry of the Finnish Lutheran Church.

Norwegians in limited numbers entered Maynard life about the same
time as the Danes and the Swedes., They apparently joined in the soc-
12l 1ife of the above in theilr organizations as there is no record of

any Norwegian societles.



